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POLAND POLITICAL 


MESSNER, JARUZELSKI CABLE GDR LEADERS 
AU051454 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 28 May 87 p 2 


[Text] To Comrade Erich Honecker, general secretary of the SED Central 
Committee and chairman of the GDR State Council; 


Comrade Willi Stoph, chairman of the GDR Council of Ministers: 
Dear Comrades! 


In signing the new treaty on Friendship, Cooperation, and Mutual Assistance 
10 years ago, the PPR and GDR performed a joint act of great significance for 
both states and peoples. This document, along with the historic Zgorzelec 
treaty, constitutes a foundation for the strengthening of ties of alliance 
and developing comprehensive cooperation between the PPR and the GDR, which 
have played such an important role in the postwar construction of the peace- 
ful order in Europe and in the security system of both states and the entire 
continent. 


On the occasion of this anniversary, on behalf of the PZPR Central Committee, 
the PPR State Council, and the PPR Council of Ministers, we would like to 
convey to you. dear comrades, sincere, fraternal greetings and best wishes for 
the SED Central Committee, the State Council, the Council of Ministers, and the 
fraternal GDR people. 


The last decade has affirmed the importance of the treaty for the strengthening 
of friendship between Poland and the GDR, and the development of fraternal 
relations between the PZPR and the SED, which is an important element in the 
accomplishment of tasks connected with the construction of socialism in our 
countries, and the strengthening of the unity and cohesion of the socialist 
community and its political and defensive alliance, the Warsaw Pact. 


The unity of ideological principles and the convergence of our state interests 
gives rise to our joint activity and involvement in the further deepening of 
comprehensive cooperation and the economic integration of the socialist states, 
the making of a contribution to a joint strategy for the defense of peace and 
the strengthening of international security; and the countering of con- 
frontational nolicies, and revisionism and revanchism in all their forms. 














So we will strengt 
accelerate the socioeconomic development of both countries, 


We wish you, dear comrades, and all the people of the GDR Many new successés 
in the implementation of the resolutions adopted at the llth SED Congress 

and further achievemen:-s On the road to the comprehensive development of your 
socialist fatherland. 


Wojciech Jaruzelski, PZPR Central Committee first Secretary and chairman of 
the PPR State Council; 


Zbigniew Messner, chairman of the PZPR Council of Ministers. 


Warsaw 
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ACCORD SIGNED WITH FRG ON EXPRESS MAIL SERVICE 
pWO81225 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 6 Jun 87 p 12 
[Article by "DT": "Long List of Wishes and Complaints" ] 


[Text] Warsaw, 5 June--FRG Minister of Posts and Telecommunications Christian 
Schwarz-Schilling has signed aun agreement with his Polish counterpart 

Professor Wladyslaw Majewski on the resumption of an express mail service (EMS) 
with Poland. In that agreement Warsaw states its firm intention to offer that 
service "this fall at the latest." The way that will be handled has not been 
discussed. A prerequisite for the functioning of EMS would be the elimination 
of bureaucratic obstacles impeding the normal mail service. 


During his 3-day official visit--the first by a West German minister of posts 
to Warsaw--Schwarz-Schilling has presented a "long list of wishes and 
complaints" about telecommunications. He said he was surprised that Poland 
has established an automatic long-distance dialing service with numerous 
European countries, but not with the Federal Republic, its biggest trade 
partner. At present no more than 108 ‘telephone conversations can be held 

at the same time. The lines are not suitable for all-digital transmission 
techniques. Schwarz-Schilling said that the waiting periods were discouraging 
any entrepreneur who wants to do business with Poland. Poland could only 
profit from an improvement. He said that the country already now receives 
DM7 million every year from telephone communications with the Federal 
Republic. Warsaw receives another DM7 million in reimbursement from letter 
and parcel post services with the Federal Republic. 


Majewski said that the difficulties were partly due to the West's embargo 
policy which also included modern telephone installations. He pledged that 
in 1989 an automatic switching center for telephone communications with 
foreign countries would be installed. Tenders had already been invited, he 
said. The two ministers agreed to set up a joint working group to analyze 
the technical problems and try to find ways to expand the capacity of lines 
between the two countries before 1989. 
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REACTIONS TO FRG-FRENCH MILITARY INTEGRATION PLANS 
LD241009 Warsaw PAP in English 0933 GMT 24 Jun 87 
[By PAP military commentator] 


[Text] Warsaw, June 24--The recent statements by Chancellor Kohl and 
President Mitterrand make the prospects of forming a mixed French-West 

German Infantry brigade real. That far-advanced integration of the French 

and FRG Armed Forces, its scope, must arouse justified concern on the European 
continent because the integrated units will be armed with nuclear weapon 
carriers, 


France has its own nuclear arms, hence a danger of the FRG Armed Forces 
becoming another nuclear army in Europe. 


Those fears are all the more serious as there are Overtly operating social 
forces in the FRG which seek changes in the European status quo. The activities 
of these forces is often backed up this way or another by government circles in 
the FRG and by the Bundeswehr whose units cherish the tradition of Wehrmacht. 


Ii the French Army plans to integrate with the Bundeswehr, it must consider the 
true face of the army linked with numerous and strong links with the revision- 
ist forces in the FRG. A far-going integration of its kind can be interpreted 
as indirect approval of not only the Bundeswehr itself but also of its 
cherished tradition, its true face and those revisionist concepts to which 

the Bundeswehr is strongly attached. Not only will the integrated brigades 

be a military fact but first of all a political one. 
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DAILY VIEWS THIRD THATCHER VICTORY 


AU161246 Warsaw RZECZPOSPOLITA in Polish 13-14 Jun 87 pp 1, 11 


[Commentary by M. Berezowski, RZECZPOSPOLITA "special correspondent ': 
"Why Margaret Thatcher Won the Election--Government Reshuffle Soon" 


[Text] Today one can hear from every side that the scale of the British 

ruling party's victory surprised even the Conservatives themselves. Their 
majority in the House of Commons is lower than it was before, but it ensures 

Mrs Thatcher a totally comfortable and stable term for the next 5 years--provided 
the Conservatives do not abuse their mandate. For the election results have 
highlighted the country's deep division into a prosperous south, which voted 

for the conservatives, and a considerably poorer England [as published] and 
Scotland, where most of the seats were won by the Labour Party. 


Margaret Thatcher's third overwhelming victory in a row ‘unprecedented 

in 150 years) has made her supporters in the popular newspaper SUN call her 
"Maggie IlI." In fact. the prime minister, who rules in a very authoritative 
way, made it clear that she might try a fourth victory. According to a British 
proverb, appetite comes with eating. 


This success is attributed to various factors. 


1. The economic prosperity, enjoyed by enough Britons to raise fears that 
it might disappear with a change of government and orientation. 


2. The respect Margaret Thatcher has earned by her firm way of exercising 
authority, both on a domestic and foreign level, as illustrated by the 
victorious war over the Falkland Islands and the defense of British interests 
in the Common Market. 


3. The raising of big-power moods and the use of flattering propaganda that 
extols the ruling mentality, for example by saying that Labour's plan to ban 
nuclear weapons would politically disable Great Britain and would be 
incompatible with the pride of a "nation with a lion's heart" (Mrs Thatcher's 
words to the electorate). 








4. Her personal international Status, stemming, among other things, from 
her close relations with President Reagan and the earlier establishment of 


working contacts with Mikhail Gorbachev. In this context. her recent Moscow 


visit was also extolled. 


5. The break-up of the opposition camps into the rivaling Labour Party on 
the one hand and the Social Democrats and Liberals on the other. Although 
they had considerably more votes than the Conservative victors, the ruling 
party has a parliamentary majority of over 100 seats. 


6. The weakness of the Labour Party, despite the energetic and intensive 
campaign waged by its new leader, Neil Kinnock. Although the ignominious 
election defeat suffered by the Social Democrats and Liberals has silenced 
the myth about a "Third Force" and confirmed the Labour Party's role as the 
chief opposition force, Labour's internal difficulties have far-reaching 
consequences. 


In a few days' time, Margaret Thatcher will announce changes in the Cabinet 
from which all those politicians whom the prime minister considers not 
Conservative enough will surely be "thrown out." As they say, one should 
expect the two largest government departments, the Foreign Office and 
Ministry of Defense, to remain in the same hands as before the election. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


STATE-CHURCH BODY REPORTS ON POPE'S VISIT 
LD232014 Warsaw Television Service in Polish 1730 GMT 23 Jun 87 


[Text] The final session of the State-Church team coordinating preparations 
for the third visit of Pope John Paul II to Poland was held on 22 June in 
the Belweder Palace. Taking part were Kazimierz Barcikowski and Cardinal 
Franciszek Marcharski, the cochairmen of the joint commission of government 
and episcopate representatives. Plans for Pope John Paul II's visit were 
discussed at the session. 


It was stated that the intensive contacts between state and political agencies 
and the Church hierarchy; the participation of Vatican bodies during the 
course of the preparations for the visit; the good progress made by the second 
national Eucharistic Congress: and the third visit by the pope have widened 
the scope for shaping relations between the State and the Church. The 
religious teaching of the Pope during his visit--being by their nature a 
sketch of the directions of the pastoral work of the Catholic Church in Poland, 
and containing numerous meditations of social and patriotic content-~-were 
received with attention by the state authorities. 


The recognition and thanks already publicly expressed, both by the government 
and the church to the participants in the services for the discipline shown, 
and to the many thousands of people participating in the various services 

for their assuring that the visit passed as organized and for their sacrifice, 
was repeated. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


CZYREK RECEIVES PALESTINIAN CP DELEGATION 
LD192116 Warsaw PAP in English 2045 GMT 19 Jun 87 


[Text] Warsaw, June 19--A delegation of the Palestine Communist Party PCP, 
composed of Political Bureau member Naim Ashab and CC Member Mohamed Abu 
Shamaa [spelling of names as received], paid a visit to Poland between 
June 16 and 19 at the invitation of the PUWP CC. 


The delegation was received by Political Bureau Member, PUWP CC Secretary 
Jozef Czyrek and held talks with head of the PUWP CC Foreign Department 
Ernest Kucza. 


The sides briefed each other on the activities of both parties and discussed 
the question of further development of cooperation between the PUWP and the 
PCP. The delegation presented problems of struggle of the Palestinian nation 
for the right to independent statehood and efforts undertaken by PCP and other 
progressive and patriotic forces aimed at the consolidation of the PLO. 


While expressing appreciation for those efforts, the Polish side reaffirmed 
its determined support for the Palestine nation and its just struggle for the 
implementation of inalienable national rights, including the rights.to 
self-determination and the creation of its own state. 


Sides stressed the importance of and expressed full support for initiatives 
to call, under the aegis of the U.N., an international conference with the 
participation of all interested sides, including the PLO, devoted to the 
settlement of the Middle-East conflict. They also pointed to the need for 
the consolidation of unity of progressive forces in Arab countries in order 
to counter aggressive actions of imperialists in the Middle-East. 


/8309 
CSO: 2020/124 





POLAND POLITICAL 


PZPR DELEGATION'S VISIT TO ISRAEL 
LD222130 Warsaw PAP in English 1956 GMT 22 Jun 87 


[Text] Warsaw, June 22--A delegation of the PUWP CC, composed of Stanislaw 
Gabrielski, CC member and head of the Political-Organizational Department, 
and Bogumil Sujka, deputy head of the Foreign Department, visited Israel 

at the invitation from the New Communist Party of Israel (Rakah). 


The delegation held talks with David Khenan, Political Bureau member and 
CC secretary, and Georg Toubi, CC secretary and head of the Foreign Depart~- 
ment. It was also received by Rakah Secretary General Me‘ir Vilner. 


Both sides stressed their parties’ decisive support for the Soviet peace 
initiatives and expressed both parties' solidarity with the struggle waged 
by all progressive forces for disarmament, security and peace. 


Representatives of both parties agreed that universal and lasting peace in 
the Middle East may be achieved only through Israel's withdrawal from all the 
Arab territories occupied since 1967, the formation of an independent 
Palestinian state and warranting freedom and security for all the nations of 
the region. 


They came out for convening an international conference on the Middle East 
under the auspices of the U.N. and with the participation of all the sides 
concerned, including the Palestine Liberation Organization as the only 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian nation. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


TRADE UNION DELEGATION ATTENDS ILO MEETING IN GENEVA 
LD242221 Warsaw PAP in English 2052 GMT 24 Jun 87 
[By PAP correspondent Edward Dylawerski ] 


[Text] Geneva, June 24--The three-week 73rd session of the International 
Labour Organization wound up at the Geneva Palace of Nations, 


Jerzy Uzieblo, a vice chairman of the OPZZ (Al1l-Poland Alliance of Trade 
Unions), who headed the delegation of Polish trade unionists participating 
in the session assessed its course in an interview for PAP Geneva-based 
correspondent, Excerpts: 


In our assessment the conference had a peaceful course although it was burden- 
ed by the spectre of the so-called Polish issue which gained special signi- 
ficance after the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) and 
the World Confederation of Labour (WCL) forwarded motions not to respect the 
credentials of the trade union group being a part of the tri-partite Polish 
delegation (composed of representatives of the government, employers and 
employees), because of the absence of representatives of "Solidarnosc" from it. 


To fan the atmosphere Jerzy Milewski was summoned from Brussels as delegate 
of both confederations which protested against the presence of the delegation 
of Polish trade unionists. 


Milewski was given an opportunity to address the workers’ group. An OPZZ 
representative also made a speech, making use of the right to reply. We 
think that our address was a serious political success, 


Nonetheless, the greatest achievement of the Polish delegation was that it 
gained an unanimous decision of the credentials committee to acknowledge 
the mandate of the Polish trade unionists and that this decision was then 
passed at the plenary session of the conference. 


The vigorous activities of our delegation in the committees for the use of 


conventions, for recommendations and for resolutions as well as in the 
workers' group is worth noting. 


10 














The address delivered by OPZZ leader Alfred Miodowicz made quite an impres- 
sion. Echoes of that address surfaced till the very end of the conference. 


The whole Polish delegation arrived with a goodwill mission and we got the 
impression that this has been appreciated by the International Labour 
Conference. 


In my opinion the conference has created chances to consider the issue of 
Poland's participation in the work of the ILO and for decisions in this 
respect. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


GOVERNMENT PRESIDIUM 15 JUNE SESSION 
AU221511 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 16 Jun 87 p 2 


[Text] PAP--On 15 June the Government Presidium studied the evaluation of 
the visit to Poland by Zhao Ziyang, acting general secretary of the CPC and 
premier of the CPR State Council. 


The session stressed that Polish-Chinese talks had created conditions for the 
further comprehensive development of bilateral cooperation and for collabora- 
tion in favor of peace and international security and that the further 
development of economic relations with China calls for expanding trade and 
economic and scientific-technological cooperation with the help of new methods 
such as can increase the range of this cooperation and the effectiveness 

of scientific-technological progress in the two countries, 


The Government Presidium instructed ministers and heads of central offices to 
fully realize the conclusions stemming from that visit. 


The Government Presidium made crucial decisions in favor of developing agricul- 
ture and intensifying farm production by accelerating modernization and expansion 
of rural power networks and by improving the supply of electric energy to 
agriculture. The number of transformer points will be increased and modern 
equipment and flexible network facilities will be introduced. 


Favorable conditions will be created to accelerate the production of lime 
and lime-magnesium fertilizers, which is of crucial importance for improving 
the exploitation of all factors that help to increase faria yields. 


Comprehensive efforts will also be made to better use farmlands situated in 
the country's eastern and northeastern regions, halt unfavorable demographic 
processes, improve technical infrastructure, and increase land reclamation 
operations in these regions. 


The Government Presidium instructed the ministers to fully realize agricul- 
tural tasks. 


The Government Presidium discussed the decision on experimental control checks 
of product quality by the Polish Committee for Standardization and Measures 
in 1987. In line with the schedule adopted in December 1986 work, programs 
have been drawn up for inspectors responsible for checking the quality of 
products. Control checks will be carried out in plants in which quality is 
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especially poor and will include all stages of production, the state of 
machines, and legal and economic regulations that can affect quality. 


The Government Presidium instructed the chairman of the Polish Committee 

for Standardization and Measures to name plants in which control checks 

will be made and to inform the Council of Ministers of the results of control 
checks by the end of 1987. The Government Presidium instructed ministers and 
heads of central offices to react at once to postcontrol conclusions. 


The Government Presidium studied information on the 1987-88 activities of 
the government plenipotentiary for the affairs of women. 


Many measures will be taken to improve women's working and living conditions 
and to ensure the best opportunities for them to participate in the country's 
social, political, cultural life. Improving health care for rural women and 
eliminating differences in the conditions between rural and urban women 

are very important tasks. Conditions under whicn children are brought up 

and cared for will be improved, especially by increasing vacancies in day 
centers and nurseries. Regulations on variable working time for young mothers 
should be applied on a larger scale to enable them to combine jobs with bringing 
up children. 


Action will be taken to improve alimony benefits and fiscal aid for mothers 
bringing up children who require special care. 


The Government Presidium instructed ministers and heads of central offices to 
fully realize tasks of the action plan and asked the plenipotentiary for women's 
affairs to report on the implementation of adopted plans every 2 years. 


In line with the announcement made by the premier in the Polfa drug plant 

on 26 May 1987, the Government Presidium made decisions to improve the supply 
of drugs and sanitary equipment. One decision concerned increasing convertible 
currency funds to pay for imports under the health care scheme. Very soon a 
list will be drawn up of medicines necessary to save lives. These medicines 
should always be available on priority basis. The ministers of health and 
social care and of chemical and light industries were instructed to report 

on action taken in this regard by 31 December 1987. 


The Government Presidium examined a draft decree of the Council of Ministers 
on assisting parents and custodians who fo. fiscal and other reasons are 
unable to ensure that their charges receive the necessary upbringing and 
education. The decree will also apply in cases in which hitherto official 
assistance had proved inadequate. 


The proposed measures include assistance in acquiring skills and proper 
employment and in finding accommodation. Persons in especially difficult 
conditions will receive material benefits. 


The kind and range of assistance will be determined by local bodies of state 
administration, which will be aided by trade unions and youth organizations. 
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JOINT PZPR POLITBURO, ZSL COMMUNIQUE 
AU211926 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 17-18 Jun 87 pl 


[Text] On 16 June the PZPR Central Committee Politburo and the Presidium 

of the ZSL Supreme Committee held a field session in Czempin (Poznan 
Voivodship) at which they assessed the implementation of the joint resolu- 
tion adopted at the llth plenum, held in January 1983, concerning the 
attainment of self-sufficiency in food, rational food consumption in society, 
and an improvement in rural living conditions. 


The members of the PZPR and ZSL leaderships visited state, cooperative, and 
private farms, agrofood industry plants, and agricultural service units in 
Poznan and Leszno Voivodships. They acquainted themselves with economic 
performance, political and social activity, and the social and living condi- 
tions enjoyed by farmers and employees. The PZPR and ZSL leaderships thanked 
farmers, employee collectives, rural self-government body activists, and all 
those whose productive work, selflessness, and resourcefulness had made it 
possible to attain positive economic results. 


During the Czempin session the PZPR Politburo and ZSL Presidium members also 
discussed shortcomings in the development of agriculture and the food economy , 
the difficulties created by this year's unfavorable weather, and the shortages 
caused by the many problems that farmers continue to experience in work and 

in life. 


Decisions were adopted on the directions of activity for echelons and organi- 
zaticns and PZPR and ZSL members employed in agriculture, forestry, and the 
food economy. A resolute and offensive-like approach to the attainment of 
these aims will contribute to an improvement in supply for all citizens, 
bring the country closer to self-sufficiency in food, and lead to an improve- 
ment in the living and working conditions of the rural population. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


JOINT PZPR, ZSL PRESIDIUM COMMUNIQUE 
AU231630 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 19 Jun 87 pp 1, 3 


[Text] On 16 June the PZPR Central Committee Politburo and the Presidium of 
the ZSL Supreme Committee held a field session in Czempin (Poznan Voivodship) 
at which they assessed the implementation of the resolution adopted at the 
llth joint plenum, held in January 1983, concerning the attainment of self- 
sufficiency in food, an improvement in rural living conditions, and rational 
food consumption in society. 


Poznan and Leszno Voivodships are regions in which agriculture and the process- 
ing of agricultural produce are highly developed. High economic results are 
being produced by the universal application of modern and efficient methods 

of cultivation and animal husbandry and higher than average consumption of 
production inputs, especially of lime, mineral fertilizers, and certified seed. 


The members of the PZPR and ZSL leaderships visited state, cooperative, and 
private farms in both voivodships. They visited the work forces of agrofood 
industry plants and agriculture service units. They acquainted themselves 
with economic results, party and social activity, and the social aud living 
conditions enjoyed by farmers and employees. During the course of many lively 
conversations, many useful suggestions and proposals were made, critical 
observations were exchanged, many postulates were voiced, and attention was 
drawn to possibilities, which still have not been exploited, for increasing 
yields and production aud improving the provision of services to agriculture. 
Particular interest was aroused by how efficiently production inputs and 
scientific and technical achievements are employed, and ways of improving 
social and consumer services. 


The latest meeting of the PZPR and ZSL leaderships affirms that collaboration 
in implementing the joint agricultural policy is resolute and close. This is 
proof of the strength and permanent quality of the worker-peasant alliance 
and the bond that exists between town and countryside. This makes it 
possible to stimulate the development of Polish agriculture, so that it 
satisfies social needs increasingly better. 


More than 4 years ago the 11th plenum of the PZPR Central Committee and the 


ZSL Supreme Committee formulated a long-term and offensive-like program for 
increasing food production and improving living and working conditions in 
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the countryside. In creating this program use was made Of decisions and 
guidelines that had been previously worked out by the PZPR Central Committee 
Politburo and the Presidium of the ZSL Supreme Committee and had been 
adopted in October 1980 and January 1981. 





The 1lth plenum gave concrete form to the resolutions adopted at the 9th 
Extraordinary PZPR Congress and the 8th ZSL Congress. Extensive use was 
made of the achievements of rural selt'-government bodies, agricultural 
circles and organizations, and cooperative movement self-management bodies, 
and the many proposals made by them were taken into account. Scientists 
and farmers, those with practical experience, played a significant role in 
preparations for the eleventh plenum and its resolutions. 





Despite the problems with which the country is struggling the 11th plenum 
Program is generally being implemented, and it is being checked and assessed 
on an on-going basis. Signals, opinions, and suggestions coming from party 
and ZSL Organizations, agricultural self-management bodies, farmers, and 
scientists are used in correcting deviations. 


Some undertakings require efforts to be made over Many years. But we are 
already feeling the tangible results of some of the work that has been 
carried out in supplying the population with food. Everyone can see these 
results, even if they have only a slight interest in agriculture. It is true 
that changes do not occur overnight but they are clear and Systematic. 

Doubts about these changes can only be dictated by a one-sided, prejudiced 
attitude; such doubts are strikingly at odds with reality. 


Self-government among the rural population has increased as the llth plenum 
decisions have been implemented. Thanks to the law on the system of people's 
councils, regional self-management, and farmers' social and vocational 
organizations and to the cooperative movement law, self-government has gained 
extensive possibilities for exercising an influence on important village and 
commune decisions. Useful, intensive activity is being developed by numerous 
village administrator councils and employee councils on state farms and in 
agricultural processing plants; by agricultural circles and organizations; 
and by rural cooperative movement self-management bodies. PZPR and ZSL 
organizations and echelons are cooperating more closely. 


Last year the food economy obtained significant increases in crop harvests, 
livestock production, and the food industry. Produced national income in 
agriculture rose by 7.5 percent, whereas in the national economy as a whole 
it rose by about 5 percent. 


Good results mean that the population is being better supplied with food- 
stuffs and the population's consumption of meat, milk, processed foods, and 
fruit and vegetables is increasing (compared with 1985). Exports of 
agricultural and foodstuff products exceeded imports. 
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These positive results stem from the consistent observance and permanent 
quality of the main principles of agricultural policy, the extensive appli- 
cation of new developments in biology and technology, especially with regard 
to the cultivation of plants and crops, and an increase in supplies of capital 
goods--of machinery and farming equipment in particular--that is in line 

with what the economy is capable of producing. 


A higher level of vocational qualifications, farmers’ aspirations to increase 
their specialist ki wledge, and a general improvement in the work of 
agricultural services also had a bearing on these results. Profitability 

of agricultural production, especially on more productive farms, was maintained 
despite difficulties. 


The PZPR Central Committee Politburo and the Presidium of the ZSL Supreme 
Committee expr cs respect for and gratitude to individual, cooperative, and 
state farmers; activists involved in the work of rural self-government 
organizations; and employee collectives. Their hard, productive work and 
resourcefulness makes it possible to satisfy the foodstuff needs of society 
and the nation increasingly better. Thanks to these efforts, our country 
and its economy are being strengthened and are closer to attaining self- 
sufficiency in food. 


Against this background of positive changes numerous weaknesses are still 
very much in evidence. 


Agriculture continues to be inadequately supplied with line fertilizer, coal, 
plant protection agents, imported high protein content components for feeds, 
building materials, and some items of technical equipment and machinery. The 
food industry complex's involvement in total investment continues to be 
unsatisfactory. This particularly applies to the production of capital goods 
for agriculture and the food industry. The industry continues to earn an 
inadequate level of profits, which limits self-financing and thus hampers 

the development and modernization of the industry. 


The process of merging areas of land and increasing the size of farms is 
proceeding too slowly. Difficulties in bringing poor soil under cultivation 
are increasing, especially in neglected regions. Production levels for farms 
operating under similar or closely related conditions continue to differ 
greatly. The situation with regard to livestock breeding and the use of 
grassland continues to be unfavorable. The technical, organizational, and 
cadre opportunities that economic units have, especially in the food economy 
and the agricultural services sector, are not being fully exploited. As a 
result of inflationary processes, and an increase in agricultural production 
costs, there continues to be a per employee disparity in income that is to 
the disadvantage of the countryside compared with a similar per person 
income level for persons belonging to the households of working or. farming 
families. 








The PZPR Central Committee Politburo and the Presidium of the ZSL Supreme 
Committee stressed that the upcoming years will be difficult for the national 
economy; discriminatory practices still obtain in financial and trade 

contacts between Poland and highly developed capitalist countries. The severe 
winter caused serious losses in industry and some losses in agriculture, 
particularly in fruit-farming. 


Social expectations concerning the elimination of difficulties connected with 
crisis are growing. The elimination of these difficulties is to be achieved 
by way of the solutions contained in the second Stage of the economic reform. 
These solutions are principally directed at improving management efficiency, 
which also applies to agriculture and is to manifest itself in the form of 
foodstuff market stability. 


Under current conditions more can and has to be done. The elimination of 

the continuing shortage of production inputs urgently requires significantly 
more energetic and effective activities at every level. Needs should be 
accurately defined, and available factors of production should be directed 

to where they will be used efficiently and effectively. It is imperative to 
conserve and to take resolute action against waste, extravagance, and the failure 
to observe basic duties and maintain order. Party and occupational responsi- 
bility needs to be enforced when these principles are violated and severe 

steps need to be taken. 


Party control commissions and rural self-government cells above al! should 
feel obliged to expose abuses and various forms of dishonesty that farmers 
encounter. 


Although the situation has improved, there are still frequent instances of 
arrogance, indifference, and bureaucratism in state administrative offices 
and units providing services to agriculture and the countryside. In our 
country the farmer should be treated as honestly and fairly as any other 
working person. 


Failure to consult decisions concerning agriculture with farmers' repre- 
‘sentatives and agricultural circles requires a resolute response from the 
party. 


Rural self-government bodies still do not fully feel that they are in charge. 
They are insufficiently forceful in ensuring that duties are performed by 
the administration, agricultural services, and other such organizations. 

They can and should initiate the creation of small and medium-sized produce 
processing plants and other local economic ventures, and they should 
eliminate unnecessary intermediate bodies concerned with supply and 
distribution. The review of organizational structures should devote 
particular attention to these matters, particularly at the party~government 
commission level. 


Only concrete and bold activities on the part of regional self-government 
bodies will lead citizens to believe that such bodies can be influential 
and that it is worth electing the best people to serve on them because it 
enables them to engage in authentic, important, and socially useful activity. 
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The PZPR Central Committee Politburo and the Presidium of the ZSL Supreme 
Committee have adopted decisions that set out directions for activity 
conducted by PZPR and ZSL echelons, organizations, and members working in 
agriculture, forestry, and the food economy. The decisions will be published 
in the press. 


The most important tasks for PZPR and ZSL activists were described. These 
tasks are as follows: 


-—-inspiring and helping to create suitable economic, organizational, and 
technical. conditions for encouraging the development of the agrofood 
economy 3 


—the more rapid production of essential factors of production for agricul- 
ture and the food economy; 


--efforts to improve the organization of agriculture and of the provision 

of services to agriculture, the introduction of scientific achievements 

into the countryside, the introduction and extensive application of efficient 
technologies and methods of agricultural production; 


--encouraging and increasing the level of self-government body activity, 
increasing self-government body responsibility for rural affairs, the 
organization of production and related services, and activity connected 
with living conditions}; 


--efforts to fully use this year's reduced level of fruit production; 
--the efficient use of mineral fertilizers and other factors of production: 


-~-to act in the social interest with regard to the preservation of the 
natural environment and the effective enforcement of laws concerning this 
area. 


The PZPR Central Committee Politburo and the Presidium of the ZSL Supreme 
Committee stressed that for progress to be achieved in all areas of the 
food economy, for there to be an improvement in the supply of foodstuffs. 
and an increase in exports of food and agricultural produce, support and 
more involvement are needed from the entire national economy. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


PZPR SECRETARIES MEETING ON AGRICULTURE 
LS242105 Warsaw PAP in English 1712 GMT 24 Jun 87 


(Text ] Warsaw, June 24--Secretaries for agricultural affairs at PUWP 
voivodship committees held a meeting here today to discuss the most important 
tasks of party work in rural areas during the summer months. The meeting was 
chaired by alternate member of the Political Bureau, PUWP CC secretary 
Zbigniew Michalek. 


The meeting reviewed the main aims of new economic solutions concerning agri- 





culture, which will come into force on July 1. Participants were also briefed 


on the basic directions of activities in agriculture proposed in the frame 
lines of the 2nd stage of the economic reform. 


While presenting the Proposed rises of procurement prices for agricultural 
Products and rises in some prices of industrial inputs used in agriculture, 
Deputy Minister uf Agriculture, Forestry and Food Economy Wieslaw Mlynarczyk 
stressed that the economic solutions to be introduced July 1 aim to 
maintain production profitability. 


The rises in procurement prices offset increases in the costs of production 
and, partly, the costs of living of rural families. 


Zbigniew Michalek stated that discussion on the 2nd stage of the reform is 

a search for solutions enabling better use of Polish economy's potential to 
achieve market balance. Progress has to embrace the organization of produc- 
tion, improvement of quality and environment protection. 


/8309 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


MESSNER ATTENDS OPZZ COUNCIL MEETING 
LD252321 Warsaw PAP in English 2150 GMT 25 May 87 


[Text] Warsaw, May 25--The Council of the All-Poland Alliance of Trade Unions 
OPZZ held a meeting here today, attended by members of the government presidium 
and the council of ministers, to discuss the state and prospects of the economy 
and possibilities for a more effective and consistent introduction of the 
economic reform. 


Miodowicz's Address 


Opening the debates, OPZZ Chairman Alfred Miodowicz stated that cooperation 
between the government and the OPZZ is undergoing favourable changes. 


At the present moment, the question on the agenda is: Faster or slower and 
at what price? However, we cannot lose sight of the main aim of economic 
transformations, 1.e., dignity of labour and dignified social life, stressed 
the OPZZ chairman. 


Martyniuk's Address 


Deputy Chairman of the OPZZ Waclaw Martyniuk said, among other things: First 
of all we should stake on energy saving technology. The second basic problem 
is the food market in which the key problem is the elimination of monopoly 

on procurement, processing and trade. The OPZZ is clearly raising the question 
of responsibility of concrete persons and institutions for the state of the 
economy, need for enforcement of one-man responsibility for decisions. 


The question arises: Why is equilibrium to be achieved by means of curtailing 
demand instead of increasing production. It is disturbing that groups of 
people may emerge who will derive their incomes not from work, but from owning 
stocks or shares. 


Sadowski's Address 
Major directions of government plans and activities concerning the implementa- 


tion of the second stage of the economic reform were presented by Deputy Prime 
Minister Zdzislaw Sadowski who stated, among other things: The key problem is 
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to focus on the increase of profitable production. There is no possibility 
of a quick change in the structure of industry, of immediate closing-down 
of all inefficient enterprises or the elimination of rationing of materials 
in short supply. These goals have to be attained as fast as possible but 
through the application of the method of gradual expansion of economic 
mechanism. 


Discussion 


The essence of the discussion, during which 23 participants of the meeting took 
the floor, was a critical evaluation of the hitherto course of the economic 
reform and plans for the future. 


Much attention was also devoted to the role of the working people. The society 
and especially the young generation needs positive impulses. It was stated 
that one cannot agree with a view that the current system guarantees a 

correct selection of cadres. 


Messner's Address 


Prime Minister Zbigniew Messner took a stand on some of the questions raised 
during the discussion. He recalled that there is no precise point dividing 
the reform into stages, while the concepts of the first stage and second 
Stage were used conventionally. Under the influence of external and internal 
barriers some of the solutions of the reform were not introduced in the whole 
of the economy and some of the mechanisms were distorted. 


Since at the present time we note favourable trends in the development of the 
economy, conditions have arisen for the acceleration of the reform, for greater 
consistency in the application of the reform's mechanisms and for the expansion 
of its scope by new elements not included in 1981. 


The prime minister disagreed with the opinion, presented also during the meet- 
ing, that there is a lack of an evaluation of the state of the economy and 
Stated: On the contrary, we have never had so Many analyses as now. They 
show also positive tendencies, for example, in the field of consumer market 
stabilization and use of materials and raw materials. 


OPZZ Statement 


The OPZZ Council adopted a statement in which it expressed its full support for 
Poland's significant peace initiative called the Jaruzelski plan. The state- 
ment reads in part: These proposals are a vital element of global security, 
they serve averting the possibility of a sudden attack in Europe, where the 
biggest arsenals of mass destruction arms are concentrated. Having in mind 
the crime of genocide committed by fascism on the Polish nation, we appeal 

to trade union members, to working people in Poland and abroad for active 
support of all activities favouring the cause of European security and the 
consolidation of peace on our continent. 


/8309 
CSO: 2020/124 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


TV ON CENTRAL COMMISSION FOR COOPERATION MEETING 
LD171938 Warsaw Television Service in Polish 1730 GMT 17 Jun 87 


[Text] A meeting of the Central Commission for Cooperation Between the 
PZPR, United Peasant Party (ZSL) and the Democratic Party (SD) has taken 
place with the participation of the remaining signatories of the Patriotic 
Movement for National Rebirth's (PRON) declaration. In the meeting the 
following participated: On the part of the PZPR, Wojciech Jaruzelski, 
Kazimierz Barcikowski, Josef Baryla, Jozef Czyrek, Tadeusz Porebski; on the 
part of the ZSL Roman Malinowski, Jozef Koziol, Jozef Kukulka, Bogdan 
Krolewski, Kazimierz Kozub; on the part of the Democratic Party, Marek 
Wieczorek, Kazimierz Modzelewski, Edward Zglobicki, Jan Janowski, Mieczyslaw 
Lesniak, Jan Dobraczynski, Zenon Komender, Kazimierz Morawski, and Wieslaw 
(Gwizdz). In the meeting of the commission, Zbigniew Messner, Jerzy 
Ozdowski, Marian Orzechowski, Wladyslaw Loranc also participated. 


The meeting's participants acquainted themselves with information on the 
course of the third visit of John Paul II in Poland. Hope was expressed that 
the visit will bear fruit in strengthening the national accord, with an in- 
crease in respect for work and also moral values, and will also augment 

the motherland's authority in the world. It was stated that the yardstick 
of patriotic maturity is the ability to reconcile various opinions and argu- 
ments on the basis of the supreme national and state interests. The dignity 
of the people accompanying the pope's visit is proof of that maturity. The 
participants of the meeting expressed thanks to everyone who contributed to 
the dignified, safe and efficient course of the visit. 


The Central Commission for Cooperation also acquainted itself with the course 
and conclusions of the deliberations of the consultative political committee 
of the Warsaw Pact states in Berlin at the end of May this year. The course of 
those deliberations confirms once again that the strengthening of peace and 
security of nations, detente and the deepening of trust between the East and 
West, and also the development of advantageous cooperation remain the un- 
alterable, supreme aims of the foreign policy of the Pact states. In this 
context the Polish plan for disarmament and increasing trust in Central 
Europe, the so-called Jaruzelski Plan, takes on an appropriate significance. 
It was unanimously supported by the participants of the deliberations and 

has met with general interest in the world. 


The Berlin conference once again demonstrated the unity and coherence of the 
allied states and the will for comprehensive cooperation and the strengthening 
of cooperation in the world. Poland, as it has up to now, will make her due 
contribution to that great work. 
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POLAND POLITiCAL 


TRADE UNION CHAIRMEN MEET IN LODZ 
LD202102 Warsaw PAP in English 2020 GMT 20 Jun 87 


[Text] Warsaw, June 20--Chairmen of trade union organizations from Poland's 
largest work establishments met in Lodz today to discuss lines of realization 
of the economic reform. 


The meeting confirmed that the trade unions movement perceives the radical 
and consistent economic reform as the only chance for the country and the 
working people. However, trade unionists differ from their government 
partners in their views on ways of reaching the reform's ends. 


In his introductory speech, vice-chairman of the OPZZ (All-Poland Alliance 
of Trade Unions) Waclaw Martyniuk stressed that in the recent years the trade 
unions gradually adopted the conviction that without radical, even revolu- 
tionary change of the concept of managing, the key motto of the trade unions 
to preserve the population's living standard would lose its reason of 
existence. 


The point is to make the 2nd stage of reform realistic, and at the same time 
socially attractive. This is the precondition for realization of decisions 

of the trade unions congress which firmly spoke in favour of the improvement 
of systemic solutions of the reform. 


Martyniuk stressed that trade unions had never come Out against the goals and 
principles of the reform but they would always oppose such practical realiza- 
tions which cause adverse economic and social effects, 


Head of the OPZZ Economic Commission Wojciech Wisniewski said that trade 
unions should demand the realization of those draft guidelines of the 2nd 
Stage of economic reform that would result in disrupting the existing 
inefficient, bureaucratized economic machine. 


"It is necessary to come out in favour of strengthening self-management, 


for competition and disruption of monopolies, for the free transfer of capital 
through sale of bonds and workers' shares," he said. 
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Edmund Tarnowski, trade unions chairman at nitrogen plant in Kedzierzyn 
said that working people view the seeking of equilibrium only through 
further growth of prizes and halting the wage rise as unacceptable while 
at the same time (factories') production capacities remain untapped. 


The 2nd stage of reform should change the fiscal policy and reduce the role 
of the centre in direct managing of the economy, one of the discussants said. 


The reform of the centre will be a fact, Minister of Labour, Wages and Social 
Affairs Janusz Pawlowski told the meeting. 


In his concluding speech OPZZ Chairman Alfred Miodowicz stressed enormous 
significance of social approval for reformatory measures undertaken in the 
2nd stage. This requires that the guidelines draft socially most attractive 
and signficiant goals which the reform is to serve. The OPZZ chairman 
mentioned chiefly the improvement of situation in housing and health care. 


/8309 
cso: 2020/124 


25 











POLAND POLITICAL 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL URGES NEW CONSTITUTION 
PM031429 Szczecin GLOS SZCZECINSKI in Polish 6 May 86 p 3 


[Interview with Prof Zbigniew Radwanski, chairman of the Legislative Council 
attached to the chairman of the Council of Ministers, by INTERPRESS corres- 
pondent Janusz Krawczyk; date, place not given] 


[Text] [Krawczyk] In recent years--1984 counting as the turning point--both 
the substantive scope of the brief of the Legislative Council and its social 
prestige have grown immeasurably. 


[Radwanski] This is the effect of the new blueprint for the work of the 
Legislative Council, whereas the council itself has been changed in its 
composition and its character. Before 1984 it was a body dominated by high 
state officials, that is, civil servants rather than legal theoreticians and 
practitioners. In that sense it was a composite body. At present all the 
members of the Legislative Council are lawyers, appointed individually on 
the strength of their academic qualifications and personal qualities. This 
collective body of experts, independent of the state, is made up of 29 pro- 
fessors of law and 11 legal practitioners, none of whom receive any re- 
muneration for their services, or hold any official posts. The council 
Presidium is chosen from among the council members, 


[Krawczyk] The council is now empowered to examine matters other than 
those passed to it by the chairman of the Council of Ministers or recommended 
by a minister. 


[Radwanski] It can also proceed on its own initiative in matters connected 
with the assessment, application, and making of law. 


[Krawczyk] Making good law: There is a connection between this concept 
and the "Report on the State of Legislation," the document that constitutes 
the council's greatest achievement in its present term of office. 


[Radwanski] The council took up the formidable task in preparing the "Report 


on the State of Legislation." It was the second uncertaking of this kind 
in the history of the Polish People's Republic. However, public opinion 
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should also be informed that, after completing the "Report," the council 

took the initiative of undertaking several other tasks within its competence, 
none of which would be easy to overestimate. The most recent example, coming 
under the classification of "assessment of the existing legislation," is a 
study of the effectiveness of civil legislation. In the area of "law making," 
that is, the preparation of very complex and innovatory legal acts and drafts 
of normative legal acts, the most advanced project is the bill on the general 
provisions of administrative legislation. Initial work has begun on the 
outline of the general provisions of financial legislation. Work is in 
progress on a general code of social security, a pioneering Polish initiative, 
not to be found in many other countries in the world. Another example of 

the council's work is in the educational field: training of legislative 
personnel in ministries and offices. 


[Krawczyk] Professor, the "Report on the State of Legislation" contains the 
following conclusion in the chapter on the constitutional law in the Polish 
People's Republic: "When the existing constitution eventually exhausts its 
power to stimulate further, socialist development of the legislation in the 


spirit of the changes characteristic of the 1980's, appropriate action should 
then be taken to prepare a new constitution." 


[Radwanski] To put it simply, we need to write a new constitution. This is 
the view of the Legislative Council, and also my own opinion as its chairman. 
When should it be done? The Legislative Council is of the opinion that the 
new constitution should be ready by 1991, and the fact that we will be then 
celebrating the bicentenary of the 3d May Constitution is not the only reason 
for this. The present constitution is among the oldest of similar acts in 
the socialist countries. Some of its phraseology is simply out of touch with 
the present social and economic situation in our country. 


The constitution is in need of substantive alterations which will take into 
account the new social requirements: progressive democratization of our public 
life, the principles of the economic reform, and perhaps also some changes in 
the structure of power and that of various state bodies. 


To leave substantive, doctrinal considerations aside, from the legislative 
viewpoint the new constitution should be an act of a more juridical nature, that 
is, it should expound in more precise and detailed terms on such questions as, 
say, citizens' rights and obligations and formulate them in the shape of 
legislative norms rather than slogans and postulations. This will help to im- 
prove the observance of the law, the latter being safeguarded by the 
Constitutional Tribunal. If this tribunal is to discharge its functions 
properly, in particular that of establishing whether parliamentary acts comply 
with the constitution, the latter must be formulated in legal terms. 


In my opinion the new constitution should be aimed at the future. it should 
facilitate the progress of our society in the desired direction by assisting 
its development rather than just fossilizing the developments which have 
already taken place. In other words, the new constitution should energize 
the existing reality and stimulate social development. because that 
constitutes the basis for all legislative development. 














[Kraqczyk] Professor, what role do you envisage for the Legislative Council 
in the task of creating the new constitution? 


[Radwanski] The council will not do any work on the actual creation of the 
new constitution. According to our constitutional tradition, that is the 
prerogative of the Extraordinary Sejm Commission, whereas the role of the 
Legislative Council is limited to carrying out auxiliary work. 


Writing a new constitution is a matter of great consequence and no part 

of the task should be done in haste. ‘The turbulent years we are going 

through and—-let me point this out--the lack of any clear pattern to the 
direction of our overall social development do not make it easy to make any 
forecasts about the picture of our future. That is why I must repeat that 

it is imperative that we should curb our impatience. We must attend to 
concrete details first, so that we should not need to update and revise things 


later. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


OMBUDSMAN LAW PRESENTED IN SEJM 
AU101328 Warsaw RZECZPOSPOLITA in Polish 28 May 8/7 p 3 


[Report on the draft ombudsman law presented to the 27 May session of the 
Sejm by PZPR Sejm Deputy Marianna Skrzypek] 


[Text] During discussions about the Constitutional Tribunal at the beginning 
of the eighties it was suggested that a human rights spokesman should be 
appointed. This idea was a result of efforts to promote socialist renewal 
and democratize our life. 


PRON was in favor of this idea from the very beginning, because it realized 
that the ombudsman institution could strengthen socialist legality and create 
further effective guarantees for civic rights and freedoms. In line with its 
first congress resolution, PRON not only advocated the appointment of the 
ombudsman, but also drew up an initial draft of the appropriate law, sponsored 
extensive consultations in this connection, and obtained the support of the 
PZPR, the ZSL, the SD, and the other PRON signatories. This support, which 
was expressed during the aforementioned nationwide consultations, was the basis 
of the position assumed by the PRON National Council on the organizational 
and legal concept of the social institution of the human rights spokesman. 
This position was assumed at the end of the consultations in question. The 
draft law presented to the House is based on the aforementioned position. 


The planned institution of the ombudsman is not designed to deputize for the 
bodies whose task it is to see that the laws and legality are observed. Nor 
will the ombudsman enjoy any powers to interfere with the decisions made by 
these bodies. The ombudsman will operate alongside these bodies and will be 
an additional effective device designed to protect civic rights in the course 
of the work done by administration and other state and social institutions. 


The apointment of the ombudsman also has international implications because 
the significance of the ombudsman institution was stressed during debates 

on the F-ternational Convention of Civic and Political Rights. Including 
the ombudsman institution in the Polish legal-political system expresses 

our authcrities' resolve to guarantee the fullest possible protection for 
human rights in accordance with the international accords ratified by Poland. 











In accordance with Article 1, Item 2 of the draft law, "the ombudsman is a 
State institution guarding the civic rights and freedoms as defined by the 
PPR Constitution and legal enactments." The draft law, which provides a 
general outline of the ombudsman's powers, indicates which legal enactments 
can apply to the cases brought to his attention. These cases can be settled 
in accordance with valid regulations-—-laws, decrees, and rules based on the 


laws. 


Guarding civic rights and freedoms, the ombudsman finds out whether the laws, 
the principles of living side by side, and social justice have been violated. 


The complicated and responsible tasks facing the ombudsman and social expec- 
tations of his performance make it necessary to place exacting requirements 

on candidates for ombudsman. That is why the following person can become the 
ombudsman: A Polish citizen whose legal knowledge is Outstanding, whose 
professional and social experience is excellent, and who enjoys general 
authority because of his moral qualities and sensitivity to social issues. 

To be able to cope with his duties the ombudsman should be given the necessary 
powers and should be independent of other state bodies in his performance. 

This independence is necessary because state bodies' activities may be subject- 
ed to his control. 


In line with prevailing demands, the authors of the ombudsman law are in favor 
of the ombudsman who functions at the central level only, who is appointed 

by the Sejm on the motion of PRON or the Sejm Presidium, and who is responsible 
only to the Sejm in accordance with the principles of the ombudsman law. This 
means that the ombudsman will enjoy the full support of the Sejm's authority. 
However, since we propose to set up 4 new institution that may be developed 

the draft law makes it possible to modify it as suggested by the initial 
experience of its operation. Article 19 of the draft stipulates that, if the 
Sejm agrees, the ombudsman will be able to appoint his local plenipotentiaries. 


The draft law stipulates that the ombudsman can implement his legal duties as 
soon as he has been informed that civic rights and freedoms have been violated. 
He can start implementing his powers if asked to or on his own initiative, 

but Article 7 of the draft gives priority to citizens’ complaints because it 

is their rights that the ombudsman has to protect and because he must be 
accessible to them to a great degree. That is why he will be able to eliminate 
a certain feeling of "the individual's helplessness" vis-a-vis the extensive 
System of bodies and institutions whose actions and motives can be incompre- 
hensible to citizens and can in this way create a sense of wrong. 


However, the ombudsman's independent action to clear up a case is of special 
Significance and nature. That is why he should enjoy an unlimited access to 
all evidence connected with a given case and should be able to examine it on 
the spot or with the help of available information, expertises, and opinions. 


At the point it is worth indicating the enactments of the draft law that 
define the extensive forms of the ombudsman's activities, following his 


examination of the case. 
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The law states that the ombudsman will be able to take action along six 
different lines, depending on his findings about the case: 


1. To tell the complaintant that as a result of inquiries no violation of 
civic rights and freedoms has taken place. 


2. To address his findings to the body, organization, or institution that 
has been found to have violated civic rights and freedoms. The body in 
question must respond to the findings within 30 days and report what action 
has been taken in this connection. If the ombudsman is not satisfied with 
this action he can apply to the appropriate higher authority and ask for 

a supervisory examination of the case in question. 


3. To ask a higher authority to take the necessary action. 
4. To ask for penal proceedings or proceedings applicable to misdemeanors. 


5. To ask for administrative proceedings and to participate in them as legal 
prosecutor. 


6. To appeal against every final court verdict in line with principles defined 
in separate regulations. 


However, we want the ombudsman to do more than just to examine individual cases. 
As a result of his activities and observations about recurring legal inade- 
quacies, the ombudsman will be able to form evaluations and proposals aimed at 
ensuring an effective protection for civic rights and freedoms and at improving 
the procedures by which citizens’ cases are settled. 


That is why the ombudsman has an extremely important power to propose new 
legislation and to ask the Constitution and whether a decree accords with the 
Constitution or a legal enactment. 


The ombudsman's right to submit to the Sejm an annual report on his activities 
and his views about the observance of civic rights and freedoms is an 
important feature of the draft law. His report is to be generally published, 
which means that the mass media will be used to this end. The openness 

of the ombudsman's activities will be an important instrument for winning 

the trust of the public and will help increase respect for the rule of law 

and for the protection of civic rights. 


Convinced that this draft law submitted for consideration of this Honorable 
House is sufficiently developed I beg the House to further discuss it at this 
session and to send it for further processing by the appropriate Sejm 
Commissions. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


OFFICIAL COMMENTS ON ANTI-ALCOHOL CAMPAIGN 
PM121243 Bydgoszcz GAZETA POMORSKA in Polish 7 May 87 p 4 


[Interview with Prof Ignacy Wald, chairman of expert group of Council of 
Ministers Commission for Combating Alcoholism, by KAR correspondent 
Irena Scholl; date, place not given] 


[Text] [Scholl] Legislation Says one thing and life does another. This is 
the most succinct comment with which we might celebrate the 4th anniversary, 
on 13 May this year, of the passing of the act on temperance education and 
prevention of alcoholism. 


[Wald] I will also allow m self a bitter comment: Each statistical Pole 

could toast this 4th anniversary with... a good half-liter of pure spirit. 

This is because between 1983 and the end of 1986 our per capita alcohol 
consumption, measured in pure spirit equivalent, went up from 6.2 to 6.9 liters. 


[Scholl] Was 1986 a record year? 
[Wald] No. We set a record in 1980, by “achieving” the figure of 8.4 liters. 
[Scholl] This being the result... 


[Wald] Of our socioeconomic crisis and the distintegration of the market for 
other commodities. In 1981 it became obvious that the alcohol market had 
disintegrated as well. And we set another record, one not noted in postwar 
Europe at that: in the reduction of alcohol consumption from 8.4 to 6.4 liters. 


[Scholl] Some commentators see the reason for that in the high political 
temperature and the great awakening of social awareness that took place at 
the time.... 


[Wald] The reality was that we had a year of bad crops, a shortage of raw 
material for the production of alcohol and a slump in deliveries of alcoholic 
beverages. I suggest you recall the long lines in front of liquor stores 

and the battles between the customers and the store attendants. Alcohol 
rationing was introduced--initially as a local measure in Glucholazy, later 
over the whole country--to guarantee overone's right of purchase. 
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[Scholl] What conclusions can be drawn from the continuing decline in 
alcohol consumption over the following years until 1983, and the subsequent 
increase despite the introduction of the new law? 


[Wald] In the years 1981-83 the price of alcohol went up very rapidly 
whereas the increase in personal incomes was not as significant as it has 
been recently. As a result. since 1983 the relative price of spirits has 
been falling, and an average wage would buy more and more half-liter 
bottles of vodka. Hence the sudden leap of more than half a liter in per 
capital alcohol consumption between 1983 and 1986. 


[Scholl] Why was the provision in the act which stipulated that all increases 
in the price of vodka should predate wage increases never fully implemented? 


[Wald] Increases are a two-edged sword. The moment the prices of alcoholic 
beverages go up too sharply, the "moonshine" industry perks up, as happened 
in 1981-83. 


[Scholl] How do we know this, since it is so-called unrecorded consumption? 


[Wald] The Citizen's Militia finds the "producers," sales of yeast go up, 
the demand for sugar rises, and specialists at our Institute of Psychiatry 
and Neurology find an increase in the number of cases of alcoholic psychoses. 


[Scholl] Can we link an increase in alcohol consumption with the incidence 
of psychoses? 


[Wald] The link is extremely close. In 1980 we recorded 12.3 cases of 
alcoholic psychoses per 1,000 population, in 1981 4.9, in 1982 4.7, and 
in 1983 7.7. These increases could not be linked with an increase in re- 
corded alcohol consumption. So what could they be attributed to? To the 
consumption of "moonshine." 


In 1986 illicit production of liquor suffered a decline, one of the reasons 
being that in 1985 many heavy fines and unconditional imprisonment sentences 
were imposed. 


[Scholl] The act limited the number of retail alcohol sale outlets to 
29 ,000. 


[Wald] That number has not been exceeded. On the other hand, local 
authorities do not always obey Article 18 of the act but allow liquor bars 
and stores to be sited near schools, enterprises, or churches. 


[Scholl] We waste a lot of money on drink because money gets devalued 
rapidly. Because there is nothing else to spend money on. Because there 
are no foreseeable prospects for getting, say, an apartment of one's own. 
These are the reasons implied by many people one speaks to. 


[Wald] There are many reasons for drinking, but I should like to say that 


statistically every person in Switzerland consumes 13 liters of alcohol per 
year, measured in pure spirit equivalent. And we all know that they live in 
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a very wealthy and excellently run country distinguished by its traditionally 
Strict moral code. The Luxembourgers, the Hungarians, and the East Germans 
all drink more than we do. 


[Scholl] So how did we develop our reputation as the worst drunkards of 
them all? 


[Wald] It is because we drink almost 70 percent of our alcohol in the form 
of hard liquor. Because we drink not only on social occasions: We 
specially seek and create occasions for celebrating anything at all so that 
we can have a pretext for drinking and for getting drunk. 


[Scholl] The act requires that we develop the manufacture of low-alcohol 
drinks, 


[Wald] And indeed there is reflected in the plans which are, among other things, 
monitored by our commission. Unfortunately, production plans for spirits and 
flavored brands of vodka are regularly exceeded while those for beer, wine, 
mead, and similar beverages are underfulfilled. 


Besides, 0.375 liter bottles constitute less than 5 percent of the containers 
in which alcoholic beverages are solid, although the act requires that they 
constitute 20 percent of all containers in which spirits are sold. 


According to experts on our commission it is time to apply financial penalties 
to those producers who fail to comply with the plan. Certainly the practice 
of exceeding the plan in the production of spirits should be penalized, not 
rewarded. Unless they find a market for the surplus production abroad. 


[Scholl] Especially as the availability and “ubiquity” of vodka interferes 
with the pace of work at many enterprises as well as causing a decline in work 
discipline and quality. 


[Wald] The number of persons detained at their workplace or refused entry to 
it for being under the influence of alcohol has increased. This indicates 

that the act has worked here, although we still record cases of fatal accidents 
at work with the casualties being drunken emp loyees. 


Alcohol stuns people's faculties or intensifies their aggressiveness. Accord- 
ing to the findings of the Crime Prevention Office of the Citizens' Militia 
National Headquarters, in 1986, 87 percent of all crimes of robbery with 
assault, 84 percent of all crimes of domestic violence, 80 percent of rapes, 
and 75 percent of all crimes of manslaughter were committed under the influence 
of alcohol. 


Add to all this that reprehensible way in which alcohol constitutes an instru- 

ment of bribery and corruption. Where people drink with others to obtain their 
favors and to secure their backing. Alcohol cements cliques and feeds corrup- 

tion. The trouble is that here all parliamentary acts are helpless: They can 

never be as effective as resolute social condemnation. 
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[Scholl] What is the most difficult thing in combating alcohol abuse? 


[Waid] The ability to say no when someone tries to fill our glass with 
vodka. 


[Scholl] Thank you for the interview. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


? DATA ON YOUTH ALCOHOLISM, DRUGS 
AU051151 Warsaw RZECZPOSPOLITA in Polish 2 Jun 87 p 3 
[Report signed "(and.)": "Disturbing Data"] 


[Text ] Preventing drug addiction is now the task of all our people. Drug 
addicts are individuals who should be helped in every possible way. 


Anonymous opinion polls among young people show that older youths shrink 

from drug taking and that only youngsters admit to having had experience with 
@® marihuana (6 percent) and to having sniffed various drug substances (4 percent). 

On the other hand, alcohol is as universal in schools as it is in plants, 


Questioned about alcohol consumption within a month, 64 percent of eighth 
grade students in primary schools admitted to having consumed alcohol not 

‘so long before and 74 percent of students in vocational school admitted 
the same thing. Most young people drink wine or beer, but 10 percent admitted 
to vodka drinking and as many as 9 percent stated that they had been drunk 
during the month preceding the poll. 


Evaluating the realization of the law on training people in sobriety and on 
countering alcoholism, the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare notes that 
the most disturbing phenomenon is the continued lowering of the age of 
alcohol -abusing individuals. Last year primary school pupils were receiving 
treatment in sobering-up stations. 


Sejm Deputy Janusz Szymborski, who is a physician and head of the Health Care 
@eam for Mother and Child in Walbrzych, supplied the most disturbing data on 
juvenile alcoholism and drug addiction at the most recent session of the Sejm 
Commission for Social Policy, Health, and Physical Culture, which discussed 
the realization of the anti-alcohol law. He said that at times children 
Showing strong symptoms of poisoning are brought for treatment to his reanima- 
tion station. The youngest girl requiring reanimation from an overdose of 
drugs was 13, and the youngest patient showing symptoms of alcohol poisoning 
was 2. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


GOVERNMENT PRESIDIUM ON HOUSING, YOUTH, TOURISM 
AU100838 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 2 Jun 87 p 2 


[Excerpts] PAP--At its 1 June session, the Government Presidium examined a 
periodic report on housing construction between January and April this year. 


A total of 20,619 apartments have been completed since the beginning of the 
year, which is 15.3 percent of the minimum laid down in the 1987 Central 
Annual Plan and 15.5 percent of the level laid down in voivodship annual 
plans. Only four voivodships fulfilled the planned housing construction level 
for the first 4 months of the year. The following voivodships overfulfilled 
it: Krakow, Krosno, Przemysl, Opole, and Kalisz. The following voivodships 
achieved the lowest level of construction: Nowy Sacz (3.4 percent of the 
annual plan), Bielsko-Biala (4.7 percent), Piotrkow Trybunalski, Wroclaw, and 
Pila. The voivodas of these voivodships said that one of the reasons for this 
was irregular deliveries of building materials and elements, especially 
polystyrene tiles, ceramic tiles, metal sheets, electrical installations, and 
plastics. Guaranteeing and maintaining regular supplies of these commodities 
is essential in order to fulfill the plan and accelerate construction in those 
voivodships with the lowest construction figures. 


The Government Presidium underlined the voivodas' responsibility to fulfill 
voivodship construction plans. Failure to achieve the minimum level specified 
in voivodship plans could threaten the annual plan. 


Next, the Government Presidium approved a document describing the government 's 
main activity for young people in 1987-9. [as printed] 


The primary task is to guarantee a suitable material base for the young people's 
start in independent life. 


Increased care will be provided for the economically weakest young families 

by means of higher benefits for the lowest wage earners. A pension has been 
introduced for those who have been infirm since childhood. Grants for scholars 
and students will now be subject to annual increases. 
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In accordance with the principle of supporting the young people's start in 
all sectors of the national economy, farms run by young people, especially 
those that have recently been estalbished, will receive priority supplies of 
materials and priority credits. 


A more rapid satisfaction of young people's housing needs requires the expansion 
of organized cooperative and factory housing construction. The system of 
financing cheap construction work by teams will be improved. More attics and 
existing structures will be adapted to housing needs. 


The second stage of the economic reform permits the broadest possible applica- 
tion of modern techniques and technology. 


This gives young people a chance to be more involved in the movement of 
rationalization and inventiveness, 


Activity designed to combat social pathology will be developed. The network 
of clubs, recreation halls, and centers of culture and rest will be expanded. 


The relevant ministries, together with the youth unions, will examine the 
effectiveness of the above-mentioned activity from time to time, and the 
conclusions will be presented to the government. 


In 1986 almost 27 million people crossed Poland's frontiers. Such a con- 
siderable and continuing increase in tourist traffic puts a strain on border 
crossings and reduces the quality of travel services. Comprehensive activity 
has been undertaken to improve the situation. Undertakings designed to improve 
the functioning of crossings include organizational improvements, the simpli- 
fication and modification of customs regulations, and better technical 
equipment in order to facilitate the work of customs officers. So far, it 

has been decided to reconstruct and expand Okecie Airport in Warsaw and the 
maritime passenger terminal in Swinoujscie. The reconstruction of most exist- 
ing road and rail crossings is foreseen. 


The Government Presidium acquainted itself with a report on the effects of 
the flood and ordered urgent activity to eliminate them. 


The session was attended by the viovodas of Bielsko-Biala, Nowy Sacz, 
Piotrkow Trybunalski, and Wroclaw, as well as by chairmen of youth unions 
and organiations. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


DEFENSE COMMISSION VIEWS REFORM, HOUSING NEEDS 
AU121105 Warsaw ZOLNIERZ WOLNOSCI in Polish 3 Jun 87 ppl, 2 
["jg"-signed report: "The Search for Effective Solutions"] 


[Text] The government draft theses concerning the second stage of the economic 
reform were examined by members cf the Sejm National Defense Commission at their 
Tuesday (2 June) session. The Sejm deputies, whose work was directed by 
commission chairman Prof Henryk Jablonski, also acquainted themselves with the 
operation of the system to increase the efficiency of the administration in the 
armed forces. The commission also assessed how the construction of housing 

for the needs of the armed forces was proceeding. 


The session was attended by General of Arms Antoni Jasinski, vice minister of 
national defense with responsibility for general affairs; also in attendance 
were representatives of the Supreme Chamber of Control, of the Council of 
Ministers Planning Commission, and of the finance and construction ministries. 


Analyzing the theses concerning the second stage of the economic reform 
submitted by the government from the viewpoint of the interests of state 
defense in a broad sense, including the functioning of the armed forces, the 
deputies stated: "Strengthening the national economy helps to increase our 
country's security and its defensive capacity." The proposed economic mechanisms 
are currently being carefully analyzed by individual departments of the 
Ministry of National Defense. Solutions that would enable the armed forces 

to operate efficiently and effectively under changed economic conditions are 
also being sought. Among those who spoke during the discussion were Sejm 
deputies Kazimierz Secomski, Stanislaw Gucwa, and Ryszard Najsznerski. 
Attention was drawn to the need to improve incentive systems, which should 
take account of social, ethical, and economic factors. The creation of 
appropriate mechanisms by itself is not enough; people must be familiar with 
these mechanisms and know how to use them. Significant results should also 

be produced by activities that release initiative and promote the conservation 
of raw materials in a broad sense. 


The National Defense Commission deemed the system for the administrative 
efficiency in the armed forces, which has been in operation for many years, 
consonant with the proposed directions of the reform, the object of which is 
to effect the accelerated and comprehensive improvement of the economy. The 
solutions that have been introduced and are being continually improved 
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encourage efficiency-oriented activities, and the results that have been 
achieved thanks to this confirm, in the opinion of the deputies, the 
view that the military is a good administrator. 


The housing construction recession is being felt by the whole of society, 
including the professional military cadre. That is why the members of 

the National Defense Commission decided to analyze and assess how the 
construction of housing for the military's needs is proceeding. During the 
session--with the participation of General of Arms Wlodzimierz Oliwa, Chief 
Quartermaster of the Polish Armed Forces, and representatives of voivodship 
authorities in Wroclaw, Katowice, Warsaw, Gdansk, and Koszalin--efforts were 
made to establish the reasons for this state of affairs. 


This is because for some years the number of apartments that have been made 
available to the Ministry of National Defense have been below projected 
levels. Last year the ministry received barely 80 percent of the planned 
level of premises, and statements made by voivodas indicate that the current 
year will be no better. The situation in the following voivodships is 
particularly difficult: Warsaw, Koszalin, Zielona Gora, Zamosc, and Poznan, 
and the three cities of Gdansk, Gdynia, and Sopot. This is all the more 
troubling because the Commission for National Defense has frequently stressed 
the need for radical improvements in this field, which is essential for 
national defense. It was also pointed out that construction results depend 
on the involvement of regional authorities to a great extent. The voivodships 
of Wroclaw, Bydgoszcz, and Katowice serve as an example; in these regions the 
transfer of housing to the military proceeds without any difficulties. 


The Defense Ministry has made considerable efforts to improve the existing 
Situation. Military reserves have been mobilized for the purpose of obtaining 
construction sites and producing materials and, finally, military support has 
been given to construction industry enterprises. 


The Sejm deputies indicated that there was an urgent need to introduce a whole 
series of new institutional solutions into the construction sector, solutions 
that would facilitate increased production and the better use of existing 
resources. Taking into account the seriousness of the housing construction 
problem for the functioning of the armed forces, the deputies, in a letter 

to the chairman of the Council of Ministers, stated that it was essential 

for the government to take appropriate organizational and institutional steps 
aimed at obliging regional authorities to take more effective actions, the 
result of which would be the full accomplishment of housing tasks pertaining 
to the military's needs. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


PRON APPEAL FOR ECOLOGY MOVEMENT PARTICIPATION 


Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 8 Apr 87 p 4 


{article by (K.P.): "The Ecological Public Movement: An Invitation to 
Participate" under the rubric "Reportage, Feuilletons, Publicistics"] 


[Text] The integration of the public ecological movement is a fact. At the 
last meeting of representatives of the numerous organizations, associations, 
committees, and societies whose activities include environmental protection, 
public hygiene, and safety of labor, a 30-member presidium was elected. The 
head of the Ecological Public Movement -- because this is to be its official 
appellation -- became Professor Jan Kostrzewski, a vice chairman of the 
National Council of the PRON [Patriotic Movement for National Rebirth]. 


The need for integrating public activities in environmental protection had 
long been postulated by PRON elements. On the PRON's initiative, a special 
open taskforce was established with the object of developing the program and 
organizational framework for this new plane of consensus among nearly a 
thousand different public organizations. 


The public movement for environmental protection has long been existing and 
active in dispersed form and gaining, especially in recent years, a growing 
number of supporters. At present the attempt is simply to encompass it within 
a new organizational framework for uniting dispersed efforts and enhancing 
their effectiveness. The Ecological Public Movement is an open one; it does 
not impinge on the autonomy of its member organizations. Its main purpose 
will be to represent public needs, views, and opinions on various ecological 
problems, to disseminate information and experience, and to provide assistance 
and advice on environmental protection to both private citizens and 


organizations. 


The EPM will progote public knowledge and awareness and the application of 
ecological principles to economic practice. It will exercise public 
supervision over adherence to legal provisions governing environmental 
protection. It also intends to promote enhancing the participation of citizens 
and public organizations in judging economic objectives and counteracting 
measures that are irrational from the ecological point of view. The movement 
poses to itself the aim of organizing various civic actions to promote 
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environmental protection and assisting and protecting persons and 
organizations working on ecological problems. 


The new nascent plane of consensus among many public organizations can count 
on the assistance and Support of the PRON. Its objectives also include 
establishing closer contacts with the Commission for Environmental Protection 
under the Council of State and with people's councils, which surely will serve 
to obtain the funds needed for the additional financing of public measures to 
Promote environmental protection. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


ACADEMIC HIERARCHICAL SYSTEM FAULTED BY READER 
Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 8 Apr 87 p 4 


[Letter to editor, by Jan Szyszkowski, Szczecin: "Earning Academic Degrees" 
under the rubric "Views, Opinions, Proposais" } 


[Text] TRYBUNA LUDU encourages releasing the society's energies and 
eliminating those aspects of our life which hamper and in some cases render 
impossible the development of productive forces. This also applies to 
education. 


In Poland there exists a rigidly hierarchical system for the advancement of 
academic personnel, which does not meet present-day requirements. I think that 
the following academic ranks would suffice: assistant lecturer, adjunct 
professor, and professor. 


"Raising the pole vaulter's crossbar" with respect to doctoral and 
habilitational requirements has not worked and could not have worked. Because 
[within academe] what concerns us is not scholarship but gaining academic 
degrees and titles. 


Based on my own longtime professional experience I ean claim that ambitious 
topics of doctoral and habilitational work usually end badly for capable and 
resolute academic personnel. Why is it nappening? Because the system is 
morally corrupt. The dissertation adviser specifies which authors may not be 
considered and mentioned in the relevant literature, because they may happen 
to be odious to some or other future dissertation reviewer. Moreover, as a 
rule, everyone is perfectly familiar with ambitious topies and tries to "fix" 
the topic, the dissertation adviser, and the doctoral student. 


Another matter: as known, the provisions of the "Code of Administrative 
Proceedings" are binding on the administration. But what about deadlines? 
Could anyone ever tell me of an instance in which doctoral degree proceeedings 
for a faculty member have been completed on schedule? Perhaps it would be 
worthwhile to make the system more punctual? My proposals are as follows. For 
example, the permissible interval of time for the defense of a doctoral 
dissertation following its submission to the departmental council should be 2 
months; for reviewing the dissertation, 6 months following is submission to 
the reviewer; and for habilitational proceedings, 3 months following its 








submission to the departmental council. The point is that the candidate 
should be made to feel under the protection of law instead of being at the 
mercy of certain "prominent scholars." 


Only openness of academic life Can rescue us from the impasse in which we 
exist. It is the human element that counts, above all, in education (see M. 
Gorbachev, "Political Report of the CPSU Central Committee to the 27th Party 
Congress," Moscow, 1986, p 51), and by the human element I mean the whole of a 
person's potential, his needs, interests, views, and values, as well as 
orientations translated from that potential (harbored in the individual) into 
active reality, ways of acting in life that are aimed at accomplishing 
socially important tasks. 


I am convinced that, unless the human potential, human energy, is tapped, the 
potential of education cannot be tapped. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


CATHOLIC WEEKLY CRITICIZED FOR ‘JEWISH’ ARTICLES 
Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 8 Apr 87 p 4 
(Letter to the editor, by Piotr Josnota, Krakow: "For Greater Objectivity") 


[Text] Burdening Poles with coresponsibility for the extermination of Jews, as 
was done by J. Blonski in TYGODNIK POWSZECHNY, and subsequently the discussion 
on this topic in that periodical, produces on me the impression of some 
perfidious game. That Catholic sociocultural periodical is doing everything to 
defame Poles, and not so much with the aid of facts as because of the manner 
in which they are depicted. For example, were the merry-go-rounds there? Yes, 
they were. That was enough for Blonski to suggest (copying Milosz) that while 
Jews were dying on the other side [of the Warsaw Ghetto wall], we were amusing 
ourselves. 


And what did Dziewanowski write? That in our country, next to us and in our 
presence, several million innocent people had been murdered. As for Poles 
being murdered, too, not a word about that. Is not thus our indifference being 
emphasized? He has jumped with reproaches at Sila-Nowicki, like a butcher's 
dog at raw meat, because the latter had objected to accusing us of 
participation in the extermination of Jews. Dziewanowski's approach betrays 
almost total unfamiliarity with facts -- nothing but twaddle. And this is 
supposed to be serious discussion. 


As for Turowicz, when he makes only a bare mention (a couple of sentences in a 
column of print) of the share of the Catholic Church in anti-Semitism, is not 
he juggling facts? Let him be fair and tell all... and tell also that there 
was an idea and there were people who believed in it, who paid with death and 
imprisonment for their struggle against racism. That was the idea of 


socialism. 


These matters have to be discussed, openly and objectively, and above all in 
their human dimension and fairly, without falsifying or glossing over. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


PEASANT'S DAY RALLY HELD IN 7AMOSC 


LD101537 [Editorial Report] Warsaw Domestic Service in Polish at 0955 GMT 

on 7 June carries a live relay of a rally held in Zamosec in Eastern Poland 

to mark Peasants Day. Attending the rally are Roman Malinowski, United 
Peasant Party (ZSL) Supreme Committee chairman and Sejm speaker; Zbigniew 
Michalek, candidate Politburo member and PZPR CC Secretary; Marek Wieczorek, 
deputy chairman of the Democratic Party (SD); Tadeusz Szelachowski, deputy 
chairman of the Council of State: Josef Kosiol, deputy chairman of the Council 
of Ministers. 


Roman Malinowski delivers an 18-minute speech to the rally. He thanks the 
farmers for their efforts and recalls progressive traditions of the peasant 
movement. He stresses the importance of economic reform, saying that all 
other issues must make room for the economy while it is lagging behind others. 
Malinowski praises joint PZPR and ZSL agricultural policy on further develop- 
ing agricultural production. Touching briefly upon international issues, 

he expresses support for USSR peace initiatives and the Jaruselzki plan. 

He also discusses ZSL report-back and election campaign before the 10th ZSL 
Congress. 


Malinowski also refers to Pope John Paul II's visit to Poland to begin 8 June. 
Malinowski hopes that the Pope's moral prestige will positively influence 
among the people proper civic attitudes, the consolidation of agreement, and 
a personal sense of responsibility for the state, for socioeconomic deve lop- 
ment, and for Poland's future. 


In his 7-minute address, Zbigniew Michalek Says that the country is emer#‘ng 
from a period of economic crisis aggravated by the economic restrictions 
imposed by those who oppose progress and development in Poland and in all 
socialist states. He thanks all farmers and farm workers for their efforts, 
saying that agriculture has contributed to better living conditions and a 
properly operating food market. He conveys best wishes from the PZPR CC and 
Woljciech Jaruzelski. Michalek praises the Polish peasants" patriotic 
attitudes before the war and in the struggle for liberation during the war. 
He also briefly describes positive changes in rural Poland. 


No further processing planned. 
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POLAND POLITICAL 


BRIEFS 


ZSL PLENARY SESSION HELD--Warsaw, June 20--The 15th plenarv session of the 
United Peasant Partv (ZSL) CC discussed today the ZSL tasks before its 10th 
congress and economic and social problems of the countryside and agriculture. 
The CC Presidium's report stressed that none of the assessments of agriculture 
questioned the correctness of the main principles of farm policy, agreed upon 
jointly by the PUWP and ZSL. The report stresses that the principles require 
consistent and full implementation. They concern profitability of production 
and the arrest of further deepening of income disparity between agricultural 
and non-agricultural population. Speaking at the debates, Chairman of the 

ZSL CC Roman Malinowski said that the ZSL was determined to consistently 
implement economic reforms. The state of the implementation of peasant 
strivings and expectations should be a particular object of the ZSL 

concern, said he. The plenum adopted a resolution setting the main lines of 
actions and tasks of members and authorities of the ZSL in the period 
preceding its 10th congress and set up a congress commission to draft documents. 
[Text] [Warsaw PAP in English 2000 GMT 20 Jun 87] /8309 


PARTY OFFICIALS SEMINAR HELD-~-Warsaw, June 20--A seminar of first secretaries 
of PUWP voivodship committees was held at Serock outside Warsaw June 19-20 
chaired by PUWP CC First Secretary Wojciech Jaruzelski. The debaters discussed 
ways of spreading and implementing resolutions of the 4th PUWP CC plenary 
session and studied the advancement of discussion on the assumptions of the 
second stage of the economic reform. Members of the Secretariat and heads 

of the PUWP CC Departments took part in the seminar. [Text] [Warsaw PAP 

in English 1729 GMT 20 Jun 87] /8309 


PRESIDIUM REVIEWS DEVELOPMENT--Warsaw, June 19--The government presidium held 
its meeting here today, during which it reviewed conditions of Poland's 
development to the year 2000 and the assumptions of a long-term plan till 

the year 2000. The presidium also decided on further work on the long-term 
plan. [Text] [Warsaw PAP in English 2106 GMT 19 Jun 87] /8309 


COUNCIL OF STATE SESSION OPENED--Warsaw, June 22--The goals of the people's 
councils in the development and dissemination of culture and issues of the 
social scientific movement are the main topic of today's session of the 

Council of State. The meeting, which was opened by the President of the 
Council of State Wojciech Jaruzelski, is being attended by chairmen of voivod- 
ship people's councils. [Text] [Warsaw PAP in English 0905 GMT 22 Jun 87] /8309 
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JAPANESE PARLIAMENTARIANS RECEIVED--A Japanese parliamentary delegation, 
headed by MP Mankichi Kato, currently in Poland, called on Foreign Minister 
Marian Orzechowski on Tuesday. Polish-Japanese bilateral relations and the 
international economic situation were the subjects of discussion. A [word 
indistinct] Chairman of the Polish Parliament Foreign Affairs Committee 
Jozef Czyrek received the visiting Japanese parliamentarians. They discussed 
the question of contacts between the parliaments of both countries. Another 
point raised was that of the development of the world economy. The Japanese 
lawmakers were also received by Deputy Speaker of the Polish House 
Mieczyslaw Rakowski. [Text] [Warsaw International Service in English 

2230 GMT 23 Jun 87] /8309 


MINING MINISTER IN SWEDEN--Stockholm, June 4--Poland's Minister of Mining and 
Power Industry Jan Szlachta visited Sweden at an invitation from Minister of 
the Environment and Energy Birgitta Dahl. He saw the Forsmark nuclear power 
Station (north of Uppsala) and a nearby underground storage facility for low- 
and medium-radioactive waste. The Swedish experiences may be useful in 
solving the radioactive waste Storage problems which also Poland is going to 
face. The sides also held talks on the convention on information exchange and 
cooperation in the field of nuclear safety and protection from radiation which 
is to be signed soon. The hosts expressed big interest in a purchase of 
considerable amount of the Polish coal now and in the future. There are also 
real prospects for Swedish cooperation in solving the urgent problem of salty 
mine waters which are a curse for the Polish rivers and which pollute the 
Baltic Sea. Swedish firms have appropriate technology for that venture and 
what is more important, they are ready to invest money in joint ventures. 
Minister Szlachta also participated in the world mining congress held here. 
[Text] [Warsaw PAP in English 1845 CMT 4 Jun 87 LD] /8309 


UPP DELEGATION IN DPRK--Warsaw, June 4--A delegation of the United Peasant 

Party [UPP] CC, headed by President Member, CC Secretary Roman Szarek, 

paid a visit to the Democratic People's Republic of Korea at the invitation 

of the Korean Agricultural Working People's Union. The aim of the visit was 

to establish contacts and cooperation with the Korean union, which affiliates 
1.3 million people. The UPP delegation was received by member of the 

political bureau of the Korean Workers" Party, DPRK Vice President Pak Song-chol. 
[Text] [Warsaw PAP in English 1900 GMT 4 Jun 87 LD} /8309 


POLISH DELEGATION IN CHINA--Beijing, June 9--A delegation of the Polish division 
of the World Federation of the United Nations associations, led by Professor 
Zbigniew Klepacki, visited the People's Republic of China. The delegation was 
received by Chinese Deputy Foreign Minister Qian Qichen. [Text] [Warsaw PAP 

in English 1320 GMT 9 Jun 87 LD] /8309 


POLISH-AMERICAN INDUSTRIALIST RECEIVED--Warsaw, June 17--Prime Minister 
Zbigniew Messner received here today Edward Piszek, industrialist and Polonian 
activist from the U.S. [Text] [Warsaw PAP in English 2221 GMT 17 Jun 87] /8309 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN NAMED--Warsaw, June 17--Deputy [rena Szczygielska (a non- 
party member) was elected the Sejm (Polish Parliament) Suggestions and Complaints 
Committee chairwoman at its meeting here today. [Text] [Warsaw PAP in English 
0100 GMT 18 Jun 87 LD] /8309 
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MESSNER MEETS MARITIME WORKERS-~To mark the Sea Days, Premier Zbigniew 
Messner has met with a group of maritime workers. It was not merely a 
courtesy, ceremonial meeting. The seamen, dock workers and fishermen told 
the head of government their concerns and worries about the functioning and 
development of maritime economy enterprises. They suggested how the state 
administration, industry, and commerce could help maritime employees work 
more efficiently, easily, and safely. Deputy Premier Wladyslaw Gwiazda 
took part in the meeting. [Text] [Warsaw Television Service in Polish 
1730 GMT 24 Jun 87] /8309 


JOURNALIST STUDY GROUP IN USSR--On 4 April 1987 Minister Adam Lopatka, 
director of the Office for Religious Affairs, received a study group of 
journalists working for Polish religious and secular periodicals who are 
scheduled to depart on 6 April on a trip to the USSR sponsored by the Club of 
World Outlook Publicistics, PRL Journalists Union, and the Polish-Soviet 
Friendship Society. The purpose of this first trip of its kind will be to 
study the implementation of the religious policy of the Soviet state in Vilno, 
Leningrad, and Moscow. Present were: Ye. Ryndin, counselor of the USSR 
Embassy to Poland, S. Ksiezyk, director of the House of Soviet Culture in 
Warsaw, and J. Leur, director of the Foreign Department of the Main Board of 
the Polish-Soviet Friendship Society. [Text] (Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 6 
Apr 87 p 2] 1386 


‘GRUNWALD! CONGRESS MEETS--On 4 and 5 April 1987 the Third Congress of the 
Grunwald Patriotic Association was convened in Warsaw. The organization 
engages in lectural and publishing activities. Ways of strengthening the 
patriotic education of youth and promoting the unity of the society were 
discussed. The Congress summed up the activities so far, adopted a program of 
action, and elected new officers. The incumbent Chairman Bohdan Poreba was re- 
elected. Vice Chairman of the National Council of the PRON [Patriotic 
Movement for National Rebirth] Zdzislaw Pilecki was present. {Text] (Warsaw 
TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 6 Apr 87 p 2] 1386 


POLISH TU ACTIVITIES ADDRESSED--Geneva-—-Alf red Miodowicz, who is leading a 
Polish delegation to a session of the International Labor Conference, has 
outlined the activities of the Polish trade union movement and its attitude 
to the International Labor Organization at a press conference. [Text] 
[Warsaw Domestic Service in Polish 2300 GMT 12 Jun 87] /8309 


HOUSING NEEDS DLSCUSSED-—Resources allocated for major repairs and the 
modernization of buildings are inadequate in relation both to outlay incurred 
for new housing construction and to needs. This was stated at a meeting of 
the Council for Housing Affairs at the Council of Ministers. It was emphasized 
that they remain Largely disproportionate in relation to resources allocated 
for this purpose by other countries. This is reflected in the technical 
condition of building stock and the intensifying decapitalization. In order 
to put a brake on this, nearly 400,000 apartments will have to be submitted 
for major repairs during the year. The council proceedings are chaired by 
Premier Zbigniew Messner. [Text] [Warsaw Domestic Service in Polish 

1200 GMT 24 Jun 87] /8309 


NEW AMBASSADOR--On 1 June Stave Council Deputy Chairman Kazimierz Barcikowski 
reccived in an audience at the Belvedere Palace Moses Jackson Mvenge, ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Republic of Zimbabwe, who presented 

his credentials. [Excerpt] [Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 2 Jun 87 p 2 AU] 
/8309 
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PARTY LEADERS VISIT RURAL AREAS--The members of the leadership of the PZPR 
and the ZSL spent today in Leszno and Poznan Voivodships, where they met 
agricultural employees. Marek Kassa reports from there: [Kassa] Wojciech 
Jaruzelski and Roman Malinowski, accompanied by Zbigniew Michalek and 
Kazimierz Olesiak, first went to Leszno Voivodship, where they visited the 
plant cultivation station in Choryn, well-known for its research into 
(?wheat-rye). The guests visited the modern grain stores and drying rooms; 
they also saw experimental fields, where the (?wheat-rye) is cultivated. 
They were shown around by station employees. Zbigniew Messner and Dominik 
Ludwiczak visited the Center for Research Into Cultivated Plant Varieties 
in Slupie Wielkie and the land reclamation and drainage equipment plant in 
Sroda. During the conversations, most attention was paid to experiences 
resulting from the implementation of the joint resolution of the 1lth PZPR 
Central Committee Plenum and the ZSL Supreme Committee in 1983 on the 
development of rural areas and agriculture and on achieving Poland's self- 
sufficiency in food. [Text] [Warsaw Domestic Service in Polish 1700 GMT 
16 Jun 87] /8309 


GOVERNMENT VIEWS DOMESTIC ISSUES--The government Presidium has acquainted 
itself with an assessment of the visit to Poland of Chinese leader 

Zhfo Ziyang. Next, important decisions favoring agriculture were taken, 
Among other things these concern an improvement in the supply of electricity 
to the countryside and the development of fertilizer production. A decision 
was approved concerning pilot quality-control commissions. They will function 
in workplaces where the quality of production is particularly low. A draft 
decree of the Council of Ministers concerning aid to families and guardians 
who, due to their life or financial circumstances, are not able to ensure 
proper upbringing and education for youth, was examined. The government 
Prisidium also made a decision concerning improvements in the supply of 


mefilicines and health products, [Text] [Warsaw Television Service in Polish 
1: 0 GMT 15 Jun 87] /8309 


NG 


WNINOWSKI RECEIVES HAIDASZ--Warsaw, June 17--Sejm Speaker Roman Malinowski 
ceived here today Canadian Senator Stanley Haidasz, now on a visit to this 
puntry. The two discussed forms of cooperation between parliaments of the 
ttates-signatories of the CSCE final act of detente and disarmament. [Text] 


Warsaw PAP in English 0110 GMT 18 Jun 87 LD] /8309 







FRY ARMY DELEGATION RECEIVED--Warsaw, June 5--Member of the Political Bureau 


ow in Poland as head of a delegation of the Political Board of the Yugoslav 
: "s Army. The delegation was also received by head of the Polish 
Army's Main Political Board Gen. Tadeusz Szacilo. [Text] [Warsaw PAP 

in English 2052 GMT 5 Jun 87] /8309 
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“TURKISH CONSULAR CONVENTION--Ankara, June 5--Undersecretary of State at the 


Plish Foreign Ministry Tadeusz Olechowski and his Turkish counterrart 
N. Kandemir have signed a consular convention between Poland and Turkey, 
following both countries’ resumed political consultation on bilateral, 
international and regional issues. Olechowski has been staying in this 
country at the invitation from Kandemir. [Text] [Warsaw PAP in English 
2)36 GMT 5 Jun 87 LD] /8309 


NUCLEAR PROTOCOL WITH ITALY--Rome, June 13--Poland's State Atomic Energy Agency 
and Italy's National Committee for Research on Atomic Energy and Alternative 
Energies (ENEA) signed a protocol which is an integral part of a respective 
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nd secretary of the PUWP CC Jozef Baryla today received Gen. Marko Negovanovic, 





bilateral Polish-Italian agreement of June 1963 and extends the cooperation 
of both institutions by further two years. The cooperation consists, among 
other things, in the exchange of technicians, specialists, scholarships, 
joint studies connected with selected fields of industrial applications of 
nuclear energy, and the exchange of technological documentation involved. 
[Text] [Warsaw PAP in English 2100 GMT 13 Jun 87 LD] /8309 


JARUZELSKL, JAPANESE ENVOY MEET--Warsaw, June 10--President of the Council of 
State Wojciech Jaruzelski received here today Japan's Ambassador to Poland 
Susumu Matsubara. The two discussed bilateral relations in connection with 

the coming visit of the president of the Council of State to Japan. The two 
also stressed the importance of continuing the political dialogue at the highest 
level and discussed some issues of cooperation, mainly in economy. [Text ] 
[Warsaw PAP in English 0619 GMT 11 Jun 87] /8309 
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ROMANIA > POLITICAL 


ACTIVITIES OF SOVIET-ROMANIAN SYMPOSIUM DETAILED 
Bucharest ANALE DE ISTORIE in Romanian No 3, 1987 pp 115-121 


LArticle by Dr Gheorghe Tudor, "A Romanian-Soviet Symposium on the Theme: 
Links of the Party to the Masses. The Dialectics of Mutual Relations--Moscow, 
25-26 November 1986."] 


[Text] On 25-26 November, 1986 a Romanian-Soviet Symposium was held in Moscow 
on the topic, “Links of the Party to the Masses. The Dialectics of Mutual 
Relations." The symposium was part of an agreement for scientific cooperation 
between the Institute of Historical and Socio-Political Studies of the RCP 
Central Committee and the Institute of Marxism-Leninism of the Central 
Committee of the CPSU. The subject was discussed in light of the decisions 
adopted by the 13th RCP Congress and the 27th CPSU Congress. This symposium 
was the eighth in a series on matters concerning the activities of the two 
communist parties which direct the work of building socialism and communism in 


their respective countries. 


The Romanian delegation was composed of delegation head, Dr Gheorghe Zaharia, 
deputy scientific director at the Institute for Historical and Socio-Political 
Studies of the RCP Central Committee, Dr Gheorghe Surpat, a sector chief at 
the Institute, and Dr Gheorghe Tudor, a scientific researcher, The delegation 
presented the following papers: "The Theoretical Concept and Practical 
Activity of the Romanian Communist Party in Strengthening Its Links with the 
Masses," "The Workers' Self-Leadership Organizations--Democratic Forms for 
Workers’ Participation in Leading Society and Strengthening the Links of the 
Party with the Masses," and, "The Political Leadership by the Romanian 
Communist Party of Mass and Public Organizations--the Decisive Factor in 
Ensuring Workers' Participation in Developing and Implementing the Policyof 
Constructing a Multilaterally-Developed Socialist Society." 


The delegation of Soviet historians included delegation chief Dr Piotr 
Aleksandrovich Rodionov, first deputy director of the CPSU Central Committee's 
Institute of Marxism-Leninism, Dr Vasily Iakovlevich Bondar, sector chief, 
Raisa Semenova Sharavatova, Dr Veniamin Mercurevich Lavricev, Dr Aleksandr 
Fedorovich Kadashev and Timoftei Tihonovich Popov--all principal scientific 
researchers at the Institute. 


The symposium held its work in a plenary session, presided over alternately by 
the heads of the two delegations. P.A. Rodionov Opened the session with some 
general remarks about the topics under discussion and the importance of 
bilateral Romanian-Soviet meetings. Rodionov said that these meetings lead to 
a better understanding of socialist construction in the two countries and the 
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ways in which the CPSU and the RCP exercise their role as the leading 
political force in their respective countries. 


Rodionov noted that the last symposium on the links of the party with the 
masses was held 10 years ago in Bucharest. He asserted that returning to this 
theme after such a long time did not indicate a lack of importance in 
scientific meetings because, "This theme has become more current since then-- 
if indeed it is not the most pressing issue today. Our task is to analyze the 
evolution of our understanding on this matter in the decade which has passed, 
as well aS what new matters have appeared in historical and political science 
journals which require explanation and research." Then turning to certain 
matters which preoccupy the CPSU and the Soviet Union, P.A. Rodionov said that 
in light of the 27th Congress and the new edition of the Program of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Soviet society is deeply involved in 
accelerated socio-political development. This policy of acceleration, the 
speaker explained, requires a new quality to economic growth, an 
intensification of production on the basis of technical and scientific 
progress, and a reorganization of the economy. At the same time, he said, it 
demands improvements in social relations, a revitalization of the ways 
political institutions function, overcoming inertia, stagnation and 
conservatism, the democratization of all spheres of activity, rigorous respect 
for the principles of social justice, and the struggle against violations of 
ethical and moral norms, and other negative phenomena. 


To this end, P.A. Rodionov noted, the entire system of the party's contacts 
with the masses is being redirected. "The elimination of all that is 
outmoded, obsolete, and the acceleration of social development are dependent 
above all on the appropriate use of the theses of the 27th CPSU Congress 
regarding the activitation--using all the means available--of the party's 
links to the masses, with the full, maximum potential of the human element, 
and, regarding glasnost, the rapprochement with people." 


Continuing his remarks, P.A. Rodionov referred to a subject discussed at other 
bilateral symposia, the influence which society, in its turn, exercises on the 
CPSU and its resolutions and decisions. "As I said before, the party took 
into account the morale of the masses and first reflected it in the documents 
of the CPSU Central Committee Plenum in April 1985 and later in the documents 
of the 27th CPSU Party Congress, and especially in the Political Report of the 
Central Committee. Also, the essential modifications of the CPSU Statutes 
including those linked to the need to strive for honest and proper behavior 
of the party member, new themes in cadre policy and in increased 
responsibilities of communists and party organizations, in dual responsibility 
to the party and the law are among items conditioned by the action of society 
on the party." 


At the close of his remarks, P.A. Rodionov turned once again to the topics of 
the symposium. "I believe we can be confident that the discussions of the 
papers will help us to examine their most important aspects. This, in turn, 
will contribute to a scientific elaboration of the respective subjects. This 
confidence is based on the fact that all of our preceeding Symposia were 
fruitful and useful--as is all of our cooperation. 


¥.1. Bodnar, in his paper entitled, “Links with the Masses--The Source of 


Power and Invincibility of the CPSU," addressed a series of topics, both 
theoretical and practical, with many references to the current situation in 
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the USSR. At the beginning of his paper, the author affirmed, “The 
indissoluble link of the party to the masses is derived from Marxist-Leninist 
theory, from the knowledge that the people are the decisive force in social] 
progress, and from the fact that the advancement of Society takes place as a 
result of the activities of the principal force of production--the working 
masses." Guided by this fundamental truth, “from its very first days, the 
party did everything possible to broaden and Strengthen its ties with the 
masses, to attract the workers to the revolutionary struggle." 


This was, then, pursued in a broad range of activities--the efforts made in 
the mid-1890's by “The Union to Fight for the Liberation of the Working Class 
in Petersburg," by the political party of the working class in Tsarist Russia 
to strengthen its ties with the masses and to unite Marxism with the workers’ 
movement. It was pursued in the uncompromising strugyle wayed by the CPSU and 
Vol. Lenin against various populist and opportunistic theories which presented 
the people as a “passive mob that blindly follows chosen leaders--the sole and 
decisive creators of history." 


The question of party links to the masses, the author pointed out, has taken 
on particular importance in the period of building the socialist society. 
This is because, “socialism cannot be created solely with the efforts of the 
avant-garde, it can be constructed only with the active participation of the 
masses, the millions. To do this you must not command, you must convince the 
masses of the correctness of the party policy; through long and persistent 
work you must win their trust." In this regard, V.I. Bondar stressed that 
currently specialists in the social sciences in the USSK are carrying out a 
tireless struggle against reactionary concepts promoted by certain bourgeois 
historians, sociologists and philosophers. These concepts "distort the 
question of mutual relations between the CPSU and the working masses, and seek 
to divorce its leadership from the Soviet people." 


In keeping with the theme of the paper, the author made a number of 
interesting observations concerning the evolution of the links between the 
CPSU and the working masses and the people during various periods in history. 
Thus, aS opposed to opportunists who have minimized the role of the masses, 
for Marxist-Leninists, contact with the masses means to lead them. "Contact 
with the masses does not mean khvostism, adapting to the level of the advanced 
elements who participate in a movement. To strengthen ties with the masses 
means, first of all, to develop socialist consciousness in the masses, to 
advance the movement, to set clear goals before them, and to educate them in 
the spirit of revolutionary activism." In the building of socialism, the 
links between the party and the masses become imore numerous and profound. In 
this light, the party determines the general outlook for developing the 
country, ensures the scientific leadership of the peoples’ activities of 
construction and confers an organized, planned and directed character to their 
struggle to attain the final goal--the victory of communism," 


V.l. Bondar made other interesting observations concerning the mutual 
relationships which exist between the massses and the party. He stated, "The 
party can lead the masses, it can educate them provided that it, too, learns 
from the people; that is, if it makes a detailed study of the forms and 
methods which emerge from popular practice, To learn from the masses, to 
benefit from the common experience of millions of workers, because that is how 
you learn--indeed this is the most important principle of Leninist leadership, 
one that the party follows dogyedly. 
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Later on in the paper, there were several examples given of the way the 
experience and will of the masses were adopted by the revolutionary party of 
the working class, and found their expression in certain highly important 
political and economic decisions. There was discussion of the way that party 
organs and organizations are acting in the spirit of the CPSU 27th Congress 
documents and the new edition of the CPSU Program, These actions are intended 
to strengthen the party's links to the masses of workers, and to include them 
in the formulation of the country's development plan and the political line. 
They seek to have them participate in decision-making in all areas of work and 
in methods to implement these decisions. 


"The Active Socio-Political Spirit of the Masses--A Factor in Accelerating 
Socio-Economic Development in These Times,” was the title of the paper 
presented by R. Sharavatova. Referring to the process of acceleration and 
restructuring that is underway in the Soviet Union in response to the tasks 
laid down by the CPSU 27th Congress, the author stressed that through this 
process, "The CPSU is tirelessly pursuing the peoples’ socialist self- 
management, the attendant broadening and deepening of democracy, the 
activation of all branches of society's political system, the development in 
every person of a sense of being the owner of his country, and the ever fuller 


realization of the principles of socialist justice." 


Addressing herself to the question of bringing about socialist self-management 
as the principal impetus to acceleration, R.S. Sharavatova then presented 
general observations on the activities of the soviets as deputies of the 
people, as the fundamentallinks in this process. She pointed out that 
starting from the directives given in the documents of the 27th Party 
Congress, under current conditions, the activities of the soviets must be 
aimed principally “at strengthening the positions of the republic and local 
organizations of power to ensure the complex development of the territory, and 
at broadening their mandate in the organization of consumer goods production, 
in capital construction, in steps to protect the environment and in the 


development of social and production infrastructures." 


Another trend in perfecting the work of the soviets, the paper stressed, was 
the deepening of the democratic essence of the soviets--a process which 
requires: attracting widescale participation in the activities of the soviets, 
revitalizing the analysis and supervisory functions of the permanent 
commissions of the local organs, perfecting the soviet electoral system, and 
improving the rutual relationships between the deputies and the citizens, etc. 


Within these same concerns of the CPSU to stengthen socialist self-management, 
R. Sharavatova also addressed the question of increasing the role of mass and 
public organizations in Soviet society, and improving the relationship between 
them and the state organs. What is envisioned in this arena, according to the 
paper, is “enlarging the range of questions that the state organs can decide 
only with the participation or advance permission of the respective trade 
unions, Komsomol] and womens' groups; eliminating the practice of usurping the 
activities of the masses and those of their organs elected by the apparatus of 
various public organizations; reviewing the public organizational networks and 
those of the various commissions attached to the executive committees and 
local soviets, and developing only those which are actually functioning." 


The speaker made important observations regarding the concerns manifested by 
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VM. Lavricev, for his part, presented the paper, “Tne Political Character of 
Party Leadership of Public and Mass Organizations." In the atmosphere of 
profound involvement in the acceleration and restructuring of all areas of 
activity that characterizes the period underway today in the Soviet Union, the 
author noted that the role and tasks of mass and public organizations are 
growing significantly, as are their contributions toward achieving the 
provisions of the CPSU Program. To the same degree, the author argued, the 
political character of the party leadership of mass and public organizations 
has become more encompassing. It is, in the light of the CPSu documents, 
comprised of “establishing the political line of the activities of mass 
organizations, defining the tasks given them, clearly delineating the 
functions of party and mass organizations; choosing, assigning and increasing 
the responsibilities of their leadership cadre, reciprocal representation in 
the leadership organs of the party and mass organizations, developing and 
Sustaining their initiatives and creations; political supervision of their 
activitiesand verification that the party's and the organization's decisions 
are implemented; and criticizing shortcomings in the work of mass 
organizations and extending party assistance in overcoming them." 


Continuing his presentation, V.M. Lavricev described at length the way in 
which V.I. Lenin conceived of the role and mission of mass and public 
organizations in society and the manner in which the party directed them. 


In connection with this last aspect, the author pointed out that V.I, Lenin, 
when he defined mass and public organizations and their relationship with the 
CPSU “under the format of a political and socio-organizational mechanism which 
was comprised of a complicated system of ‘transmission wheels,’ or ‘engagement 
gears’ from the avant-garde to the masses," he did not mean to diminish their 
importance, or to transform them into Simple "transmission belts." Qn the 
contrary, he portrayed them as the most flexible established relationships 
between the party and the mass Oryanizations, Along these lines, the paper 
pointed out: "In this graphic representation of the complicated structure of a 
Socialist society's political system, there is neither the diminuation of the 
role of any of its elements, nor the tmposition of leadership by the party. 
On this latest point, even these organizations have an objective need for 
party leadership, because concomitant activity is possible only through 
coordination; it cannot be carried out Separately. To act together and, at 
the same time, to be independent is an impossibility. This impossibility of 
absolutely independent action generates the objective need for a coordinator, 
for the leadership by the party of mass organizations," 


VM. Lavricev also presented an interesting analysis regarding the attributes 
which, in the Soviet political System, the party organs, those of the State 
and the mass organizations must exercise so that there is no infrinyement or 
Substitution of authority. "In keeping with the demands of the principle of 
unity in political and organizational work, the speaker noted, the party 
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organs emphasize the political -oryanizational and ideological-educational 
aspects; the soviets, the political-administrative and administrative- 
educational aspects; the economic oryanizations work alony organizational - 
economic and economic-educational lines, and the mass organizations alony 
social-organizational and social-educational lines." 


The paper, “The Leninist Style of Party Work--An Important Factor in 
Consolidating CPSU Links with the Masses,” was presented by A.F. Kadashzv. 
The author pointed out that, in view of the documents of tne CPSU 27th 
Congress which established as a fundamental objective, the achievement of a 
new, superior qualitative level by accelerating and restructuring activity in 
all areas, the question of perfecting the Leninist style of party work and of 
consolidating party ties to the masses constitutes a new content and 
direction. 


"The current practices of the party,” the author stated, “confirms all the 
more completely the thesis that to strengthen the contacts of the party with 
the masses, it is absolutely necessary that the party organizations 
dramatically change the way in which they work with the masses. This approach 
must be filled with respect for the people, for their opinions, for a real, 
sincere rapprochement with the people. We must truly yo out to the people, 
listen to them, meet with them and inform them, The more difficult it is, the 
more we must meet with them, to be one with them. The example in this sense 
is given by the CPSU Central Committee, by its Politburo.” 


Turning to the ways and means by which it 1s possible--in the current state of 
affairs--to improve the work Style of party organs and organizations and of 
Soviet communists, AF. Kadashev put primary emphasis on the need to introduce 
“an enterprising style" in all areas of activity. Essentially this style is 
“the development of certain qualities such as competence, the sense of the 
new, the spirit of initiative, courage and the ability to take responsibility, 
the desire to learn and work better, the ability to size up a problem and to 
be able to resolve it completely, the capacity to take into consideration the 
political sense of economic activities and of any activities linked to men, of 


the demands in relation to yourself and to others." 


The paper noted that the continued development of party internal democracy is 
of particular importance in perfecting the Leninist style of work for party 
oryans and organizations, and in strengthening their contacts with the mass of 
workers. Of the components that must carry particular weight in this process, 
thepaper stressed the need to ever broaden the principles of collective work 
and leadership, criticism and self-criticism, direction of the spirit of 
responsibility regarding tasks received, and socialist ethics and justice. 


In this context, A.F. Kadashev sointed out, “the CPSU Central Committee 
demonstrates particular concern for the continuing development of internal 
party democracy, of criticism and self-criticism, and of the open, public 
character of party work. The level of these factors is rising continuously. 
This strengthens the ties of party organizations to the masses, it increases 
the activities of both, and it focuses better on public opinion. The people 
have felt an influx of power, they have become more courageous, more active in 
work and in social life. As one can see, it is important that internal party 
democracy, criticism and self-criticism continue to intensify.” 


The paper, "The Role of Public Organizations in Solidifying the Ties of the 
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Party with the Masses,” written by T.T. Popov, presented in detail the 
important role these organizatins have in implementing party policies and the 
wayS and means by which they are drought into the leadership of Soviet 
society. 


At the outset, the author Clear'ty specified the importance wich the CPSU 
accords to mass and public Organizations. “In the people, in their 
organizations, the party sees the necessary force to implement its program, 
In their experience, it finds the source of its policies. The puciic 
organizations are the living embodiment of the richest experiences of tne 
socio-economic and political activities of the masses. In constructing 
communism, the party most carefully studies all that is derived from the 
practices of the public organizations, it assimilates their experiences, and 
it synthesizes and analyzes these experiences according to the demands of the 
burning issues of societal devel opment." 


Then T.T. Popov addressed the causes which have lead to a strengthening of the 
role of mass and public organizations in today's world. “The dynamism of the 
process underway today in Soviet society, the resolution of problems which 
arise from the party's orientation toward accelerating socio-economic 
development, have set into motion the growth of the activities of mass 
organizations, the maximum use of their potential, the creation of the 
technical and material base of communism, the improvement of social relations 
and the education of the new man." 


Referring to the CPSu's permanent concern to continuously develop state 
democracy and to enhance the state's role in Soviet society, the paper 
presented the course of action now being followed to create a rapport, ona 
broadly democratic basis, between state organizations and the mass and public 
organizations. On this basis one can see how “the trade unions, Komsomol and 
other public organizations in the persons of their union and republic 
organizations are accorded the right to present draft laws in the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR and the Supreme soviets of the republics. There is the 
practice, when necesssary, of issuing normative acts by the state, including 
the Council of Ministers of the USSR, and of the union republics, together 
with central and republic organizations, Furthermore, representatives of 
social oryanizations are included in the collegia of ministries and 
committees, of leadership and other state organs, and in various consultative 
and support organizations attached to them--technical and scientific councils, 
councils of scientists and others." 


The growth in importance of mass and public organizations to society, 
according to the paper, has taken place because of the important attributes of 
Supervision by the people that were invested in these organizations. In this 
regard, 1.1. Popov pointed out, “Control by the people suppliments contro] by 
the party and is carried out under the Supervision of party organizations. 
Matters regarding all elements of people's control are regularly discussed at 
meetings of the party committees, bureaus of the jocal party organizations--at 
gatherings of communists. The primary goal of control by the public and the 
party is improving management of the production process, and successful 
resolution of economic and $0cio-political questions. 


The final portion of the paper was a carefully reasoned presentation--with 
facts and figures--of the specific contributions made by mass and public 
organizations towards achieving production goals and mobilizing Soviet workers 
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in socialist competition, toward technical progress, raising the socialist 
consciousness of the masses and making them the advanced elements in the 
construction of socialism. 


The Romanian delegation, in the papers it presented, concentrated on three 
principal questions that arose from the theme of the symposium, First of all, 
there was a presentation of the theoretical concept and practical activities 
of the RCP to strengthen its ties with the masses and the workers. [he 
presentation addressed the characteristics--especially those introduced after 
the 9th RCP Congress--of the system of worker participation in leading 
society. It underscored that this system 1s wultidimensional as it involves 
all aspects of our social life--political, economic and ideological. It is 
active in party and state leadership as well as in a wide range of questions 
concerning the public trust. The participation looks to both questions of a 
yeneral, national or macrosocial interest as well as to those specific to an 
individual working place--the microsocial. [he delegation pointed out that, 
beginning witn the objectives establisned in Che xCP Party Program and the 
documents of the 13th Party Congress, today there is a much broader form of 
direct participation, as evidenced by the working visits of the party 
leadership, headed by the secretary general of the RCP, Comrade Nicolae 
Ceausescu, to all the country's counties, the wide-ranging debate of 
fundamental issues of domestic and foreign policy, the periodic assemblies of 
representatives of whole branches of the economy oF domains of activity, the 
controlled testing of certain advanced measures before their general 
application, the resolution of workers concerns and the good organizational 
practices demonstrated the meetings, and tne institution of workers self- 
management. Special attention was also yiven to the creation of mechanisms 
for workers’ participation in leading society, through indirect democratic or 
representative forms practiced especially in exercising state, central and 
local power, as well as through the mass and public organizations such as the 
Democracy and Socialist Unity Front. 


The Romanian delegation then discussed the workers’ self-management 
organizations, noting that they were important structures in the manayement of 
the national economy and in strenytnening ‘he relationship between the party 
and the masses. In this context, the delegation drew attention to the 
activities that these oryanizations carry out. At the enterprise level, there 
are the general meetings of workers, -ye council of working people and its 


executive bureau, and at tne national level, the Congress of working People, 
that of the entire peasantry, 4% well as the congresses of peoples’ councils, 


of the science and education councils and of socialist political and cultural 
education. 

Tne designation of the party organization secretary as the chairperson of the 
working peoples’ counci! achieves the most organic union possible of 
communists and the party organizations with -ocio-economic activity. It 
places on the collective leadership body, tne stamp of specific methods of 


party work in supporting, developing and 1m ementing decisions. 


In conclusion, the delegation presented a number of matters relating to the 
party policy on leadership of mass and publi! ryanizations and the importance 
in ensuring workers’ participation in jeveloping and implementing the policy 
of building a multilateral ly-developed socialist society. Primary emphasis 
was placed on the importance of measures adopted since the 9th RCP Conyress to 


increase the role of mass and public organizations tn the country's political 
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framework. These measures have included: the representation of these 
organizations in state, central and local fora, in the collective leadership 
bodies of economic enterprises and of cultural-artistic and educational 
institutions as well as the tightest possible interweaving of their activities 
with those of the state organizations and those of other social entities. 


Concerning the ways and means used by the party to lead the mass and public 
organizations, the Romanian delegation underscored the importance that the 
documents of national party congresses and conferences, the works of the RCP 
secretary general, the country's constitution, certain laws and normative acts 
as well as the Code of Socialist Ethics and Justice all have in this regard. 
The delegation also emphasized the participation of the party leadership in 
the conferences and congresses of mass and public organizations as well as 
the work that communists as well as party organs and organizations carry out 
within the framework of these organizations. 


Atthe close of the symposium's work, the Romanian delegation was received by 
the director of the CPSU Central Committee's Marxism-Leninism Institute, A, 
Egorov. Comrade Egorov expressed his appreciation of the usefulness of 
bilateral Romanian-Soviet meetings, noting that they offered the Opportunity 
for a fruitful exchange of opinions regarding the principal questions in 
constructing the new social order in the two countries, and for learning of 
the positive experiences of the two parties and people. He stressed that 
these meetings must continue in the future and he proposed a wide range of 
topics that could be discussed. Also, on 27 November, 1986, the central press 
organ of the CPSU Central Committee, PRAVDA, published an informative TASS 
article on the bilateral symposium and the questions it addressed, 
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ROMANIA POLITICAL 


VIEWS OF "RADICAL THEOLOGIANS' ON GOD DISCUSSED 
Bucharest MAGAZIN in Romanian No 23, 6 Jun 87 p 4 
[Article by G. Bratescu] 


[Text] Atheism came into being at the same time as religion or almost si- 
multaneously. For, in face of explanations and interpretations given to the 
development of natural pheromena, from the positions of ignorance, inherent in 
the primitive stages of knowledge, inquisitive minds, dominated by skepticism, 
asked themselves questions that generated food for thought. And probably this 
had happened not only in light of logical considerations. Because arguments in 
this respect, or rather proofs, are provided primarily by ethnography. For in- 
stance, it was noticed in populations in a less developed stage as to knowledge 
that, in spite of the interpretations given by shamans to some natural pheno- 
mena--rain, wind, lightning and the like--as being supernatural, rather many 
individuals had doubts about the mystical explanations offered. Of course, this 
did not mean that the individuals involved, raised in the context of supersti- 
tions, did not respect the creeds of their fellowmen. But they had doubts. The 
matter can be taken farther, considering that, without such mental, and actual- 
ly effective, availabilities, man could not have progressed in the area of 
knowledge. For, while doubting the “truth” offered by those who officiated the 
rite and "kept" the faith, they themselves looked for correct explanations. It 
was precisely from this continuow and fortunate curiosity that genuine science 
was born in time. 


Atheism covered millenia of experience, moving side by side with progress, with 
knowledge of nature and its phenomena. Acutally, it is the path of science, 

and therefore atheism blends with it. Consequently, there can be no atheism 
where there is no scientific knowledge. There can be no rational thinking 

as long as irrationalism, dogma and, in the final analysis, rejection of sci- 
entific knowledge exist. 


The ample development of modern atheism, moreover, 4 logical phenomenon in the 


context of the impetuous progress of science, has generated a number of reactions 
of religion, with the most significant one involving the powerful undertaking 
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of its modernization. Undoubtedly, the history of religion reflects the pheno- 
menon of adaptation to the sociocultural realities of the time, as far back as 
its beginnings. It was slower at the outset and became very swift today. It is 
a dynamics that is directly proportional to the evolution of knowledge. More- 
over, within this process we will notice the laicization of religious faiths 
and also the development of atheism. 


Radical Christianism, which, inter alia, Suggests an alliance with... atheism, 
shows what theological results the socia? phenomenon involved might have. In 
this regard, it is instructive to see the view of the Calvinist professor 
Gabriel Vahanian, of Syracuse University (U.S.A.): "Modern atheism has come 
closer to man than the Bible. Hence, instead of rejecting atheism, we will have 
to emphasize its contribution to understanding faith." And the Baptist profes- 
sor Harvey G. Cox, of Harvard University (U.S.A.) specifies: "We need nontheists, 
we wish them as they are, not as we would like them to be." Lastly, the Angli- 
can priest John A. T. Robinson states more vehemently: "Can a really modern per- 
son not be an atheist? This is a topical issue. Not everyone feels the force 
of the motivations of atheism. Their God can survive it. I do not want to say 
that a Christian must be an atheist. But I firmly believe that he may, and that 
increasingly, most of them are." 


In his main work, "The New Reform," J. A. T. Robinson seems to be, despite his 
profession as a priest, not only an atheist, but also an incisive champion of 
atheism: "Most of us"--he writes--"practically are atheists. The hypothesis God 
is irrelevant for management of the economy or for coping with the problems o! 
overpopulation as much as it was for the Laplace system." 


Such statements may arouse bewilderments, especially when some Protestant and 
Neo-Protestant American theologians, and not only they, but also others, such 
as rabbi L. Rubinstein, go as far as preaching the "death of God." What is it 
with this theology, born recently, even though it can be traced to the 
thought of older philosophers? Essentially, it involves a manner of radical re- 
appraisal, going as far as contesting the classical theological categories, 
dissociating religious faith from religion, because of the consideration that 
precisely religious faith is the one that turns against the Church and, in the 
final analysis, against piousness. Two spokesmen of radical theology, K. Barth 
and R. Bultmann, proclaim faith beyond religion, and another, D. Bonhoeffer, 
holds that every believer must live in the world as if God did not exist. 


Hence, the question may be asked: Without God, where can religion be? Precisely 


this is the gist of the matter. By manifesting a modern attitude, in conformance 
with the modern lay thought of many categories of people, grasping the 
deterioration of the "sacred," in other words the pulse of the time, the radi- 


cals hypocritically proclaim themselves as atheists and renovators of religious 
thought, which they want free from terrors, mysteries, secrets and norms, al- 
legedly. Hence, they deny the myths of God and Christ, regarding them as fanta- 
sies, folk creations which were constantly renarrated and updated over the years, 
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appearing in various versions, at one point stabilized in the Bible, which con- 
stitutes a simple and old volume of literary, judicial and moral collections. 
The radicals have planned to "ki11 God" for theoretical and tactical reasop, 
resorting to science and astronautics, which they term as "foundation stones of 
God's vault." Why must "God be killed" in the outlook of the new theology? Rab- 
bi L. Rubinstein perhaps is the most explicit. Unequivocally he states that if 
the Jewish people is the chosen one, how can be explained the murdering of Jews 
in the Nazi camps, under the tolerant looks of God? Rubinstein joins in Camus' 
protest against the absurd of a hopeless existence, the impossibility of sus- 
taining the myth of God. He states clearly: "God must die, if man wants to 
live. Man himself must create justice and the meaning of freedom which faith 

in God has drained?" 


The foundation of these statements appears when the radical theologians proclaim 
their profession of faith. They say that they are ready to give up God, but 

they need religion. As a matter of fact, attempts are being made not to destroy 
religion but to don it in a new garb. Hence, the. death of God would be equal to 
"killing" the classical meaning given to the term of "God," with the old repre- 
sentation of divinity, the traditional Judeo-Christian culture, being eliminated 
in the radicals' outlook. And, actually, after this effort to "kill" the myth, 
what do the radical theologians propose further? According to the new reformers, 
a modern God must be identical to a current political leader. He is expected to 
come to the aid: of people, to offer them freedom. At this point amazement arises. 
In what manner will God, as an abstract being, be able to fulfill his"mandate" 
as a political leader? And if he proves unpopular, because of nonfulfillment of 
the mandate, whom will people vote in the next elections to replace him? It 
would not be surprising to see the preachers of the new reform themselves on 

the electoral lists. Let us be serious! All this bluster, all the advancements 
and recognitions of the merits of science, made by the theologians involved, 

all the flirting with atheist arguments actually are subtle maneuvers of modern 
fideism. However, religion will never be able to ally with science, on prin- 
ciple. Because the former is an exponent of irrationalism, which leads nowhere, 
while the latter is based on reason, the only road to real knowledge. 
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YUGOSLAVIA POLITICAL 


LACK OF RIGHTS FOR MOSLEMS DERIDED, DEPLORED 
Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA' in Arabic 26 May 87 pp 28, 29 


(Interview with al-Fatih 'Ali Hasanayn, Secretary General of Federation of 
Moslem Students in Eastern Europe, by Rashid Salim: "The Tragedy of the Mos- 
lems in Yugoslavia" ] 


[Text] In all the countries of Eastern Europe, the Moslems are experiencing 
a tragedy which water would make one's heart break and people's eyes weep 
blood instead of tears over. It is a tragedy which requires that sincere 
Moslems get in movement on its behalf, for the salvation of their brothers 
who are oppressed and Slaughtered and whose names are changed, though their 
whole offense is that they have said God is our lord! 


Our conversation this time will deal with the tragedy of the Moslems in 
Yugoslavia, th- country which is considered the most open to the outer world 
in compariso;. with the other countries of the Eastern Bloc. We in AL-MUJTA- 
MA' magazine would like to present a group of points which raise many ques— 
tions: 


First, if the matter is justified by international Communism's enmity toward 
religions as a whole, what does the repression of Moslems to the exclusion 
of other followers of other religions mean? Why is the attack being launched 
against the religion of Islam to the exclusion of the other religions? 


Second, who will take up the cause of these Moslems in Yugoslavia and the 
countries of Eastern Europe? Who will defend their rights? It is well known 
that the Vatican embraces the problems of Christians in the whole world, and 
the Zionist entity embraces the issues of the Jews. Doesn't this require the 
presence of a specific authority or entity which will take up the issues of 
the Moslems in the world, especially the countries of Eastern Europe? 


Third, why does our local and Arab press ignore news of the Moslems and 
their tragedies in Communist countries? Has the talk about Nicaragua, El 
Salvedor and Chile exhausted their energy and taken their attention, so that 
there is no time available left for writing about the Moslems there? 


In any event, come with us, readers, to learn what is going on in Yugoslavia 
and the ordeal of the Moslems there, through this meeting with Dr al-Fatih 


64 














'Ali Hasanayn, secretary general of the Federation of Moslem Students in 
Eastern Europe, who experienced this tragedy and began to speak as sorrow 
appeared on the features of his face over the terror and enormity of this 
tragedy, while the Moslems are plunged in a deep sleep. There is power and 
strength only in God. 


Dr al-Fatih 'Ali Hasanayn, secretary general of the Federation of Moslem 
Students in Eastern Europe, spoke about the tragedy of the Moslems in Yugo- 
slavia: 


AL-MUJTAMA': Is it true that the Moslems in Yugoslavia have the freedom of 
performance of their religious observances, as is rumored? 


Dr al-Fatih: It is well known that Yugoslavia is the Communist country most 
open to the Arab and Islamic world, and it is distinguished from the other 
Communist countries through its grant of some freedom to religious communi- 
ties, which prompts one to imagine that the Moslems enjoy freedom in Yugo- 
slavia. However, the fact of the matter is that a small portion of the free- 
dom available to others is the Moslems' lot. The Moslems do not even enjoy 
this little amount of freedom in a real fashion, as a result of the obsta- 
cles and rules by which the Communist Party hedges about the Moslems' free- 
dom. 


AL-MUJTAMA': What are these obstacles and rules that you referred to? 


Dr al-Fatih: Normally the Yugoslav Communist Party makes terrorist attacks 
from time to time and puts dozens of Moslems in jails when it observes signs 
of the Islamic awakening on the rise. Hardly 2 years pass where such an 
attack does not take place. When the Communist Party observed the commitment 
of young Moslems and their receptivity to Islam, where the rate of people 
praying in the mosques in the city of Sarajevo came to about 75 percent, it 
directed its strongest blows at the Moslems and arrested massive numbers of 
Moslems concerned with the interests of Islam there. The Yugoslav authori- 
ties brought 12 persons to trial and handed down arbitrary sentences against 
them. 


AL-MUJTAMA': Were there reactions on the part of the Moslems in Yugoslavia 
to these sentences? 


Dr al-Fatih: The imprisonment of this group of Moslems had a positive reac- 
tion among the Moslems in general, since the feelings of commitment to Islam 
among them were provoked and these arrested persons became a model for Yugo- 
slav Moslems of sacrifice and work for God's sake. 


AL-MUJTAMA': Were the trials held honestly or were they "show" trials? 


Dr al-Fatih: It is one of the bounties of almighty glorious God that the 
judge Rida, who is the one who issued the sentences, later declared that the 
sentences had been prepared for him in advance and that his role was just to 
announce them! This acknowledgment came after the judge's father and mother 
died, directly after the issuance of the sentences. The judge considered 
that to be his punishment by God, and he could only submit his resignation 
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from the judiciary, become engaged in the profession of law, encourage the 
families of the imprisoned persons to submit an appeal of the sentences and 
offer his full assistance to these families. 


AL-MUJTAMA': Who are the most prominent of the persons arrested? 


Dr al-Fatih: Mr Ali Izzet Beki is considered one of the most prominent of 
the ones who were arrested. He is a retired lawyer and well known Islamic 
thinker, since he has a large group of works, including, one, "The Islamic 
Statement," which is a description of the general principles of Islan, two, 
"Islam between East and West," whose printing the authorities have prohibi- 
ted to this day, three, "The Moslem Minorities in the Communist Countries," 
and four, "The Platform of Islamic Action among the Young People." He became 
a symbol for the Moslems after the court had issued a sentence imprisoning 


Court" in which he stated the illegality of the trial to which he and his 
brothers had been brought -- even after an appeal to the finding of Yugoslav 
law. 


AL-MUJTAMA': What is the charge that was directed at the accused? 


Dr al-Fatih: The court at the outset leveled the charge of subversion of the 
regime, and the letter "The Islamic Statement" which Mr Ali Izzet Beki wrote 
was proof of the charge! After that, the charge was changed from an attempt 
to overthrow the regime to the charge of stirring up hatred against the 
government and working to establish a Moslem government in Bosnia and Herze- 
govina, two provinces in which the Moslems are concentrated! 


AL-MUJTAMA': Is there a statement you would make through AL-MUJTAMA'? 


Dr al-Fatih: The freedom of Islamic action in Yugoslavia which some Moslems 
are led to circulate is nothing but a great lie. One should bear in mind 
that Yugoslavia is the best Communist country in its treatment of Moslems! I 
ask the Islamic media to disclose the truth of the mistreatment, dispossess- 
ion and slaughter of Moslems that is going on in the countries of Eastern 
Europe, and ask the Moslems to support their brothers there with all availa- 
ble, possible means, and may God give you a good reward. 
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ROMANIA MILITARY 


BRIEFS 


NEW TANK FOR EXPORT--Recently. the Romanian weapons industry manufactured a 
new combat tank called the T-77. The turret and armament (a 100-mm cannon) 
are based on the Soviet T-55 combat tank, while the chassis is a domestically 
produced vehicle with 6-wheel roller running gear. The tanks are probably 
intended for export, [Text] {[frauenfeld ALLGEMEINE SCHWEIZERISCHLE NILITAR- 
eEITSCHRIFT in German Jun 87 p 402] /9274 


cso: 2300/319 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA ECONOMIC 


DEVELOPMENT STRUCTURE, UTILIZATION OF LABOR VIEWED 
Prague STATISTIKA in Czech No 12, 1986, pp 512-522 
[Article by Jaroslav Kux: Have We or Have We Not Enough Qualified Workers? ] 


[Text] The development of the Czechoslovak national economy, the growing 
role of research and development, and structural changes in the national 
economy which are being currently implemented, are inseparably linked to, 
and contingent on, a Systematic improvement in the level of qualification 
of the labor ferce. The importance of these questions was underlined by 
the 17th Congress of the Czechoslovak Communist Party, which, within the 
framework of the main directions of economic and social development of 
CSSR in the future, univocally set the task of increasing the role of 
research and development during the Eighth 5-Year Plan as a decisive factor 
in the intensification of the Czechoslovak economy. This is absolutely 
unavoidable--in all developed countries research and development inevitably 
becomes the determining factor of economic growth and it, in turn, is quite 
unthinkable without a goal-oriented and functional raising of the level of 
qualification of the labor force in practically all sectors. 


What is the specific situation here in our country--what is the structure 
and development of skills, is it or is it not sufficient to meet the 
current and particularly the future needs of our economy; do we or do we not 
have enough professionally qualified people? And how successful are we in 
utilizing the skills of the labor force, is there unused potential there, 

or shortages? 


A study of the level of qualification of the labor force in our national 
economy and its utilization tries to answer some of these questions from a 
Statistical viewpoint; such studies have been traditionally carried out for 
some time by the Czechoslovak Labor Statistics in roughly 5-year intervals; 
the latest study of this kind was made toward the end of 1983 of white- 
collar workers and at the end of 1984 of blue-collar workers and 

production workers. 
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Table 1. Labor Force in National Economy Characterized by Level of 
Education, 30 October 1983, in Summary 


Educational Level Number of Workers 








In Thousands In Percent 








Total Socialist sector including 


economic production units 7,330 100.0 
By Education: 
College 536 7.3 
Complete secondary 1,439 19.7 
Secondary (without diploma) 287 3.9 
Vocational 2,723 37.1 
Elementary 2,345 32.0 


Both surveys basically confirmed the relatively high level of skills of the 
labor force in our national economy, characterized by the level of education 
or other specialized training. After all, almost 70 percent of all workers 
in our national economy already have a higher than basic ecucation, more than 
a quarter have college education or complete secondary education, and 
practically ali the rest have vocational training. ‘There are about 28,000 
highly qualified people with science degrees working in our national 

economy, 23,000 of whom are candidates of science, 2,000 are doctors of 
science and more than 1,000 are docents and university professors; the 

rest are workers classified by science qualification levels. 


Even more outstanding is the large share of workers with a high level of 
education among professionals, where such kind of specialized preparation is 
decisive. About a quarter of all professionals have a college education, 

and more than half have a complete secondary education. There is a relative- 
ly small number of professionals with an incomplete secondary education, or 
possibly only vocational training or basic education, but those are in many 
cases in positions where such level of education is sufficient. 


Similarly, our workers and production workers attain a relatively high level 
of skills. For vocations representing about two-thirds of blue collar jobs, 
systematic vocational training is ensured by broad-based apprentice training 
in secondary vocational centers; for the rest, good work performance is 
ensured by training of a different kind, which requires taking special 
examinations (welding, driving, etc); the number of totally unskilled laborers 
is relatively small. 
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Table 2. Professionais in National Economy Characterized by Level of 
Education, 10 October 1983, in Summary 


Number of Professionals 
(Class 6-9 JKZ) 





Education Level In Thousands In Percent 











Total Socialist sector including 
Economic Production Units 2,233 100.0 


By Education: 


Higher 524 23.5 
Complete secondary 1,207 54.0 
Secondary (without state examination) 213 9.6 
Vocational training and basic education 289 12.9 


Table 2. Summary of Numbers of Workers and Production Workers in National 
Economy Characterized by Qualification, 9.30.1984% 


Number of Workers and Production 
Workers (Class 1-5 JKZ) 





Level of Qualification In Thousands In Percent 








Total Socialist Sector including 
Economic Production Units 4,810 100.0 


A) Skilled workers in trades for 


special training is provided 3,059 63.6 
of that: 

Learners (with more than 5 years 

of experience on the job) 793 15.9 

Others (apprentices) 443 9.2 
B) Skilled workers in other vocations 818 17.0 
C) Unskilled workers in and production 

workers 933 19.4 


* data does not include some nonproduction organizations with a small 
number of laborers and production workers 


But in many cases, behind these relatively favorable summary data hides a 
number of serious vocational, branch or territorial problems, not to 
mention the basic problems connected with the actual utilization of the 
Skills of the labor force. The rest of this article is devoted to those 
problems. 
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Education of Professionals and Its Utilization 


The characteristic trait in the development of the qualification of 
professionals is the rapid increase in the numbers of young people with 
higher and secondary education practically during all of the post-war years. 
The period between 1978-1983 in particular was marked by a considerable 
increase in the qualification structure of the labor force based on the 
attained level of education; at the same time, however, certain problems in 
meeting the educational requirements and in utilizing workers’ skills 
persisted. 


But while the educational level of young people is increasing, we are still 
not entirely successful in coordinating the plans for future needs for 
qualified workers with the system of training them for certain occupations, 
then following it up with an objective determination of what they should be 
according to real needs of the national economy, stemming from its structure 
and technological level and the work skills that correlate with it. The 
problems in this instance concern not only the total number of graduates, 
but most of all their structure according to the fields of study and terri- 
torial aspects. But problems also persist in the inconsistent application 
of principles of cadre and personnel actions in enterprises and economic 
production units in placing employees. (Footnote 1) (In order to remedy 
the situation, in 1984 the Czechoslovak government approved measures for 
improving the method of planning and placing of graduates of higher and 
secondary schools, as a result of which we can expect gradually more 
practical management of the labor force in organizations.) 


Table 4. Development of th ““mbers of Workers by Level of Education in 














1960-1983* 
Number of Workers 
Level of Education In Thousands Index In Percent 
1960 1970 1978 1983 1983 1983 1960 1978 1983 
1960 1978 
Total number of 
workers 4,829 6,079 6,851 7,096 147 104 100.0 100.0 100.0 
By education: 
Higher 157 275 421 541 344 128 3.3 6.2 7.6 
Complete secondary in 
secondary vocational schools 
(including higher) 349 733 1,045 1,265 362 121 7.2 15.3 17.8 
Complete secondary in l l l 
senior high school 130 168 205 199 153 97 2.6 3.0 2.8 
Secondary (without 
state examination) 282 321 322 282 #100 88 5.8 4.7 4.0 


* excluding economic production units, for reasons oi comparibility inclusion 
of women on maternity leave 
1 yéar 1983, or Index 1960/1983 
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Table number 4 shows that the total number of college educated employees in 
Czechoslovak national economy rose in 1960-1983 more than 3.4 times, and 

the number of employees with complete secondary education in secondary 
vocational schools 3.6 times; just during the years between 1978-1983 the 
number of college graduates rose by more than a fourth, and employees with a 
complete secondary vocational education by a fifth. The numbers of 

secondary school graduates with a full general education have been stagnat ing 
now for the past several years, and in connection with a generational change- 
over of employees, the number of employees with secondary education in 2-year 
vocational schools (without the State examination) are noticeably declining. 


The greatest portion of the increase of college educated employees were 
graduates in the technical fields (48,000 during the past 5 years only), 
humanities (29,000 in 5 years), and recently also in economics (18,000 in 

5 years). Consequently, most of the increase of college graduates was con- 
centrated in industria] branches, education and health care. 


Similarly, the greatest: increase of employees with complete secondary 
vocational education was of those in the technical fields (92,000 in 5 years), 
economics (62,000), and recently also health care 25,000), giving preference 
also to the three above mentioned branches. 


The qualification of women in particular has been rising rapidly--the number 
of women with college education rose between 1960-1983 more than 6.3 times, 
whereas that of men with the same education 2.6 times. The trend toward a 


of women working in the national economy(5.9 percent) is not yet equal to the 
Share of men (8.5 percent). College educated women more often choose the 
humanities, health care and pharmacology--in 1983 the number of women in 
these fields fluctuated between 53-62 percent of the total number of college 
educated employees (men and women) in those fields. In contrast, the tech- 
nical fields remains, despite certain improvements, the domain of men--the 
Proportion of women in such fields is still relatively low (only about 16 
percent). 


secondary education at secondary vocational schools--in 1960-1983 the number 
of women with this level of education rose 4,7 times, while that of men only 
2.8 times; in contrast to the situation prevailing in college education, the 


Similarly as do women with college education, women with secondary vocational 
education tend to prefer the humanities, medicine and pharmacology, and 

this is an even stronger trend in the case of this type of educat ion---88-96 
percent of the total number of employees in this field; the orientation toward 
economics is also rather Strong (about 82 percent of the total number of 
employees in this field). There are also more workers with this type of 
education in the technical fields than there are college graduates--women 
represent more than a fourth of the total number of secondary school graduates 
in the technical fields. 
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Table 5. Specialists According to Educational Fields, 1960-1983* 
Complete Secondary Education 


In Secondary Vocational 












































Educational Field College Education <= Schools** 
In Thousands Index In Thousands Index 
1960 1978 1983 1983 1983 1960 1978 1983 1983 1983 
1960 1978 1960 1978 
Total 157 421 541 344 128 349 1,017 1,233 353 121 
By Sciences: 
Natural 5 16 22 444 138 -- -- -- -- -- 
Technical 46 134 182 395 136 109 427 519 477 121 
Agriculture and 
Forestry 10 30 36 343 #120 «215 63 80 535 127 
Veterinary 2 5 6 295 120 1 2 3 471 129 
Medical and 
Pharmaceutical 29 54 64 220 120 49 156 181 370 115 
Humanities 50 149 178 357 4120 98 122 142 145 116 
Economics 14 34 52 363 156 78 246 308 393 125 
* excluding economic production units for reasons of comparability inclusive 
of women on maternity leave 
kk without so-called higher 
Table 6. Employees by Level of Education by Sex, 1960-1983 * 
Educational Level L === 
In Thousands Index In Thousands Index 
1960 1978 1983 1983 1983 1960 1978 1983 1983 1983 
____—«:1960 1978 1960 1978 
College 123 261 326 265 125 34 160 215 633 134 
Complete secondary at 
secondary vocational 
schools incl higher) 195 476 539 276 113 154 569 726 470 128 
Complete secondary at 
senior high school -- 72 65 -- 90 -— 133 134 -- 101 
Secondary (without 
state examination) 168 #128 107 64 84 194 175 175 154 90 


* excluding economic production units for reasons of comparability inclusion 
of women on maternity leave 


The rapid increase in the number of employees with college or complete secondary 
vocational education resulted in an improvement of meeting qualification 
requirements for education, even though not yet to the desired extent. This 
situation did not get very much better in 1978-1983, when a number of new 

young graduates entered the work force. Whereas in 1978, for example, the work 
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place of professionals with a requirement for college education were filled 
with employees with such education only up to 62 percent, the rate of meeting 
the requirements for college education rose only to about 65.5 percent by 1983. 
Although most of the employees who do not meet the requirement for college 
education are employees with a complete high school education, there are still 
about 37,000 work places which remain filled by employees with only a 2-year 
secondary education, or even only basic education or apprentice training. 


What are the causes of the continuing failure to meet educational requirements 
in many work places? 


Numerically speaking, the number one cause is the fact that our institutions 
of higher learning have been unable so far to educate the number of college 
graduates which would be commensurate with the required structure of work 
places according to the qualification catalogues-~in 1983 it showed a require- 
ment of 733,000 college graduates, but in reality only the 536,000 were 
working in the national economy during the year under review. We are short of 
roughly 200,000 college graduates. The question inevitably arises in this 
connection, whether our current qualification regulations--even given the 
growing importance of education--realistically reflect the real education 
needs of the working people. 


The situation that exists in meeting the qualification requirements is, 
however, rather more complicated. An important and, unfortunately, growing 
cause is the fact that many college graduates after a short or longer time 

of practice in organizations do not pursue their original profession at all 

and leave, for a great variety of reasons (financial, housing, various social 
ones, etc), to take blue collar jobs, or they even start out in such jobs-- 

in 1983 there were about 12,000 such cases. An even more significant problem 
are those cases, where a college graduate does work as a professional, but in 
jobs where a lower educational level is sufficient, so that he does not use 

the knowledge which he gained in his college studies. In 1983 there were about 
46,000 such employees, which, together with the college graduates employed 

as blue collar workers, led to a situation where the 733,000 work place 
requiring college education were filled by only about 478,000 college graduates, 
so that in reality those work places had a short fall of more than a quarter 
million employees with the required qualifications. If we project into these 
summary data the branch and territorial aspects, then in many cases the situa- 
tion is even more unsatisfactory. 


Somewhat different is the situation in work places which require secondary 
education. Although even there the educational requirements are not met much 
better (secondary education at a secondary vocational school up to 79 percent, 
senior high schools up to 65 percent, and secondary education without final 
State examination also up to 65 percent), the main reason why requirements are 
not met is not a shortage of qualified employees with the necessary level of 
education, but their poor, ineffective placement in organizations. In 1983, 
the structure of work places required, according to qualification catalogs, 
about 1,350,000 work places with a requirement for secondary education; in 
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reality our national economy had at its disposal a much greater number of 
sraduates with this kind of education--more than 1,500,0000 (inc luding 
graduates of secondary yocational training centers with state examination) ; 

we can therefore speak figuratively about a certain “oversupply” of employees 
with secondary education of more than a quarter million people. However, it 

is much more customary for those with a secondary education to work as blue 
collar workers than it is for college graduates--in 1983 that amounted to about 
300,000 secondary school graduates (even though we have to admit that in some 
blue collar or operational jobs secondary education may be required). 


There are also many cases of employees with secondary education performing 
functions of professionals, but again in positions where a lower level 
education is sufficient--in 1983 there were some tens of thousands of such 
cases. And if we take into consideration the fact that more than 200,000 
secondary school graduates fill the work places of college graduates, whose 
numbers are relatively lower for the time being, then it follows that in 
1983 work places requiring complete secondary education were short of about 
300,000 qualified employees, and such places had to be filled by workers with 
lesser education. Naturally, in many cases the actual situation was that 
because work places requiring secondary education were permanently filled by 
employees with a lower level of education, the graduates of secondary schools 
had to work, if only temporarily, in other, usually lesser functions. In 
any case, this proves that there are persistent problems in placing graduates 
in organizations. 


rable 7 shows that one of the main reasons for the unsatisfactory way 
qualification requirements for education are being met, is the persistent 
problem of utilizing the qualification of employees. It needs to be said 

‘n this connection that during the past several years there has been a worsen~ 
ing of this situation. In 1983 more than 10 percent of college graduates did 
not utilize their skills, and of the secondary school graduates as many as 

20 percent on the average did not use their skills. 


Yhe situation in individual groups of study disciplines is, of course, 
considerably differentiated. The poorest use of the skills of college 
sraduates occurs in the field of food processing, textile and garment indus- 
try, as well as in metallurgy, where 20-25 percent of employees do not use 
their qualification. A relatively low use of qualification occurs also in 
the field of agriculture and forestry (about 18 percent), and is also below 
average in economics (12 percent). In contrast, a markedly better situation 
exists among graduates in medicine, pharmacology, veterinary medicine, mathe- 
matical physics and teaching, where nonuse of qualification is a practically 
unknown notion (nonuse is a mere 1-5 percent). Similarly, considerable dif- 
ferences in utilizating qualifications are evident also among workers with a 
complete secondary education; for example, in the case of secondary vocational 
school education, qualification is not utilized from 25-30 percent in 
metallurgy, chemistry, food processing, textile and garment industry (that 

is basically the same fields as is the case with college graduates), up to 

5 percent (also same as college graduates) in health care and teaching. 














Table 7. Fulfillment of Qualification Requirements for Education for 
Professionals, 1970-1983 (exclusing economic production units) 


in Percent | 




















Work Places with Filled by Employees with Educational 
Reguired Education Education: Requirements 
“Es vs 0S SY Ss sy et: 
College 1970 56.9 29.0 4.5 5.1 - 4.5 56.9 
1978 62.0 27.6 3.1 4.3 - 3.0 62.0 
1983 65.5 26.5 2.6 3.2 0.2 2.0 65.5 
Complete 1970 3.7 58.2 6.7 14.9 - 16.5 68.6 
secondary 1978 2.9 63.5 6.6 12 - 16.5 73.0 
in SOS 1983 3.4 68.4 6.3 9.9 1.3 10.7 79.4 
Complete 1970 0.8 14.1 42.0 13.1 - 30.0 56.9 
secondary in 1978 0.6 17.5 43.8 12.5 - 25.6 61.9 
senior high 1983 1.9 23.8 37.8 11.1 1.8 23.6 65.3 
school 
Secondary 1970 0.4 19.8 10.0 31.6 - 38.2 61.8 
(without state 1978 0.5 19.2 7.4 32.9 - 40.0 60.0 
examination) 1983 1.0 25.7 6.6 30.4 1.8 34.5 65.5 
Basic 1970 0.6 11.0 8.3 9.4 - 70.7 
1978 0.5 3.8 2.3 9.4 - 90.6 
1983 sed 8.5 3.7 3.4 0.8 81.1 


Explanatory note: 

VS--college education 

SOS--complete secondary education in secondary vocational school 
USV--complete secondary education in senior high school 

S--secondary education (without final state examination) 

SOU--complete secondary education in a secondary vocational training center 


V,Z--apprentice training and basic education 
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Table 8. Utilization of the Qualification of Professionals, 1978-1983 
(exclusing economic production units) 


In Percent 














Education Actually Share of Employees of a Given Utilization of 
Attained Year Educational Level Working in Qualification 











Positions with Required 








Education 
vs sos USvV S$ 2%  Others* 

College 1970 87.4 11.0 0.2 0.5 0.1 0.8 87.4 

1978 90.3 7.4 0.1 0.3 O.1 1.8 90.3 

1983 89.6 7.3 0.3 0.4 0.2 2.2 89.6 
Complete 1970 15.7 64.5 1.2 10.6 1.1 6.9 81.4 
secondary 1978 16.7 67.3 1.6 §.5 0.2 8.7 85.6 
in SOS 1983 15.9 63.9 1.6 4.3 0.3 14.0 81.4 
Complete 1970 i3- gee 16.5 23.1 3.6 13.2 60.1 
secondary 1978 9.5 35.9 20.0 10.9 0.6 23.1 65.4 
in senior 1983 9.7 37.0 16.5 7.0 0.8 29.0 63.2 
high school 
Secondary 1970 6.7 37.2 2.6 37.7 2.1 13.7 84.2 
(without 1978 8.3 43.3 3.5 29.6 0.5 14.8 84.7 
state 1983 8.3 40.5 34 223 Ds 25.0 74.4 


examination) 


* Not working in work places of classification 6-9 JKZ, but in work places of 
labororers and prodcution workers (in some cases, however, even those places 


could have a higer educational requirement ) 


Explanatory note: 

VS--college education 

SOS--complete secondary education in secondary vocational school 
USV--complete secondary education in senior high school 

S--secondary education in a secondary vocational training center 
SOU--complete secondary education in a secondary vocational training center 


Z--basic education 
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Qualification of Laborers and Production Workers 


The increase in the number of laborers and production workers in the 
Czechoslovak national economy was also linked to the significant changes in 
the structure of their qualification. The number of laborers and production 
workers in work categories for which vocational training is undertaken, grew 
between 1959-1984 by roughly three quarters, and their share in the total 
number of laborers and production workers increased from 57 percent to more 
than 63 percent. On the other hand, the share of blue collar workers in other 
types of occupations, for which passing a special examination is required, 
basically kept declining. A not entirely satisfactory situation developed 
in the area of unskilled jobs, where the share of unskilled workers remains 
roughly at the level which existed at the beginning of the 1960's. I[f we 
then take into consideration the relatively high age structure of these 
workers and the fact that almost all the young people receive at least a 
secondary education in a secondary vocational school, senior high schools or 
in secondary vocational training centers, then we cannot but observe that 
the liquidation of unskilled jobs is proceeding disproportionately slowly 
and that given the roughly 500,000 such jobs, it will be even more difficult 
to find the necessary work force to fill them. 


Whereas the share of women engaged in the kind of work for which training is 
undertaken more than doubled during the past 25 years, their share in the 


total number of women workers grew during the period under review from 53 
percent to 62 percent (which is considerably more than in the case of men), 
there occurred, together with the growing employment of women, not only an 
increase of the absolute numbers, but also of the share of unskilled female 


laborers ard production workers. Unskilled female workers make up more than 
25 percent of the number of women working in blue collar jobs (only 130 
percent in the case of men); the process of introducing housewives into the 
working process had the negative aspect of Slowing down to a certain extent 
the development of qualification of the female labor force. Nor is a vreater 
improvement produced by the process of placing young girls for further 
training for employment--the recruitment of girls into secondary vocat ional] 
training centers is not consistently fulfilled (while there is overfulfill- 
ment in the number of boys), so that while 70 percent of boys are placed each 
year into facilities for training working youths (the remaining 30 percent 

go to secondary vocational schools or senior high schools), the share cf 
girls placed in secondary vocational training centers remains at about 50 
percent a year. 
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Table 9. Number of Laborers and Production Workers by Work Qualification 
Groups, 1959-1984* 
Year Total Group 
In Thousands C 
Thousand In Thousand In Thousand In 
Persons Percent Persons Percent Persons Percent 
Total 
1959 2,861 1,624 56.8 716 25.0 521 18. 
1979 4,140 2.508 60.6 1,057 23-3 575 13. 
1984 4,454 2,829 63.5 789 17.7 836 18. 
Men 
1959 1,908 1,115 58.4 490 25.7 304 15.9 
1979 2,422 1,469 60.6 730 30.2 223 9.2 
1984 2.574 1,665 64.7 568 22.1 341 13.2 
Women 
1959 953 509 53.4 226 23.7 218 22.9 
1979 1,718 1,039 60.5 327 19.0 352 20.5 
1984 1,880 1,164 61.9 221 11.7 495 26.4 





* excl. non-producing organizations with low numbers of workers; for reasons 
of comparability inclusive of women on maternity leave, ecl. economic 
production units 

A = occupation, for which vocational training is undertaken 

B = other occupations requiring state or other special examination) 

C = unskilled 

A not entirely satisfactory phenomenon is the fact that only a certain portion 

of laborers and production workers in work categories for which vocational 

training is undertaken, are actually skilled--only 61 percent in 1984; the 

rest were trainees-on-the-job with at least a 5-year practice (24 percent) 

or apprentices (15 percent). Even though during the past 25 years the share of 


skilled workers rose slowly but with regularity, in the past period there has 
been a worsening of the situation as a result of a number of influences-- 
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placing some secondary school graduates in blue collar jobs (considered as 
unskilled), the increase in the numbers of unskilled foreign workers, old 
age pensioners without appropriate qualifications, and last but not least, 
a worsening situation in the use of workers' skills. In some groups of 
sectors, the ratio of skilled workers is only between 30-40 percent 
(agriculture and forestry, assembly and operation of production machinery 
and equipment, etc.) 


Similarly, as in the case of professionals, there are shortcomings in the 

way laborers and production workers are being placed and particularly in using 
their skills. The number of skilled workers who are not working in the type 
of work for which they have been trained (or in related type of work) is 
relatively kigh--about 750,000 laborers and production workers, that is almost 
a third; in some groups of sectors this share approaches 50 percent (textile 
and garment industry, agriculture and forestry). The poor use of qualifica- 
tion is particularly high in the case of young workers, who often after comple- 
tion of basic military service in the case of men, and after returning from 
maternity leave in the case of women, do not return to their original jobs, 
but for a variety of reasons look for other employment. Frequent reasons are 
dissatisfaction with working conditions in the occupation for which they 

were trained, seeking opportunities for a better income or other benefits, 

and effort to master any line of work without being personally involved in 

it, etc. Although in many cases important personal reasons may play a role 
such a high degree to which qualifications are not being utilized always means 
considerable macroeconomic losses. 


Table 10. Skilled and Unskilled Laborers and Production Workers, 1962-1984* 

















Year Skilled In Work In Training Unskilled 
Being Performed (More than 5 Years of 
Experience) 





In Thousands In Percent In Thousands In Percent In Thousands In Percent 








1962 922 50.2 606 33.0 309 16.8 
1979 1,558 62.1 676 26.9 275 11.0 
1984 1,736 61.3 661 24.3 432 15.3 





* data do not included some non-production organizations with a low number of 
laborers and production workers; for reason of comparability inclusive of 


women on maternity leave; excl. economic production units. 
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It is precisely this poor utilization of qualification which is the main 
cause of the relatively low share of skilled workers in a number of branches. 
For example, in metallurgy, machine tool and other metal working industries, 
or in construction, the skilled workers make up about 70 percent of all 
workers employed in those branches; if, however, all workers skilled in this 
line of work actually remained working there, the current number of skilled 
workers in those sectors would actually surpass the current number of all 
workers (i.e., skilled and unskilled) of those sectors. 


The outlook for the development of the qualification structure of the labor 
force is on the whole favorable. According to calculations, the yearly 
natural decrease in the number of working people (retirement), will be 
Somewhat over 10,000 in the case of those with a college education, and 
between 35,000-40,000 in the case of those with a secondary education. At 
the same time, of the graduates of day schools, there will be about 25,000 
college students and about 65,000 secondary school students entering the 
labor force; in addition, those graduates who have been attending school 
after work will also joining the labor force. Roughly half of all the new 
graduates of day schools only will be replacing employees with college or 
secondary education, the remaining several tens of thousands will contribute 
to the improvement of the qualification structure of the work force, to 
cover the planned increase of professionals, particularly in the nonproduc — 
tive sector. The total of professional jobs which are now filled by workers 
who do not possess the required educational level represents, according to 
currently valid qualification regulations, about 570 work places, so that a 
gradual improvement in meeting the qualification requirements remains at 
present more of a long term project. 


A similarly favorable course of the replacement process is anticipated in 
the case of skilled workers. During the Eighth 5-Year Plan, we expect 

a natural total reduction of laborers and production workers in work cate- 
gories for which vocational training is undertaken, that is about 50,000 a 
year on the average. Just in the first 2 years of the 5-year plan we can 
expect a natural increase from the ranks of graduates of secondary vocational 
training centers of more than 110,000 a year, which ensures the replacement 
of skilled workers at about double their number. There are, therefore, 
favorable preconditions for the development of the qualification structure 
of the workers as well, whose optimal placement in organizations in 
accordance with their acquired skills should contribute to a further 
improvement in meeting the qualification requirements in appropriate occu- 
pations. 


12605/12851 
CSO: 2400/186 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA ECONOMIC 


QUESTIONS ON ECONOMIC RESTRUCTURING EXPLAINED 
Prague HOSPODARSKE NOVINY in Czech No 6, 1987 p 6 


[Text] I am one of your regular readers. I am 38 years old, a skilled 
metal turner, and have a diploma in the engineering field. For a number of 
years I worked in production as a piece worker on machine tools. Now I am 
working as a technician in the technical norm standardization department. 

I am concerned with working up the CSN (Czechoslovak standards) drafts for 
our plant, CKD Diesel Engines in Prague-Smichov. 


I read the Principles of Reorganizing the Economic Mechanism in the CSSR 
with great interest. 


Every citizen feels the need to implement this document. The trend in 
obsolete economic relationships where many consumer industry enterprises 
indeed meet the planned goals but produce unsalable products because they 
are obsolete, out of fashion, and often unpractical and of low quality and 
which lie around the warehouses because there is no interest on the part 
of the customers and consumers not only brings great harm to the national 
economy, but more importantly takes away capacity for the production of 
consumer goods needed and wanted by the public. 


I therefcre welcome the principles of reorganization. We are now, in my 
opinion, faced with the first stage of their implementation, which is 
preparation. This certainly will not take place without conflicts and even 
mistakes. I feel that everyone should familiarize themselves with this 
document in detail. It is not just a matter for the economists. Fulfillment 
of all the tasks of reorganization will truly depend on each of us, whether 
workman, technician, economist, director, or minister. 


After studying the principles of reorganization, 1 have several questions: 
1. Where is the concept of the so-called center specifically laid out? 

Is the dividing line for the center at the ministry or the department or 
with the GR (general director) of a VHJ (economic production unit? 

2. Increased attention is being given to the production organization. 


And what about the accounting? If a single employee of a production 
organization is, for example, sick part of the productivity is automatically 
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lost with him. At the accounting department in this case there are wages 
saved, nothing else. Is not this an incorrect situation as regards the 
production organization? 


3. According to the principles of reorganization the enterprise (or plant) 
will be evaluated according to the profit achieved. I think that it is also 
necessary to strengthen and improve the relationships between the suppliers 
and the customers. When the plant produces trolley buses, for example, but 
they are missing just the small motor for the windshield wipers from the 
subsuppliers, then no customer will accept the incomplete product and will 
not pay either. The required profit is not made. If, in the first stage 

of the reorganization it will not be necessary to direct particular attention 
to the economic and legal resolution of existing problems (or shortcomings) 
in the relationships between the suppliers and the customers and thus create 
the basic conditions for implementation, then will it be so for the second 
Stage? Peoples' initiative must be used to reduce schedules, not to fix 
shortcomings in supplier-customer relations. 


4. The starting point for the second stage of the reorganization should be 
the same for all enterprises in the field of conditions. But we have not 

only new, fully modern plants, but also old oues as well which are practically 
worn out. A tax levied on capital assets can cqualize many conditions thanks 
to correct adjustments (new machines get a higher levy and tax), but will 
determining the actual state of the production assets in all enterprises not 
be administratively very demanding? Will the level of equipment in the 
enterprises be equalized at approximately the same level through the 
necessary capital investments so that the conditions at the starting point 

for the second stage of the reorganization will be the same for everyone? 

If the answer is yes, then in how many years will the differences be equalized 
at today's delivery schedules? 


>. In current economics Kcs 1 in wages is not the same as Kcs 1 in investment 
or Kes 1 in tax. Implementation of the principles of reorganization is 
intended to do away with these differences within the goods and money rela- 
tionships. What main specific actions wili be taken in this area? 

(Signed) Marcel Winter, technician, CKD, Wilhelm Pieck Plant - Diesel 
Engines, Prague 


We are publishing a substantial part of the letter from Comrade Marcel Winter. 
Its contents testify to the fact that the need for a basic reorganization of 
the economic mechanism is felt by all responsible citizens, whether they 

work as management or workmen or technicians. It is convincing proof of the 
fact that basic solutions to urgent problems require great attention and on 
that basis there can be an informal dialog on a material and systemic 
solution for the further dynamic development of the Czechoslovak economy 
based on socialist public and personal ownership. Comrade Marcel Winter 

puts several questions to the editors. We asked Prof Antonin Cervinka of 

the legal faculty of Charles University in Prague to provide the answers. 
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[Cervinka] First of all, it is necessary to say that we are at the very 
beginning of reorganizing the economic mechanism and a number of questions 
have not yet been and cannot be entirely answered. The published Principles 
of Reorganizing the Economic Mechanism do, however, testify to the fact that 
the basic approaches have successfully been decided upon and that their 
implementation can be ensured by a new logic of the functioning of the 
Czechoslovak national economy and new approaches toward effective satisfac- 
tion of the purchase power demands of the consumers and customers. And this 
is the main thing that socialist management and undertakings must deal with. 


The first question concerns explaining the concept as to what is understood 

by the central management sphere. Economic theory, and practice as well, 
distinguish two spheres of management: the enterprise management and the 
central. The subjects of the enterprise management sphere, that is, enter- 
prises and economic production units (or cooperative enterprises) are (or, 
better said, should be) based on management on the basis of an economic 

budget (khozraschet) and self-financing. The subjects of the central national 
sphere, that is, ministries, state commissions and agencies, and governments, 
are (or, better said, should be) representatives of the interests of society 
as a whole and should take care of the needs of society as a whole, conditions 
for dynamic development of the economy, national economic balance, and 
continuous improvement of the modern means and methods of management. They 
handle resources which are allocated to them from the state budget. 


The basic question of the economic mechanism is to ensure an effective junction 
of the full khozraschet of the enterprises (or cooperatives) with a wise 
meeting of the needs of the society as a whole affected by the central 
agencies. The mechanical administrative method of joining up these two spheres 
during the stage of exploiting the intensive factors of economic growth became 
a drag on the progressive development of production forces and made some VilJs 
into offices rather than economic cooperatives for carrying out socialist 
undertakings and ensuring great prosperity and effectiveness. Some central 
agencies then began to take care of mainly departmental interests and locally 
limited needs instead of pursuing the needs of society as a whole. This 
mechanical administrative connection must therefore be replaced by a new 
connection, an economically justifiable one, in which every participant 

bears the actual economic responsibility for his decisions. Each level of 
management will have to “earn its keep" in the new econemic mechanism. 


The second question concerns whether the new economic mechanism relates only 
to the economic production organizations or whether it also affects the 
budgeting organizations. Yes, it also affects the management of the 
budgeting and contributory organizations. fhe first thing one can say is 
that the budgeting type organizations spread too widely in our society. 

Most of them will have to be changed over to the khozraschet principles of 
management which will be used to make it possible to decide on their 

further existence. This concerns a considerable portion of the budgeting 
organizations in the R&D base. Secondly, the methods of the budgeting organ- 
izations' management aust be modified so that in the most direct interests of 
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their employees they provide high quality services with good economiz ing 
with the resources which were allocated to them by society for their 
activities. On the one hand this must obviously lead to regular certifica- 
tion of the employees in the budgeting Organizations and on the other it 
will affect the size of the labor force through the wage funds allocated for 
longer periods and such actions. 


The third question is devoted to how we can improve the existing supplier- 
cutomer relations and how to tie the supplier's incentives to carrying them 
out exactly. First of all I would like to say that the term supplier- 
customer relations itself is an offshoot of the administrative system of 
management and is an expression of the old approach to economics. And what 
about the customer? We must set up relations where the old customer is 
replaced by one who requests certain goods and is ready to pay for them and 
not just accept what is delivered. And instead of a supplier we must have a 
socialist producer of goods who produces only what the customer wants and 
for which there is a demand with purchase power behind it. 


To achieve this situation, the center must ensure a macroeconomic balance 
between the material and financial relations and a flexible price policy 

must help to create this balance. Up until when balance is achieved it will 
obviously be necessary to have the center pertorm temporary distribution of 
scarce goods, but by substantially more modern means than is the case today. 
In every case, however, the socialist manufacturer of goods will be motivated 
in the new economic mechanism to satisfy the needs of the customers through 
net or gross earnings. 


The fourth question deals with the start of the second stage of the 
reorganization of the economic mechanism and unequal conditions (meaning 

the production technical conditions) of the various plants and enterprises. 
Comrade Winter requests that the conditions for all plants be equalized so 
that they are approximately the same. To implement this task, however, 
would mean a new wave of capital investment without a guarantee o. effective 
utilization of the investment resources committed. Modernization of the 
production base is necessary, but it is possible to modernize only such 
plants and operations which will produce goods desired by the customer and 
which can be sold advantageously. 


It is necessary to say with the greatest emphasis that those who for 
whatever reasons will produce goods for the warehouse cannot expect any 
modernization or investment of centrally controlled resources. In isolated 
cases it can even come to closing down the economic Operations of those 
units and transfer of the employees to other, more effective operations, 
plants, or enterprises. Ineffective operations are closed down throughout 
the world ard we cannot avoid it here either. As far as new documentation 
and reevaluation of all existing means of production are concerned, it would 
be very demanding administratively if it took place under the conditions of 
the existing system of administrative management through a method outside 
the enterprise. 
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The fifth and last question concerns the fact that the Czechoslovak koruna is 
not worth the same amount in all markets (the consumer goods market, the 
investment field, the field of supplier-customer relations) and its free 
exchangability with other currencies has not yet been accomplished. Even 
under socialism, monies (and thus our koruna as well) are generally equivalent 
and as a general equivalent must be worth the same amount everywhere in a 
unified Czechoslovak economy, a unified Czechoslovak market, and we must 
ensure that every koruna in circulation is covered by suitable goods or 
services, both from the standpoint of time and of space. This applies both 

to the consumer goods market and also to the market with production resources. 


Under socialism there understandably exist certain limits on the sale of the 
means of production to individuals so they cannot transform them into private, 
capitalist property. It is therefore necessary to work toward creating a 
unified Czechoslovak market without the various other administrative linits 
such as, for example, the administrative regions set up for the circulator 
of goods. As far as the Czechoslovak koruna being freely exchangable for 
other currencies, it is a necessary solution, but one which requires that a 
number of essential conditions be established. These conditions will 
obviously be gradually brought about after mutual agreements oetween the 

CEMA countries. 
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POLAND ECONOMIC 


REFORM COMMISSION DEBATES PROPOSED CHANGES IN ECONOMIC ARBITRATION 
Warsaw ZYCIE GOSPODARCZE in Polish No 9, 1 Mar 87 p 4 


[Text ] Perhaps not many readers still remember that in the famous autumn 
packet of several reform laws targeted for change, there was also a planned 
amendment to the law on State Economic Arbitration (SEA). Public opinion did 
not pay any particular attention then to this particular law, partly because 
there were more pressing matters and partly because the law, passed in 1975, 
had only a very murky relationship to reform. Yet there is a connection, only 
Somewhat a rebours. This law is impedeson reform in the same sense, to use 
Prof Ludwik Bar's formula, as an old superstructure interferes with the 
development of a new foundation. 


Under pressure of very strong criticism from the legal community, the 
government decided not to amend this law. The final decision, it appears, can 
be attributed not only to the critical speeches of Bohdan Zdziennicki, judge 
on the Supreme Administrative Court, and Wladyslaw Dmochowski, head of the 
National Council of Legal Advisers, at a meeting of the Commission for 
Economic Reform on 17 November 1986, but also to the ideas--already taking 
shape--of reforming civil law, ideas which were taking a completely different 
direction, 


In the interests of accuracy, we suould recall at this point that the 
"Directions of Economic Reform" provided in point No 29 that the institution 
of SEA would remain. This is really one of those cases in which haste led to 
an obvious divergence between the letter and the spirit of this document (and 
shortly afterward, its life). On the legal plane, the essence of the spirit 
of "Directions" comes down to the principle of the equality of all economic 
organizations in respect to the law, equality of their obligations and 
equality as to legal protection. In the settlement of disputes, which isa 
narrower issue, it is important that the adjudication organs be independent 
and that procedures in all categories of disputes be uniform. 


The problem is that these Zuidelines, so basic to law and order, are not 
compatible with SEA. First, because SEA limits its interest to organizations 
in the public sector, which violates the rule of equality of organizations. 
Second, because as a part of the state administration (and that is SEA's 
status), this institution does not guarantee that adjudication will be only on 
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the basis of the law and does not limit itself only to adjudication but also 
undertakes actions to which it is entitled as a managing organ. 


During the period that the command-directive system was in effect, when 
organizations in the private sector (except for agriculture) were marginal, 
the institution of arbitration was justified. Today, when ownership 
relationships have become extremely complex, when different types of joint, 
mixed, and foreign-capital-participation enterprises are possible, a separate, 
special jurisdictional organ for public-sector economic organizations has no 
reason to exist. Also because the very concept "public-sector economic 
organization", is no longer very clear. 


For example, can a company in which the state treasury holds 51 percent of the 
shares and 49 percent, let us say, are held by Krupp, be regarded as an 
organization in the public sector, thus depriving the foreign private 
organization of the right to sue in a regular court? We see by this example 
that the share criteria, or to put it more broadly, the ownership criteria, do 
not warrant the retention of separate rules and methods for obtaining legal 
protection. 


Furthermore, we should remember that SEA is not in the least the classic 
economic court. It not only adjudicates disputes, it also conducts preventive 
action (issues guidelines as to the operations of the organizations) and 
reporting action, which in turn makes this institution more similar to an 
administrative control organ. Finally, it also exercises supervision over the 
correctness of the legal services in the economy and the administration, 
becoming a kind of substantive superior over the legal advisers employed in 
self-dependent enterprises. 


This multiplicity of functions, now so completely inapplicable, derives from 
the doctrinal assumption that SEA is supposed to not only settle disputes, but 
at the same time reinforce the socialist system of management. A very serious 
practical consequence stemmed, and continues to stem, from this theoretical 
assumption. Namely, that the basis for adjudication in SEA is not only the 
law, but also the changing--extremely frequently--guidelines of economic 
policy. Adjudication of disputes on the basis of nonlegal elements, says Prof 
Ludwik Bar, put the state enterprise, the nucleus of our economy, in the worst 
legal position. Because really, adjudication on the principle “you know, you 
understand, in the light of current directives, it is you who are wrong," does 
not strengthen legal safeguards and sometimes forces enterprises to look for 
justice through channels which have nothing in common with the law. 


More or less these kinds of arguments were employed by the members of Group 10 
of the Commission for Economic Reform, when, on 19 February, they were 
considering the issue of settling disputes in the economy. This was not the 
first time that this subject was on the agenda, but it was the first time that 
it was not there at the group's initiative but at the initiative of the 
Commission for the Reform of Civil Law, appointed last September by the 


premier. 


This Commission already made a decision on one, unusually important, matter. 
That is, in accordance with the report of the Legislative Council, it accepted 
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the principle that the civil law will be uniform, meaning that the civil code 
is to regulate all civil-law relations, regardless of ownership status. This 
assumption is the verdict issued by a competent group of lawyers on the idea 
of preparing an economic code, submitted to the Sejm last fall by deputy 
premier M. Gorywode. Such a code would mean that the entire sphere of civil- 
law relations between organizations in the public sector would be made 
separate from civil law (following the example of the GDR and the CSSR). 


Because of this, one of the groups in the above-mentioned Commission, working 
under the direction of Prof Stanislaw Wlodyka on problems relating to the 
settlement of disputes in the economy, did not have to give any consideration 
to whether SEA should be retained--because sending all of the disputes in the 
economy to the classic judiciary had already beem resolved--but on what the 
kind of the courts these should be, their structure, their conne2tions with 
the entire administration of justice, their procedures, etc. 


These are very difficult and complicated questions, on which there is no 
unanimity of opinion among professionals, including Professor Wlodyka's group. 
After long discussions, this Broup, by voting, declared itself in favor of the 
idea of a special judiciary. This constituted defeat to a large group of 
advocates of the idea of establishing special economic departments in the 
structure of the general judiciary. 


Also, Group 10 in the Commission for Economic Reform. which was to have 
submitted its opinion on this issue, was not able to formulate one. And here 
is where the opinions were divided. The specificity of economic disputes and 
the opportunity for simplificaticen in a new procedure (which is not 
unimportant from the standpoint of the requirement that this type of matter be 
settled quickly) speaks in favor of the concept of a special judiciary. 
Against it is the argument that the System must be uniform (following this 
principle, a separate labor court was recently abolished), the fact that 
already many disputes in the economy now end in the general courts (for 
example, disputes between Organs of enterprises), and finally, the 


psychological reason--public confidence in a "real" cour’, 


I need not add that behind this ostensibly simple problem there lies an entire 
avalanche of problems, for example: Where is the court of first instance, and 
the second? What jurisdiction would the Supreme Court have? Will the sphere 
of economy remain in the jurisdiction of the Supreme Administrative Court or 
will it be removed from this court? How will the court proceedings be divided 
from the conciliation court, which is enormously important throughout the 
world? How will procedures be Simplified and speeded up? And so on. 


In short, Group 10 discussed material available only to lawyers, although 
affecting in some measure all of those who work within the national economy. 
What is right or wrong in this case cannot be determined by common sense. But 
we can, without fear of being in error, agree with the opinion of Prof Ewa 
Letowska, who remarked that where the disputes are settled is not as important 
as that the adjudication be conducted by a competent and independent cadre 
operating in a structure independent of the administration. Everyone at the 
meeting agreed with this view except the vice president of State Economic 
Arbitration, Witold Pawelka. Also approved was the opinion that the basis 
for adjudication in economic matters should be the law, and not a principle of 
economic advisability, freely interpreted by an adjudicating organ. 
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apply for an extension of classification rights should do so early (no later 
than 3 months before expiration of the validity of the symbol), because as 
world engineering progresses, standards and technical regulations may change. 


Products bearing quality symbols "1" and "Q" are periodically inspected by the 
institution which granted the right to apply them. The inspection includes a 
verification of quality and the technical conditions under which they are 
produced. In cases of nonconformity with the standards established when 
the right to use the symbol was granted, penalities can be applied in the form 
of warnings, more frequent inspections, withdrawal of the right to use the 
quality symbol, and publication of this decision. 


Yet Quality Keeps Falling 


During 1980-1984 the number of products marked "1" and "Q" has steadily 
dropped (see table). Only after higher contractual prices on these products 
were established in 1984, did the producers show more interest in submitting 
them for classification. 





Products With Quality Symbol 





Number of products with symbol 
Share in total number 
of quality products, 


Year “=” "7" Total in percent 
1979 1,952 27,010 28,962 77.1 
1981 2,098 24,831 26,929 72.4 
1983 1,481 17,892 19,373 55.9 
1985 1,859 19,885 21,744 30.3 





In 1985, 1,600 products qualified for the "Q" symbol, i.e., three times as 
many as the preceding year, and 12,500 qualified for the "1" Symbol, i.e., 19 
percent more than in 1984. In a year, the number of products of world quality 
increased from 2,800 (approximately 15 percent). Towards the end of 1985, 
about 72,000 products produced by 3,900 producers had valid certificates or 
permission issued within the framework of the state quality classification 
System. The right to bear the "Q" symbol applied to 1,900 products (2.6 
percent of the quality products) and symbol "1" applied to 20,000 products (28 
percent of the quality products). 


The "Q" symbol was seen most frequently in such assortment groups as products 
made of glass and ceramic, crafts tools, technological aids, cable, conduits 
and electrical-insulation materials, low-tension apparatuses, sathes, products 
of the metals industry. The "1" symbol was found mainly on cables, conduits 
and electrical-insulation materials, crafts tools and technological aids, 


92 














glass and ceramic, products of the garment and textile industries, and 
electrical-insulation equipment. 


It should be emphasized that of the quality-marked products in 1985, there 
were 46 (about 3 percent) "Q" new and updated products on which serial 
production was begun in 1985, and 2,800 (22 percent) marked "1". In 1985, new 
and updated products made up 16 percent of the total number classified as 
world quality. Products from the garment, footwear, knit-goods and textile 
industries predominated. Cables, conduits, insulation materials, and glass 
and ceramic products bore relatively large numbers of "1" and "Q" symbols. 
Unfortunately, there were not very many products from such groups as household 
tools, machine tools, farm machines and equipment, measurement apparatus, 
bicycles and wagons, paints and lacquers, products from the chemical industry 
and cosmetics. 


In 1985, the right to use the "1" symbol was revoked for 14 producers on le 
products, and the right to the symbols was suspended for 13 producers on 50 
products. 


"Quantity" Instead of "Quality" 


Because there has been 4 sellers' market for a long time, enterprises are 
maximizing profits by increasing the quantity and not the quality of 
production. This is accompanied by poor organization of production processes 
and lack of responsibility for quality of production. Frequently work 
discipline is violated, and technological discipline--for example, screws are 
not fully tightened, certain operations are omitted, the time for performing 
others is shortened, etc. This is sometimes caused by irregular deliveries 
from coproducers. Studies have shown that half of the factories do not 
observe mandatory standards and technical conditions in tne manufacturing 
processes. 


Almost all producers complain that the materials, parts or subassemblies that 
they receive are of poor quality. Because there is 4 shortage of many 
articles which require investment and there is a lack of foreign-exchange with 
which to buy these items abroad, most end-producers accept defective materials 
as allowed on the basis of deviations from the norm. In production, 
substitutes are used for imported materials, which from the standpoint of 
quality do not compare with the originals. 


Along with modern enterprises there are many that are obsolete, with wornout 
machinery, making it impossible to obtain the required performance accuracy. 
Lack of money for plant modernization means that many producers cannot extend 
their right to use the quality symbols on their products. As years pass, the 
quality level of their products lags behind world engineering. Also, many of 
them do not have suitable space to store and warehouse their production. 


The role of engineering inspection is restricted and is often limited to 
receiving operations. Plants do not have sufficient inspection tools and 
equipment. Often the people doing this do not have the necessary 
qualifications. In many enterprises quality control is looked upon as a 
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necessary evil because it causes difficulties in fulfilling the plan, reduces 
work productivity, and, in consequence, reduces wages. 


Studies show that commerce has limited the scope of inspection to about half 
of the goods supplied to the market. Often, in agreement with end-producers, 
it has waived receipts and the enforcement of contractual penalties for poor 
quality of deliveries. The reason that it has tolerated "junk" is the lack of 
market saturation--much greater demand by customers than ability to deliver 
_ and the pursuit for the highest possible turnovers. 


The work-motivation system continues to be weak. Plant wage systems do no! 
sufficiently reward good work. In promotions and wage-reclassifications not 
enough attention is paid to quality and on-time performance. Wage deductions 
for "junk" make up a very insignificant percentage of the money earned. 


Benefits to producers through reductions in income tax, paid on production 


bearing quality symbols, are much lower than those obtained for other reasons. 
Furthermore, higher prices on products of world quality do not have a 
decisive effect on the figures in the enterprise's final balance sheet, 


because this production is relativeiy small. As a result, producers' losses 
due to revocation or suspension of the right to apply quality symbols are 
insignificant. 


Experience also shows that administrative penalties do not work. Fines are 
used sporadically. More severe penalties--for example, arrest or imprisonment 
for bringing on the market products which flagrantly violate quality 
standards--are pracically unknown. 


In assessing the general situation as to quality control in Poland, one 

that for several years now the nature of the state quality classification 
system is changing: from a voluntary system pertaining to world-level] quality 
products (marked "1" and "Q"), to a compulsory system, affirming the standaard 
level of products, i.e., their conformity with requirements of standards, 
detailed regulations, and contracts. 


Compulsory classification applies to goods which are important from the 
socioeconomic standpoint, i.e., market goods, goods covered in government 
programs and orders, whose quality affects the safety of the life and property 
of their users or the protection of the natural environment. Failure by 
producers to observe quality requirements in the production of these products 
results in economic and administrative penalties. Poor quality goods are sold 
at reduced prices or withdrawn from circulation, naturally at the cost of the 
producer. 


In my opinion, on the Polish market in the future we will have more standard- 


quality, but not world-quality, goods, unless we give more preferences to 
producers who understand that striving for a "Q" or "1" symbol is worthwhile. 
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POLAND ECONOMIC 


IMPACT OF NEW WAGE FUND TAX VIEWED 


Wroclaw GAZETA ROBOTNICZA in Polish 6 May 87 p 1 
{Article by Bohdan Krakowski: "Two Million Zlotys Per Person" } 


[Text] The recovery of market balance is one of the main goals of the second 
stage of reform. A successful end result depends on many factors. One of 
them is a halt to the rampant grow’h of the wage fund (this does not at all 
have to mean a reduction in earnings). The ineffective, thus far, anti- 
inflation policy has forced the government to reach for a drastic weapon. 


In addition to the present tax on above-norm payments of wages, another five- 
fold tax on a wage fund which exceeds last year's payments by more than 12 
percent was introduced. This is a brutal cut, because if the permissible 
limit of wage payments is exceeded by 1 million zlotys, 5 million will be 
taken away from the enterprise out of the profit designated for prizes, the 
social fund, or the housing fund. 


This tax has evoked understandable emotions, because in sometimes hampering 
the growth of production, it may have a very adverse effect on the supply of 
market goods and services. This peculiar form of wage-freezing, applied 
frequently in the battle with inflation, is a dangerous weapon because it cuts 


both ways. 


I do not expect that it will be applied very long, I think that it will 
require some prudent changes. Let us hope that it does not produce another 
avalanche of mitigations and deviations from the rule. Experience teaches 
that if the enterprises are treated mildly, society must be treated more 
harshly, which expresses itself mainly in price increases. And this is 


dangerous. 


These unpleasant consequences ean be avoided if we treat the additional tax as 
a sharpening of the rigors of economic compulsion, always leaving a field for 


maneuver. 


For some time now we have been observing a worsening of the employment 
structure, as shown by the higher share of nonworking employees, those not 
involved in direct production, and those involved in services which work to 
the datriment of those involved in direct production. These proportions must 
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be rapidly changed. We know from experience that in every enterprise there 
are a few people who are on the books and who instead of working and drawing 
the applicable salaries, receive "maintenance allowances." A critical look at 
work organization and discipline, the internal structure, the range of duties, 
and the size of the paper load, has to result ina _ reduction in the number of 
job positions. 


If we assume that we reduce employment--except in direct production--then the 
increase in average wage payments may be higher than the above-mentioned 12 
percent, without the imposition of drastic taxes. The growth of average 
nominal wages will make it possible to increase the rate of production and 
will ensure that real wages will go up correspondingly. 


The additional tax is not only a weapon for the battle with inflation but also 
with the irrational employment. If we look at it that way, than surely before 
we attempt to discredit it (and we know how to do that frequently, quickly and 
easily), let us attempt to find unutilized labor reserves right in our own 
factories. This would be the first success at the beginning of the second 
stage of economic reform. 


So that we our consistent in our search, let me point out that one unessential 
person employed in an enterprise and paid 25,000 zlotys, can cost the 
workforce 2 million zlotys a year. Incredible, but true. This can be 
calculated as follows: 


Twenty-five thousand zlotys times 12 months equals 300,000 zlotys. By adding 
the tax on wage payments and the contribution to the Social Security Agency, 
we already have about 500,000 zlotys. But if there is an additional tax 
amounting to 1.5 million zlotys, then the enterprise's profit is reduced by 2 
million zlotys. 


There is something to strive for without waiting for the results of job 
certification. 
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POLAND . ECONOMIC 


CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY SYMPOSIUM VIEWS PRIVATE SECTOR 
Krakow TYGODNIK POWSZECHNY in Polish No 21, 24 May 87 pp 1,2 
[Article by Danuta Zagrodzka: "Private Enterprise" ] 


[Text] Everyone keeps repeating, to the point of weariness, that small is 
beautiful, that in the West privatization and decentralization are hugely 
successful and that even large concerns are organized so as to give small 
groups a sense of autonomy and freedom. In Poland private initiative has 
grown on a scale not seen since the end of the 1940's, not so much because of 
world trends as because of the erisis and necessity. Slowly but steadily the 
views of society are also changing, approval for market rules, competition and 
private management is growing--which is not always linked to an awareness of 
the costs which must be borne if these rules are consistently applied. All of 
this creates a new situation which Polish economic sciences has seemingly 
ignored, being involved with its own matters. It is high time that it enter 
this neglected field. 


The first postwar symposium in Poland devoted to the private sector was 
organized late in April in Kazimierz-on-Vistula by the Economics Section of 
Lublin Catholic University (LCU). It was attended not only by economists from 
various teaching institutions and research centers, but also by journalists 
from POLITYKA and ZYCIE GOSPODARCZE, which is an interesting sign of the 
times. But ZYCIE GOSPODARCZE nad earlier devoted an extensive article to the 
"private dealers" (that was the title). 


The LCU Economics Section seems to be especially ordained to initiate studies 
on this subject because it teaches normal, classic economics and the operation 
of the mechanisms of a market economy, whose bFasic component are indeed small 
and medium private enterprises. Suffice to say, in the United States in the 
1970's, it is these enterprises which generated 65 percent of the national 
income, in Japan, 57 percent, in the FRG, over 60 percent, and probably today, 
in view of the trends mentioned, their significance has grown even more. 


The initiator of the meeting and known for many years as an advocate of a 
private economy, Prof Stefan Kurowski, in his introduction expressed the hope 
that in Poland the private sector from a fringe (5.7 percent in national 
income according to Main Statistical Office figures; 7.9 percent according to 
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Dr. T. G. Gruszewski) may become the locomotive of the economy. Even if it is 
a narrow-guage railway locomotive, he addec. 


But on the subject of whether in Poland private firms form a nucleus of a real 
market and do they have a chance to become a locomotive of anything, opinions 
at the symposium were divided. The capabilities and advantages of this 
economy did not arouse any doubts in anyone, and perhaps it was even too bad 
that there was not even one opponent to private ownership because it would 
have sharpened the opinions and made the expression of them more precise. The 
struggle with a wall, indulged in of late in all circles, is becoming a little 
boring and also not very fruitful. It was not a question of whether a private 
economy can become a locomotive, but whether it can be such under the 
given conditions. Two rather clear pictures emerged, which for the sake of 
Simplicity I will calls: pessimistic and optimistic. The former was 
represented in most of the papers; the latter, in the discussion, in which, 
wonder of wonders, the optimists were generally the practitioners. 


Actually, pessimism does not require justification. It comes from experience, 
from the dozens of years of exclusively instrumental treatment of the private 
sector, living under the constant threat of changes in policy and the 
undermining of the justification for its existence, relegated to the role of a 
filler of gaps left by the public sector, subjected to greater administrative 
control. 


Dr Michal Zielinski, in a paper on the place and role of this sector in the 
Polish economy, said that we talk of something which does not exist. 
According to the generally applied terminology of the Main Statistics Office, 
there is no private economy, only an unsocialized economy, i.e., it is not 
yet socialized and is worse than socialized. And according to Dr Zielinski, 
it really does not exist because in a really private economy the owner has a 
right to decide the place, scale and structure of production and reproduction. 
"In short, the private businessman may go bankrupt because there are no buyers 
for his products, but he cannot be liquidated because the authorities do not 
like his operations." In our conditions he transforms himself from a private 
owner into a temporary user of means of production who is dependent on the 
decisions of the administration, and his reason for being is subject to 
constantscrutiny "in the name of the overall-social interest." Out of his 
uncertain situation comes his strategy, which is directed at a quick profit 
and extravagant consumption--so irritating to those around him--and 
particularly the wasteful, "invisible" consumption--liquor, recreation, etc. 
By the way, an interesting observation: Poles spend $80 million in the Pewex 
shops for liquor and only $1 million for machines. Of course, it is not only, 
and perhaps not even primarily, the private owners who buy vodka, but this 
comparison shows how much money is lost instead of being invested to work for 
the overall prosperity. 


According to the Polish model of the private sector, it can expand 
outwardly, but not inwardly--the number of shops may increase, but they may 
not grow. Therefore, if someone earns more, which is the normal goal of all 
economic activity, he can live better, but we cannot invest and multiply his 
capital. Nor can a private owner in our country, according to some, be a 
businessman, because a businessman is someone who rolls over capital, 
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investing it where it brings the most money. In view of the restriction on 
the sphere of activity and the "assignment" to the field for which a permit 
was issued, this is not possible in our country. 


The objects of scientific analysis thus far, it would seem, were primarily the 
traditional skilled workers, who indeed predominate in our private sector (62 
percent in turnovers and 74 percent in total employment), for years the only 
really tolerated representatives of private enterprise. This group, which has 
a long history, with the remnants of old crafts ethics and their own peculiar 
organization, now highly bureaucratized, is inclined more to not-large incomes 
and small family enterprises. The picture of a private owner of this type, 
not very affluent, not very up-to-date, not thinking in economic terms, 
working ina one- or two-man shop, not very familiar with regulations, not 


resourceful and lost, was shown most vividly in Dr Aleksander Jedraszczyk's 
paper on the model of a private enterprise in a socialist-state environment. 
But this picture evoked protests. 


Because in the 1980's a changing of the guard occurred in the private sector, 
and the old type craftsmen continue to exist and even constitute a majority, 
but completely new people entered the arena--young, educated, worldly, often 
with a good bit of capital, and a completely different attitude. They are not 
intimidated by barriers or detailed legal regulations, they are dynamic, 
efficient and unencumbered. They never heard that "small-scale production 
every day, every hour, breeds capitalism,” and even if they had heard, it 
would not bother them very much. They are engineers, economists, lawyers, 
often still students, and they went to be businessmen. They are not 
interested in living hand to mouth, in miserable cushy jobs. They are 
ambitious and want to be independent, work for themselves, develop--and in the 
latest fields. It isa real phenomenon that after years of mediocrity, 
stifling of all initiative, submissiveness and subjection, suddenly there 
appeared an energetic, enterprising, ingenious generation, "hitting the system 
with a judo stance," as described by the well-known Krakow protector of 
businessmen, Dr Dzielski. It was the crisis and the blocking of opportunities 
for improvement of standard of living in the institutional system which forced 
the most active young people to seek a way out of the difficult situation. 
They found two of them: Go abroad, or work for yourself. A poll of Warsaw 
students in 1983 revealed that over 12 percent would like to go abroad for a 
lengthy stay and almost the same number wanted to set up their own business. 
One one-fourth wanted a permanent government position. Next, recent (1986) 
Public Opinion Research Center polls of a representative group of private 
owners shows that the young people, even in the case of failure, would remain 
in the private sector and try to start all over again, while the older people, 
those above 41 years of age, would again take a job in the public sector. The 
same polls also show unequivocally that people are seeking in the private 
sector not only, or even primarily, money. They want to find, and are 
finding, independence, a sense of their own value, and personal satisfaction. 
Almost all of them previously worked in socialized plants, so they have 3 
basis for comparison. And this comparison definitely favors the private 
sector. The highest marks in the comparison were given to the opportunity of 
demonstrating their own inventiveness and the greater usefulness of their own 
work. What is more, those polled are convinced that at least half of Poles 
would go over into the private sector, but only one-third of them will be able 
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to surmount all of the obstacies and difficulties. Of those polled, 52 
percent were under 40 years of age, most of them went into the private sector 
in 1982, and 40 percent had a high school or higher education. 


This is a completely new situation and it is this which may be the source of 
the optimism. It appears that these new trends--companies, Polonia firms, 
dynamic young people--escaped the attention of those presenting papers at the 
symposium. The small number of practitioners present, who obviously could 
have talked for hours about the obstacles and absurdities, placed emphasis on 
the possibilities which are there and which they are trying to utilize. 


One of these young entrepeneurs, a psychologist by profession, accused the 
scholarly group of not knowing what they were talking about, of talking about 
a subject which cannot be penetrated from the outside. But this was 
essentially a reconnoitering symposisum, moving about on land which was really 
not very familiar. In the ones that follow, it would be well to discuss the 
size, importance and opportunities of the new phenomena which appeared in the 
1980's and which are changing the face of the private economy. 


But returning to the pessimists and optimists--all of them were really in 
agreement that without basic changes in economic policy, or more broadly, in 
the sociopolitical situation--the private sector will have little opportunity 
to expand. But the difference between them is that some are waiting for these 
changes which suggest that at the most the barriers will be removed, while the 
others in establishing known facts are attempting to influence reality and 
somehow force a change in the situation. These new tendencies are expressed 
very well by Dr Ludwik Dorn in the final section of his paper on the cognizant 
dimensions of private ownership. More frequent linkage of our own fortunes 
with private ownership, in his opinion, "can be regarded as an indicator that 
innovative stances and behaviors in Polish society are intensifying." He 
calls these stances, which stem from the crisis, as being directed towards a 
search for experimental behaviors: "It can be said that both the authorities 
and society experiment with each other mutually on different fields of a 
social game, and with the awarcness that the rules of this game have not yet 
been established. We do not. know "what is permitted" and "what is not 
permitted" and various social organizations verify this through concrete 
experimental behayicr, somewhat like a snail which puts out, then withdraws, 
its horns. That 1s also what happens in the economic field." Many will 
probably regard this view as being too optimistic, believing that everything 
is predetermined anyway. But if that is the case, we should give up and do 
nothing. But as long as the game goes on, we can always play. 


The private enterprise charter, which is a collection of principles, ideas and 
postulates pertaining to this matter, should be a lasting end-product of this 
symposium. Based on the assumptions of Catholic social sciences, it 
regards private ownership and private enterprise to be a basic human right, 
guaranteeing to man his freedom and being an important part of his development 
and the deveiopment of society. Private enterprise, as the most effective, 
innovative and flexible form of management, can become an economic force 
capable of extricating our country from the crisis and restoring to it the 
ability to develop economically. But to expose its virtues it must operate 
under conditions of a free market of goods, capital and labor, whose important 
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element is the pressure of strong competition. Without this, it succumbs to 
pathological deviation. The charter postulates the expansion in Poland of a 
multi-sector economy, in which there will be place for the private sector. It 
postulates also that the Constitution contain a formulation acknowledging 
private enterprise to be a permanent and equal part of the economic, legal and 
social structure, just as private agriculture. In the "Points in the Second 
Stage of Reform" it is said further that the problem of the private sector is 
not given sufficient consideration. Private enterprise should take full 
advantage of the liberalization provided and promised for state and 
cooperative enterprises. The result of this should be an appropriate fiscal 
policy, which eliminates the principle and practice of favoritism and is not 
used as a tool in a class struggle. The charter also postulates the 
liberalization of the practice of granting the right to conduct private 


enterprise, so that it complies with the principle of free entry into 
production and the market. Only this can ensure effective competition, and 
this, in turn, will protect the private economy from distortions which are the 
consequence of monopolization, and thereby eliminate the opportunity for 
corruption. Finally, this economy must be given equal rights to supplies, 
sales, and access to credits, foreign exchange and foreign trade. [ooo] 
[Law dated 31 Aug 1981, Control of Publications and Performances, Art 2, pt 6 
(Daily Legal Gazette No 20, item 99, amended; Daily Legal Gazette No 44, item 

204) ]. 


The fulfillment of these postulates could rapidly dynamize the private 
economy--according to estimates only 50-60 percent of its potential is now 
being utizZized--and also attract capital and people who are capable and very 
inventive, which the country needs as much as it needs air. Everyone in the 
world today is already convinced that small private enterprises are much more 
innovative than large concerns. 
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POLAND ECONOMIC 


BRIEFS 


AGRICULTURAL PLANES TO CSSR-~Prague (PAP)--PAP correspondent Leszek Mazan 
writes: An unprecedented, in our trade relations with the CSSR, contract was 
signed in Prague by the foreign-trade enterprise Polish Aviation Plants and 
AOMNIPOL. The contract provides for the delivery to the CSSR of 32M 18A 
Dromader agricultural planes produced by WSK Mielec (Transportation Equipment 
Plant). This will bring the number of Dromaders flying in almost all of the 
continents to over 400. The contract signed with the CSSR, valued at 7.5 
million rubles, also has great prestige significance. For many years 
Czechoslovakia has been producing excellent agricultural planes and sets 
particularly high requirements for foreign manufacturers. [Text] [Warsaw 
ZYCIE WARSZAWY in Polish 21 May 87 p 1] 295 
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ROMANIA ECONOMIC 


ROLE OF GENERAL, PARTICULAR FACTORS IN SOCIALISM 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 3, 10 Feb 87 pp 8-12 


Article by Univ Prof Dr Petru Panzaru: "The Revolutionary Theory and the Dia- 
ectical Relationship Between the General and the Particular"/ 


[Text7 The 20th century and especially its second half of are characterized by 
radical and rapid changes in all areas of society throughout the world. It is 
both legitimate and necessary to reflect upon those changes and particulary upon 
their direction and significance. 


In view of the interdependences in which we live, the nations everywhere are ta~ 
king a considerably greater mtual interest in the characteristics that distin- 
guish their present socioeconomic, political, ideological and cultural. activi- 


changes of ideas, experience and opinions are particularly important among the 
socialist countries, which are building a new world called into being by the ob- 
jective laws governing historical development and operating under different con- 
ditions in different countries and historical periods. 


Present-day social progress and the naturally and objectively diversified ways 
to socialism are bringing out almost the entire range of more or less new ideas 
of the theory of scientific socialigm, the principle of which have fully proved 
their superiority, as Nicolae Ceausescu emphatically points out. As he said in 
his speech at the celebration of his birthday and in honor of his long revoluti- 
onary activity, “In speaking now of the need of further improving and developing 
socialism, I agink we mist ,roceed from the lessons we have and our practical sx 
perience in socialist construction, but we must always bear in mind the invinci- 
ble principles of scientific socialism and communism." (1) 


That also applies to the dialectical relationship of the general to the particu- 
lar, theoretical categories as often encountered in discussions of socialist re- 


volution and construction as they are controversial. 




















The Marxist theory has demonstrated the existence of some general, objective 
laws of man's development, along with the existence and operation of some dis- 
tinctive factors pertaining to the stricture of the social situations themselves. 


Tre RCP regards Marxism as a living science that is constantly developed and en- 
riched, synthesizing historical experience in social development and the conclu- 
sions drawn from it. The revolutionary concept of scientific socialism has pro- 
duced no universally valid formilae, but theories and methods that can rational- 
ly explain the nature of the social-historical processes and their objective and 
subjective mechanisms, thus making it possible to master them. Indeed dialecti- 
cal materialism, the living heart of the whole Marxist philosophical, economic, 
sociological and political conception, makes constant development of the natural 
and social realities and of human thought its chief idea. The Marxist classics 
could not answer the questions raised by later social development or the sp eci- 
fic questions arising from the victory of socialism in a series of countries and 
the ways and means of socialist construction in all their variety, the questions 
of relations among the socialist states, or the quite new questions of war and 
peace in a period dominated by the scientific-technical revolution and other un- 
precedented revolutionary processes. Study and solution of these problems are 
attributes of each working class party, which helps in that way to enrich the 
theory and practice of building the new order. As Nicolae Ceausescu said, "Ex- 
perience tells us that no one can know the economic facts, the class balance of 
power and alienment in a given country, or the internal and international poli- 
tical situation and its development better than the Communist Party and the re- 
volutionary and patriotic forces in that country. Therefore theirs is the sole 
right to determine the political policy and the revolutionary stratepy and tac- 
tics of the working class and their militant methods by creatively applying the 
general truths of Marxism-Leninism. This right is indisputable because every 
Commnist Party is responsible to the working class to which it belongs and to 
its entire people." (2) 


The far-reaching and complicated problems of today's world, which loom large in 
theoretical and social-political activity, are throwing the dialectical correla- 
tion of the general-particular categories into very sharp relief. Those catefo- 
ries reflect the entirety of the objective and snbjective phenomena taking place 
in the socioeconomic structures and in the transition from one structure to ano- 
ther. ‘he evolution of the social structures within given commnities, the cour- 
ses of economic activity and of the social-political contradictions, the vi- 

tal pulsation of the complex ideological and institutional superstructural phe- 
nomena, and the laws of social progress can be understood only in the light of 
the general-particular ratio. By virtue of their logical derivation, these ca- 
tegories are expected to facilitate political policies and actions, educational 
work and international relations. Solidly based in theory upon ideas of of his- 
torical and dialectical materialism and scientific socialism, they acquire a 
specific-historical content constantly refreshed by comparison with the constant- 
ly changing internal and international social realities. It was those new rea- 
lities and problems that the party secretary general was pointing out when he 
said recently, “In general the world, including the socialist countries and Ro- 
mania, is in a new stare of human society's development. New questions are ari- 
sing concerning ways of developing the production forces, as well as a new inter- 
national division of labor, new economic relations among nations and of course 
new political relations, and new relations are being established to completely 
exclude anachronistic inequalities and oppression of one people by another." (3) 
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Some Theoretical and Methodolorical Prerises 


The eeneral-particular-individual caterories are theoretical and logical reflec- 
tions of the natural and social realities in the system of dialectical interrela- 
tions and interactions. The universal, the particular and the individual have 
an objective content. Marx and Engels said in "German Ideology" that "Detached 
from real history and taken in themselves, these abstractions have no value what- 
ever.ee they never offer any formula or pattern to which the historical periods 
can be adjusted." (4) Actually the general does not exist in a pure form but is 
snvolved in the particular, the individual (to varying degrees), and the recipro- 
cal. Detachment, to employ Marx' and Engels' term, of the general from the par- 
ticular wherein and whereby it exists is methodologically metaphysical, in other 
words nondialectical. In the structure of objective reality there is no "on the 
one hand (the general) and "on the other hand" (the particular). In reality the 
reneral exists in combination with many particulars, which makes it rich, viable, 
strong and effective. In the spirit of Marx' thinking Lenin called the general 
and the particular a dialectical unity of opposites, saying "The particular ex- 
ists only in a connection leading to the general. The peneral exists only in and 
by the particular. Any particular is general (in one way or another) « 

eeneral is a particle (either an aspect or a substance) of the particular." (5) 
The scientific and practical-political value and timeliness of those ideas, Which 
we have made a point of citing in their original formulation, are certainly in- 
estimable. 


The dynamic correlation of the general with the particular, which form man's s0o- 
cial history only together, can be understood only from the viewpoint of the 
Marxist theory of social determinism. Taking the form of trends in & preat mass 
of variables, the objective social laws of one and the same social-historical 
structure have analogous but not identical resvlts in different countries. As 
the Romanian philosopher Athanase Joja concluded from a comprehensive logical 
analysis, facile analogies suppress the historical and sociological particulars 
and make an indistinct mass of social history. Citing a principle of Hegel's 
("Not just the abstract universal, but the universal that also embodies the 
richness of the particular, the individual and the singular"), Joja pointed out 
that "The catepory cf the specific universal makes it possible first, to distin- 
puish the historical-sociological periods and the socioeconomic structures, and 
second, to distinguish the historical-sociological stages, periods and phases 
within the same socioeconomic structures, and third, to include historical acts, 
including contingencies, in the texture of the historical stages, periods and 
phases. Abstract analogies lead to platitudes and banalities." (6) 


In society the universal is specific because the socioeconomic and political con- 
tradictions that socialist construction and revolution are to resolve are speci- 

fic, because the social communities, classes and parties that operate are perso- 

nalized and determined. 


Pure identity is not rea] even in the action of the natural laws, and mich less 
so in the case of the social laws. why? Because in real society two main series 
of causes are interwoven, some objective and others subjective. The objective 
causes are sociological in the broad, comprehensive sense, operating permanently 
and accordingly decisively throughout the respective social stucture's develop- 
ment and also in its transition to a new and higher structure. They lie in the 
degree of development of each country's production forces and the nature of its 
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economic relations and their specific-historical involvement (dominant and sub- 
ordinate relations); in the specific-historical formation of the class structure, 
including the variable balance of power among classes; in the characteristic 
stage of economic modernization (an agrarian country or an industrial or indus- 
trial-agrarian country; in the many distinctive features of the political, social 
and national history of the respective country and people, and im the network of 
foreign relations in which each country is involved by virtue of both its geogra- 
phic location and its foreign policy. 


The subjective causes are political, ideological and psychosociolcgical, also 
operating permanently and very effectively although not uniformly, and being 
purposeful because the social laws operate solely through human activity. They 
lie in the degree of maturity of political judgment, in adjustment of political 
decisions to the facts according to original social-political and ideological 
criteria and values, in the organizational ability to carry out the established 
policy in a critical and self-critical way, to evaluate one's own activity, and 
to correct the actual defects and shortcomings in progress, in the educational 
potential, and in the effort to change backward attitudes and to keep fostering 
advanced, revolutionary social awareness. The political element encounters all 
the components of society, objective and subjective, and is called upon to act 
upon them forcefully and clearly in the required, but not predetermined direction 
of the objective laws of social development. It has been quite rightly said that 
the general and the law do not automatically provide the answers but only point 
the way to their discovery and formation in keeping with the particulars of 
the natural or social phenomena and processes. 


It is a characteristic theoretical-methodological contribution of historical and 
dialectical materialism to the treatment of the correlation of the general and 
particular to regard them as reflections of the essential relationship between 
theory and practice, ideas and experience, and concepts and realities. The theb- 
retical as an embodiment of the universal and the necessary in phenomena is still 
a dependent function despite its relative autonomy, that is a function of speci- 
fic social-historical practice in constant change and enrichment. The truth of 
the theory (of the universal) cannot be confirmed and validated solely by refe- 
rence to the theoretical and the general and abstract. After logic has exhaust- 
ed its capacity to prove the truth of the theory, the supreme "court of judgment" 
known as social-historical practice, interpreted dialectically, that is dynami- 
cally, comprehensively and completely, intervenes decisively. In other words it 
is not the logical that intervenes, but the specific, factual, particular and de- 
termined. It is to Marx' credit that he resolved in favor of science such a con- 
troversial question in the history of philosophy, epistemology, sociology and 
psychology as this one. As Marx said in the second thesis on Feuerbach, "The 
question whether thought reaches the objective truth is not a theoretical questi- 
on but a practical one. In practice man mst prove the truth of his thinking, 
that is its real and nontranscendent force and character." (7) 


Accordingly there can be no rigid, automatic application of any general laws, 
because social experience and practice are the factors that determine both the 
formation and the interpretation of the general laws. As we know, their impact 
upon the particular conditions plays a critical part in social evolution, but the 
general laws in their turn change with the changes in social existence and evolve 
according to the development of society. This brings out the subjectivity of 
some theorists! tendency to accept the theory of a certain "permanence" or 
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“invariability" of the general laws throughout one and the saile social system. 
Marx said, "The same economic base or the same point of departure of the main 
conditions can present infinite variations and gradations in its manifestation 
due to the innumerable and diverse empirical circumstances, natural conditions, 
race relations, historical influences operating from outside etc., which varia- 
tions can be understood only in the light of those given empirical circumstan- 
ces." (8) Any system of production relations or any social body in general has 
its particular laws of formation, operation and transition to higher stages. En- 
gels ridiculed mechanical transposition of the situation from one country to ano- 
ther, saying "Anyone who would claim that the political economy of Tierra del Fu- 
ego and that of present-day England are subject to the same laws would obviously 
utter nothing but banalities." (9) He was referring expressly to different in- 
terpretations of the communist doctrine in different countries and to possible 
disagreements for that reason. 


Due to development of the production forces and steadily improving social rela- 
tions, the general laws change, acquire new characteristics, and take particular 
forms and manifestations. 


The general laws common to all social development mst be clearly distinguished 
from the laws peculiar to the various social systems. As Marx and Engels proved, 
bourgeois production relations, based on private ownership of the production 
means, generated the laws peculiar to that system that inevitably disappear along 
with capitalist society. The socialist revolution and socialist production rela- 
tions based on socialist ownership of the entire people generated new laws cha- 
racteristic of the socialist system and excluding the so-called socialism of the 
market and free competition. As Nicolae Ceausescu said recently, "In the period 
of its existence, socialism has cre.ced its own laws. We must distinguish the 
laws and truths that are generally valid for the existence of human society, but 
we mist also well understand the particular laws of beurgeois, imperialist socie- 
ty, which are based upon ownership of a group of exploiters, oppression and ine- 
quality among men." (10) As objective laws of the new order, development and 
consolidation of socialist ownership of the production means do not encourage 
small private owners, and they are the only ways to carry out the principles of 
gocial equity and justice, to develop the production forces intensively, and to 
secure every nation's prosperity and independence. 


Direct study of the socioeconomic processes going on under our eyes is the only 
method that can refresh social thought and bring out the dialectical process it- 
self of the general-particular relationship. Regular consideration of the speci- 
fic circumstances, without which any essentially correct principle or general 
truth becomes an inoperative abstraction, is one of the vital points in the stra- 
tegy for developing the new order. It is also the purpose of the RCP's standing 
requirement to see to harmonious coordination and dialectical unity of the gene- 
ral truths with the specific socioeconomic facts, especially since experience it- 
gelf indicates in-depth study of the facts and regular deduction of the appropri- 
ate conclusions because it bears out many general laws and principles while dis- 
proving others. 


We accordingly consider it justified to regard the theory-practice osmosis as 

equivalent to the general-particular osmosis, to bring out their ontological and 
epistemological solidarity, and to treat the terms, as well as theory (universal, 
conceptualized and abstract) and practice (perceptible and specific), as mitually 
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covertible, on the basis of scientific critaria, of course, and from the stand- 
point of real social progress. Abscluting either the general or the particular 
is equally wrong in either theory or practice. We have to do with dogmatism when 
the body of the theory or the universal naturally resists prepared and general- 
ized absorption of the plurality and miltiplicity of the particular and the soci- 
oeconomically, politically and culturally diversified specific that experience 
presents. 


Contemporary social processes of unprecedented depth and proportions, chiefly the 
victory of socialism in many countries of the world, the progress of the revolu- 
tionary struggle for national and social liberation, all nations' legitimate as- 
piration to independent development, the effects and many consequences of the 
scientific-technical revolution, and the appearance of the above-mentioned global 
and vital problems of mankind (chief among which are stopping the armaments race 
and starting nuclear and conventional disarmament and defending people's basic 
right to live) are lending the relationship between the general and the particu- 
lar a primary social-political importance. 


Socioeconomic, Political and Ideological Aspects 


The variety of solutions to the problems of socialist revolution and construction 
in any country or stage of social development does not justify the assertions of 
authors who question the existence of any general, fundamental laws of that pro- 
cess, giving priority to the particular and the specific conditions, just as 
there is no justification either for views to the effect that the general laws 
operate in the same way everywhere and that options for original solutions suited 
to a country's national social-historical characteristics are "violations" of 
those laws and "deviations" from scientific socialism. The theory of scientific 
socialism, its creative spirit, and the general principles of the new order in 
no way "exclude" the possibility of choosing different ways and means of social- 
ist revolution and construction. 


There is and can be no unj.versal model for building the new order. Some theor- 
ists try to prove that certain defects, errors and contradictions are due solely 
to "disregard of the general laws,” just as others limit their explanations to 
"overemphasis upon the particular. The fact is that disregard of either general 
laws or the specific conditions can cause difficulties and contradictions. Hence 
also the need of consistent application of the socialist principles in keeping 
with the distinctive features of each country and stage. It may be said about 
some shortfalls and difficulties that they "are not caused by socialism or too 
mich socialism but by deviations and errors, by violation of some of the basic 
principles of scientific socialism, or by disregard of some general laws or the 
particulars in a given country.” (11) 


In spite of some difficulties and lags, but precisely as a result of the general 

crisis of the capitalist system, revolutionary social reform is now more than ev~ 
er on the "agenda" of history and keeps demanding bold attempts and critical re- 

appraisals. On the other hand absolutizing and idealizing socialist development 

and fostering the false impression that the new order can encounter no difficul- 

ties or crises or even crisis phenomena at any time have led to wrong theoretical 
conclusions and harmful practices at times. 
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Historical experience tells us that socialist construction is @& far-reaching pro- 
cess with laws, requirements and rates of progress based on the dialectics of 

the basic general principles of scientific socialism to the diversity of 
specific conditions. Socialism as a social practice is fermed in the process of 
improvement, or properly speaking self-improvement, anc. continuing solution of 
economic, social and political problems in step with the changes and possibili- 
ties of each country and each stage, so that one or the same forma or general 
or generalizing view of the new order and its stage or stages can be applied eve- 
rywhere. As Nicolae Ceausescu said, "Experience, the facts and the Romanian 
people's great progress in socioeconomic development end socialist construction 
emphatically prove the correctness of the party's general policy and the invinci- 
ble power of historical and dialectical materialism and scientific socialism. 

ence in socialist construction unquestionably demonstrates that socialist 

construction must be based on both the general laws and the economic, social, his- 
torical and national circumstances of each people and each stage. Any di 


plication of models or stereotypes that do not allow for those facts can cause 
great difficulties and endanger the nation's socialist development itself. 


ty of the general truths with the specific socioeconomic facts in order to secure 
the success of socialist construction and the RCP Program for Building the Fully 
Developed Socialist Society and for the Advance Toward Commnism. We can state 
that in its activity the party has allowed for both the general laws and the 
specific circumstances of Romanian society." (12) 


Historical development shows that there is no scientific basis nor any practical 
justification for subordinating the particular to the general or the parts to the 
whole, which is no abstract entity but a living, diversified social body with 
corresponding interests of its own. Experience has proved that the generally 
binding laws of socialism operate through and within each national economy and 


states. The way to solve the problems of social progress and collaboration is 
not mechanical transposition of the laws operative in the determined structure 
of the national economies, but creative, independent application of the require- 
ments of those objective laws. 


Almost every time the subject of the general-particular relationship is taken up 
jn theoretical discussions, the national-international relationships are also 
brought up. Of course there is no immediate connection between the two "pairs" 
of concepts, but their alignment seems to originate in more or less recent at- 
tempts to establish the idea that if the general laws or truths predominate over 
the particular ones, the international is above the national. 


The past and present facts prove that the nation is a powerful and stable factor 
for socioeconomic, political and cultural progress and that respect for peoples’ 
national existence and the principles of independence, sovereignty, noninterfe- 

rence in internal affairs, equality, mutual benefit and friendly mtual aid is 

a sine qua non for international collaboration and solidarity. 


If the problems that face and will face the world are to be resolved, any biases 
must be avoided, the constructive role mst be recognized of the national and 
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international interests of each nation, whether large, medium or small, and they 
must be considered in their dialectical unity and their real interaction, especi- 
ally since the vast economic, philosophical, political, sociolopical and legal 
literature on these subjects and their various aspects contains, alongside the 
correct and historically accurate ideas and stands, erroneous views and theories 
contrary to fact, some of which deny the role of the nation while others are sub= 
ject to a one-sided interpretation of the relationship between the national and 
international factors. 


And so there are those who regard the existence of the national state in one 
way or another as an "obstacle" to progress, and by overra*.ing the role of the 
irternational factors and miririzing the national ones actually come to accredit 
the idea of an "opposition" or "tension" between the national and international. 
Some advocates of superstate and supernational "“irtegration" wrongly believe that 
the national states are "condemed" by the whole evolution of the modern world 
because they are "too small to play a world role and too large to inspire the ci- 
vic activity of their regions." "Theories" of this kind, which actually attack 
the states' independent existence, sometimes take the form of denials of the ob- 
jectivity of national interests and their role in determining the states' con- 
duct. One advocate of this view said, "The concept of national interest is too 
ambiruous to lend itself to any objective definition and it cannot be used in 
the study of international relaticns." 


Actually we could not speak of the national cormnities as some "residues" that 
mst be eliminated as a "recuirement" for social progress unless the existence 
of the nations and national states and a?] their natural attributes and functions 
was quite wrongly comsidered a mere rerrettable "incidental accident" of history. 
But fortunately neither the nations nor the national states with their sovereirn 
functionsare any "artificial constructions" that can be "dismantled" or manipula- 
ted at the pleasure of theorists or politicians. Actually, as a result of a long 
and regular process mankind has been organized and is still being organized in 
national comrunities. Man has formed sovereign national states and is still 
founding them through bitter social-political strugples, and he has developed and 
defended them as the best form of organization and unification in the fight for 
democratic, revolutionary, anti-imperialist and anticolonial social reforms. 


Experience proves that the nation is a very vital social-historical commnity 
and that its conversion to a national commnity of the socialist type is essenti- 
al to conterporary social evolution and a powerful factor for worldwide prorress 
and civilization. The party secretary reneral says, "There is every reason to 
suppose that the nation will still be an important factor for international col- 
laboration and peace in communist society as it acquires new characteristics and 
qualities. Accordingly fostering national pride and socialist patriotism is a 
vital factor in the strurgple for socialism, international collaboration and 
peace." (13) 


By abolishing exploitation and social or class inequality and instituting new 
relations based on justice, collaboration and mtual aid on the national level, 
socialism also creates the objective conditions for promoting such relations in- 
ternationally as well, among sovereirn nations and states with equal rirhts. 
Harmonious combination of national with international interests, free and unre- 
stricted development of the nations according to the requirements for each peo- 
ple's freedom and progress, as well as the objective necessities for 
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contemporary social evolution ae a whole and consolidation of friendly cooperative 
relations among all socialist countries and all detachments of the democratic, re- 
volutionary and anti-imperialist movement, have one of the most constructive parts 
to play in promoting detente, understanding and peace in international relations. 


The RCP views the idea of international solidarity in the context of the- vast re- 
volutionary changes made in the world, a sclidarity requiring both the unity of 
all socialist countries, commnist and workers parties, and the working class and 
the support of the movements for national liberation, against underdevelopment, 
for disarmament and preservation of peace, and for observance of every people's 
right to self-determination. It may be said that international solidarity now re- 
quires active participation in democratic solution of all the complex problems of 
the world of today in keeping with every people's interests as well as consolida- 
tion of militant solidarity with all progressive, anti-imperialist forces, consi- 
deration and protection of every nation's interests, and service of the general 
interests of socialism, social progress and peace on that basis. 


The RCP is working for development of collaboration with all commnist and work- 
ers parties, socialist and social-democratic parties, movements for national li- 
beration and progressive parties in the developing countries, and other forces 
for: democratic social changes, defense of the peoples' freedom and independence, 
and peace and security in the world. 


The radical socioeconomic reforms in our period, the broad scientific-technical 
revolution, which has entered a new stage, the rapid development of the produc- 
tion forces, and the peoples’ cultural development are steadily enhancing the 
interrelations and miltiple ties among the sovereign and independent states as 
well as their all-around cooperation. 


From the dialectical materialist standpoint it is necessary to point out the uni- 
versal nature of the principle of objectively necessary connections among dis- 
tinct factors and phenomena that. have their own independent development but whose 
interaction forms the basis of the existence and operation of the series as & 
whole. This process is characteristic of our period, when the crucial problems 
of human civilization such as disarmament and peace, socioeconomic development, 
energy, nutrition, environmental preservation etc, can be solved by all nations' 
joint efforts and by all peoples’ combined material resources and scientific po- 
tentials, but it is sometimes givenone-sided, subjective theoretical explanati- 
ons, Theories occur in the discussions of ideas that present the categories of 
national independence” and tanterdependence," or the political options or poli- 
cies based on them, as tcontrary" or "inoperative" on the practical levels. 


To be sure no people or nation can isolate itself from the surrounding world in 
the struggle for progress. But in the treatment of the relationships between in- 
dependence and 4nterdependence it is necessary to specify the principle that each 
people's labor and efforts are critical to socioeconomic development, since they 
ultimately determine the efficient use of both the internal resources and the ad- 
vantages of international collaboration. 


The appearance of the global problems whose solution is sealing the future his- 
tory of all mankind and of each individual people is an objective fact of our pe- 
riod. A vast social-political literature calls attention to these problems, in- 
cluding some tendencies to place the global ideas, and accordingly the general 
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ones, ahead and sometimes to the detriment of the rerional or national ones, 
which are regarded as "isolated" or 'nepligible" peculiarities. Certainly a dis- 
tinction should be drawn between the global quality pursued by some mitinatio- 
nal companies, in the sense of their desire to operate uncontrolled beyond state 
borders, and that governed by rules and principles of a common effort toward de- 
velopment and peace based upon observance of every people's independence. There 
is also the tendency of some large countries to maintain that their size gives 
them "missions on a world scale" and that since the questions are global their 
answers are "global," which relegates the smaller countries, which are alleredly 
"less prepared" to help solve these problems, to a secondary position. Sometimes 
the global quality becomes a pretext for interference in other states' internal 
affairs and a reason for accentuatinp the policy of domination and dictation, war 
and armament, and that of course is intolerable. 


The RCP and the state regard the sovereirnty of the states and their complete au- 
tonomy in their domestic and foreifn policies as the basic principle of the in- 
ternational global system. In today's world, when the peoples' desire to live 

in freedom is being asserted more and more emphatically and new and independent 
states are emerging extensively in the world arena, the autonory and independence 
of every nation and the sovereign right olf every people to be masters in their 
own country are objective laws o1 social-historical development itself. Nicolae 
Ceausescu's opinion is of fundamental importance, to the effect that "No one and 
nothing in the world can stop the peoples from choosing a new path of free and 
independent development, and any attempt of the reaction to check their progres- 
sive development is doomed to defeat! The history of social development as long 
as man has existed proves that it has been so and will always be so! Therefore 
we must draw all the conclusions and always preceed from the necessity of respec- 
ting the will of the peoples to choose the course of free and independent deve- 
lopment that they wish." (11) 


The great diversity of developmental stares, historical traditions and particular 
socioeconomic conditions of countries or froups of countries lends a specific con- 
tent to the national-international relationship. The diversity of ways of shift- 
ing to socialism, building the new order, and applying the general laws to each 
country's actual conditions presents a new dimension and a new prospect of soci- 
alist development of the world and enriches the treasury of revolutionary theory 
and practice. 


As we know, socialism does not present itself as a finished and perfect society 
but as one in the process of evolution and always perfectible on its own econo- 
mic, political and ideological bases and in keeping with the principles of the 
revolutionary theory. But there is 4 qualitative difference of principle and 
purpose between critical (self-critical) analyses, which are often severe, made 
by elements with political responsibility in order to eliminate defects, errors 
and difficulties and regarded as maens of "self-regulation" and self-improvement 
of the socialist social system, and a number of "criticisms" made from outside, 
not only geographically but also outside the intrinsic criteria and principles 
of socialist society and guided by criteria and principles borrowed from the old 
society and barely "renovated" here and there, especially in form but not in con- 
tent. Betraying a misunderstanding of the laws of history and the objectively 
necessary rates and stares of building the new society, this category of "cri- 
tics" are trying to accredit the idea that the socialist revolutions have not 
led to formation of any "purely" socialist societies but to that of some 
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"nostcapitalist" societies. It is a quite crude and awkward attempt partly to 
nullify or exclude the key Marxist concept of a socioceconemic structure (system) 
and to evade the objective laws of the necessary transition to a higher one and 
partly to deny or at least diminish the significance and value of the structural 
changes made in the socialist countries, each one in particular forms and at par- 
ticular rates. 


In general the social revolution and especially revolutionary socialist construc- 
tion is bringing man's theoretical and practical experience up to new heights, 
enriching the peoples’ efforts toward progress and civilization with new aspects, 
and progressively diversifying all peoples’ ways and means of achieving their 
highest aspirations to social and national justice. Revolutionary experience al- 
so proves that prorress in this effort can be made only by strictly observing the 
theory of historical and dialectical materialism and the principles of scientific 
socialism, while applying those principles not as a dogma or an immtable pattern 
but as a method of studying, determining and understanding the new problems and 
requirements presented dy experience and tne demands of social development, and 
as a dynamic guide in determining the ways of coping with the actual conditions 
in each historical stage. Hence the conclusion drawn by the RCP and brilliantly 
formated by Nicolae Ceausescu in his speech on 26 January 1987: "We mst make 
every effort to develop and strengthen the RCP's revolutionary conception and to 
lend new dimensions to the scientific socialist conception of the world and life, 
which is actually scientific socialism and communism and has been from the start." 
(15) Tt is only by understanding and bold promotion of the new that action can 
be taken in the truly revolutionary spirit and the strugple of the working masses 
and revolutionary forces can be successfully led in the direction required by the 
necessity of social-historica! developnent and by the laws of progresse 
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ROMANIA SOCIAL 


DOCTOR DISCUSSES AIDS, URGES SEXUAL "SOBRIETY' 
Bucharest CONTEMPORANUL in Romanian No 23, 5 Jun 87 pp 6-/ 


[Interview with Univ. Prof. Dr. Ludovic Paun, head of the Clinic for Infectious 
and Tropical Diseases at "Dr. Victor Babes" Hospital, by Elena Moise } 


[Text] [Question] AIDS is the name of the disease which has been the subject, 
in only a few years, of perhaps the largest number of studies, the fruit of 
intensive research, for whose prevention sustained educational work is carried 
on and which, because of its severity and high level of transmissibility, has 
been likened sometimes to the plague and sometimes to leprosy. Please tell us 
at the beginning what this horrible disease signifies. 


[Answer] As a matter of fact, it is correct to speak about the infection with 
HIV (humm immunodeficiency virus), AIDS (acquired immune deficiency syndrome) 
only covers the final manifestation of the infection in which the immune depres- 
sion makes way for the opportunistic (viral, bacterial, parasitic and fungic) in- 
fections and tumors--specifically the Kaposi sarcoma and lymphomas (others than 
in Hodgkin's group). This final manifestation hs a dramatic evolution and 
leads to death in 3 years at most. The very many and highly technical scientific 
studies every day provide new information that is instrumental in supplementing 
the natural history of this kind of infection. 


We prefer the term of HIV infection to AIDS precisely because this encompasses 
the entire infectious process and because among the infected subjects only about 
30 percent develop AIDS. 


[Question] What is the etiologic agent of this disease? 
[Answer] As I said before, it is HIV, the human immunodeficiency virus which 


belongs to the retrovirus family, retriviruses which are the pathogenic agents 
in both humans and animals. 














The virus was given several names--human tropic lymphatic virus III (HTLV-III), 
virus associated to lymphadenopathy (IAV), and later, the term of human immuno- 
deficiency virus (HIV) was accepted internationally. The isolation of HIV was 
performed by the French physician Luc Montagnier at the Paris Pasteur Institute 
in 1983 and by Robert Gallo in the United States in 1984. 


The retroviruses contain an enzyme--reverstmnscriptase--that enable them to 
convert RNA into DNA (a mechanism which is the reverse of the one with the 
other viruses) and to introduce DNA into the genetic code of the cell. The 
"target of this virus is lymphocyte T, which is of outstanding importance in 
ensuring cell immunity. Hence it is a lymphotropic virus. The virus also has 
two more major characteristics: neurotropism, that is a special affinity for 
the central nervous system, spinal cord and peripheral nerves, located in 
the central nervous system it may cause mental troubles, dementia, tumors, and 
the like. The infection of the nervous system develops separately from the inm- 
munity distumbances and even in their absence. The trait of slow virus is an- 
other feature of HIV: long incubation, long clinical evolution followed by 
death in all cases; for these reasons the infection of the nervous system still 
is insufficiently known and systematized. 


In the body the virus occurs in the sperm, vaginal secretions, blood, in the 
concentrations that might induce the infection, but also in the saliva and 
tears in concentrations which, as far as it is currently known, do not cause 
the infection: the virus has a very low resistance in the outer environment; 
alcohol, Javelle water and 56° heat destroys it quickly. 


[Question] What happens when the virus enters the body or how does the rela- 
tion between the virus and the human body operate? 


[Answer] Most of the people infected stay as healthy virus carriers, transmit 
the infection but do not develop signs of the disease; in these people anti- 
bodies appear in the blood and this permits the laboratory diagnosis by the 
ELISA technique. 


About 20 percent of the infected persons develop the "acute disease" after 

9-56 days, characterized by fever, skin rashes, clinical signs of mononucleosis, 
viral meningitis, poliomyelitis; 10-14 days later these clinical signs disappear 
and the antibodies appear which can be detected in the blood and assure the 
diagnosis. 


After years of evolution without clinical signs there might appear: fever with 
the duration of over 1 month, increase in ganglions more than 1 cm in diameter, 
located in another two areas in the body besides the inguinal area, diarrhea 
that lasts more than 30 days, more than 10 percent weight loss (without efforts), 
candida (a fungus) infections of the tongue, night perspiration. Antibodies 

are detected in the blood and the laboratory also detects the signs of immune 
depression, specifically in the cell. 
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[Question] What are the symptoms in the final stage, AIDS? 


[Answer] In this stage the clinical signs are characteristic of infections with 
opportunistic germs (which cause infections only in case of immune depression) : 
germs, viruses, parasites, fungi. Moreover, in this stage tumors develop: Kaposi 
sarcoma (skin cancer) and lymphomas. 


The infection of the nervous system manifests itself (besides meningitis) as 
progressive encephalitis that leads to dementia, disturbances (paralyses) as a 
result of infection of the spinal cord and polyneurites. 


The clinical diagnosis is supplemented with detection of antibodies and speci- 
fic tests for opportunistic infections and tumors. Experts do not know so far 
what is the cause of the differentiated evolution of the infection or of the 
stagnation of the infection for undefined periods of time. 


[Question] What is the source of the virus? 


[Answer] As I said before, this virus is a retrovirus respectively a slow virus; 
it is lympho- and neuro-tropic. It is similar to STLV-III that occurs in green 
monkeys and Macaccus. It is assumed that the mutants of this virus have adapted 
and become pathogenic for man. 


[Question] How new is this disease? 


[Answer] The scientific investigations made on serums kept at the blood centers 
in Africa led to the hypothesis that the infection with this virus existed as 
early as in the 1960s-1970s, maybe even 1950s. 


The first AIDS cases may date from 1978, but the first notification was made in 
1981. At the blood centers in the United States the antibodies for HIV were 
identified in serums preserved from the 1970s. However, the epiaemic evolution 
of the infection involves recent years. 


[Question] Where specifically in the body can the virus be identified? 


[Answer] HIV was isolated in the sperm, vaginal secretions, lymphocytes, blood, 
brain, cerebrospinal fluid, tears, saliva, urine, and mother's milk. 


[Question] Should we deduce that infectiousness is identical? 


[Answer] In no way and this because virus concentration is very different. 
Mainly HIV infection is transmitted by sperm, vaginal secretion and blood, and 
also from (infected) mother to the fetus. The widest spread way of transmission 
of the infection is sexual intercourse (homosexuals, heterosexuals, bisexuals). 
Epidemiologic studies point to the existence of the disease mainly in homosexuals, 
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in people who take drugs intravenously and in their sexual partners. Hemophi- 
liacs also are prone to infection. Moreover, contamination is possible in the 
case of transfusions with infected blood. 


So far there were no reports about contamination through saliva or tears, virus 
concentration being small. 


Transmission of the infection from mother to fetus is possible, during pregnancy 
or at the time of delivery. 


[Question] How can diagnosis be established? 


[Answer] Of course by proceeding from the clinical signs which I mentioned. 
An important factor involves the epidemiologic interview, which can provide 
complete data on the sexual behavior of the potential sufferer (number of 
partners, anonymous partners). Laboratory tests are completed for the study of 
immunity, detection of antibodies against HIV, or culture of lymphocytes to 
isolate the virus (culture of lymphocytes is very difficult to perform, it 
requires a long time and is not relevant when the result is negative). 


[Question] We understand that the great danger of this infection mainly con- 
sists in the gravity of the evolution and the very high degree of contagion. 
Statistics are alarming and figures are soaring from one day to another.... 


[Answer] Indeed! In March of this year in the Unites States there were reported 
31,526 AIDS cases for adults and 456 for children. On 11 May NEWSWEEK magazine 
reported 35,068 AIDS cases for adults and 493 for children. Comparatively lower 
figures are published for West European countrie.. In the sequence of decrease 
follow East Europe, Near East ax! South-East Asia. The difference in the evo- 
lution between the latter and former is 7 and 5 years respectively. The figures 
are relative and go up from day to day, and consequently, in a way, they are 
less significant. 


Therefore, more use is made in prospective surveys of the AIDS incidence rate 
for every 1 million people. And this rate is very different not only from one 
country to another but also from one zone to another. 


For instance in New York the rate is 991 for every 1 million, in San Francisco, 
966, in Miami, 584, in Los Angeles, 363, and the total figure for the United 
States is 140 cases for every 1 million. In light of this rate it is estimated 
that in 1991 the United States will have 270,000 AIDS cases. 


[Question] What can be stated about treatment? 


[Answer ] In the first place, what are, what must be its objectives. In order, 
this focuses on eliminating the virus or preventing its multiplication, 














restoring immunity and, lastly, treating :the opportunistic infections. But you 
realize that a drug to meet these objectives is, for the time being, practi- 
cally impossible to achieve. Among the drugs used so far, azidotymidine proved 
capable of blocking the activity of reverstranscriptase and preventing multi- 
plication of the virus and also of providing a certain restoration of immunity. 
Other substances did not have the effect expected. 


Restoration of immunity by various methods (including medulla transplantation 
and lymphocyte transfusion) did not prove their efficiency in time. As far as 
treatment of opportun#tikinfections and tumors is concerned, it is well known 
and codified, but because of immune deficiency the ameliorations achieved 
in this way are short-lived. 


[Question] What has already been done and what can be hoped in regard to 
achieving a vaccine? 


[Answer] The vaccine could indeed be the only measure that would lead to ef- 
ficient . prophylaxis. According to most researchers, this vaccine would require 
at least 5 years of studies and investigations, because of the characteristics 
of the virus. Moreover, already researchers have discovered a second virus, 
which produces the same kind of infections, called HIV, and other types of 
viruses are being studied. 


[Question] In this context, what can be done now practically? 


[Answer] Considering the characteristics of the infection, the objective that 
can be achieved is a slowdown of its spread. 


[Question] In asking you how it can be done, I am thinking not so much of the 
physicians who know well how to proceed or of the prophylactic measures already 
taken by the specialized institutions, but of all the population, in light of 
the high degree of contagion of this disease. 


[Answer] Practically, only one thing, but a very important one-~more sobriety 
in sexual intercourse, one, well, very well known and faithful partner. 


Regarding the blood products, it is known that the mode of preparation (the 
technique) and the heating of the antihemophilic preparations at 56° ensure the 
destruction of the virus. With regard to the blood for transfusions, its use 
must be limited to vital needs, there must be eliminated from the ranks of 
donors the persons that involve the suspicion (clinical or/and epidemiologic) 
of being infected, and of course in light of the studies that state the infec- 
tion among the population, testing of the blood collections for antibodies 
against HIV (it must be stressed that in the United States, a country where 

the infection is very widely spread, only 1-3 percent of AIDS cases could be 
ascribed to administration of infected blood). 
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Moreover, in May the Fourth WHO session had the discussion of this disease as 
one of the main items on its agenda. Participants in this session unanimously 
adopted a resolution on international strategy in the fight against HIV infec- 
tion, which reasserts that information and education of the public on the ways 
of transmission and also the use of blood and blood products under rigid 
aseptic conditions are absolutely mandatory. 


[Question] There is again a blending of science and ethics, drawing our atten- 
tion to a millenia-old truth, which is often forgotten and, this, to our de- 
triment--that physical and moral health are inseparable facets of the integrity 
of the individual--as biopsychosocial being, decisive for the quality of life 
itself.. 
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